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In  1950,  with  the  acquisition  of  the  only 
known  specimen  of  the  1873-CC  Without 
Arrows  Liberty  Seated  dime,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  ot  Baltimore,  Maryland,  did  what  no 
person  had  ever  done  before  (and  what  no  one 
has  done  since): 

After  a  quarter  century  of  effort  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  collection  of  United  States  coins 
from  half  cents  to  double  eagles  by  date  and 
mintmark. 

In  1982,  upon  the  commission  of  one  of 
the  Eliasberg  family  members,  we  sold  the 
gold  portion  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  com¬ 
plete  from  gold  $1  through  $20.  Today  in 
1996,  the  catalogue  of  that  sale  remains  a 
landmark  reference  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics.  Now  comes  more  news _ 
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NEW  YORK  CITY— MAY  20-22,  1996 


With  pleasure  we  announce  that  another  member  of 
the  Eliasberg  family,  owner  of  the  United  States  coin 
series  from  half  cents  through  trade  dollars,  plus  colonial 
coins,  patterns,  territorial  gold,  and  other  series,  has 
commissioned  us  to  sell  a  further  part  of  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  in  what  will  surely  be  the 
numismatic  event  of  our  generation. 

Many  of  these  coins  have  pedigrees  dating  back  to 
the  1 9th  century  when  J.M.  Clapp  bought  them  from 
the  Chapman  brothers  and  other  leading  dealers  of 
the  day  and,  in  some  instances,  ordered  them  directly 


from  the  issuing  mints  (Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  bought 
the  Clapp  Collection  from  the  heirs  of  J.M.’s  son, 
John  H.  Clapp,  in  1942).  Many  coins  have  been  off 
the  market  for  over  a  century.  Other  coins  trace  their 
pedigrees  to  the  William  F.  Dunham,  Virgil  M.  Brand, 
Col.  E.H.R.  Green,  William  C.  Atwater,  Adolphe 
Menjou,  Waldo  C.  Newcomer,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  and 
other  memorable  collections  of  decades  ago.  For  more 
information  on  this  spectacular  offering  and  how  you 
can  participate,  see  pages  36-38  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review. 


Dave’s  Desk 


Pictured  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  is  the  fabulous  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickel,  a  gem  Proof  believed  to  be  the  finest  of  the 
five  known  specimens,  one  of  the  landmark  rarities  that  will 
cross  the  auction  block  in  our  May  20-22  sale  in  New  York 
City.  Just  as  our  Garrett  Collection  sales  (1979-1981),  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins,  and  the  Norweb  Collection  (1987- 
1988)  each  had  a  profound,  dynamic,  and  positive  effect  on  the  coin  market  and 
numismatics  in  general,  it  is  our  hope  and  expectation  that  our  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  Collection  sale  in  May  will  benefit  all. 

Here  at  the  office  we  are  all  as  busy  as  can  be  creating  this  and  other  fine 
catalogues  for  our  1 996  auction  season,  getting  ready  for  the  soon-to-be-held  sales 
of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  of  U.S.  Half  Dollars  and  the  Dr.  Set 
Shahbabian  Collection,  and  preparing  our  spectacular  catalogue  for  our  March 
sale  in  Baltimore  (some  eye-popping  coins  will  be  featured;  more  announcements 
soon!). 

Every  so  often  someone  says,  “I  wish  I  had  been  collecting  back  in  1979  when 
you  started  your  Garrett  Collection  sales,”  or  “I’d  give  an  eyetooth  to  have  been 
able  to  bid  on  some  of  those  Norweb  Collection  half  cents.”  We  all  have  feelings 
like  this.  I  began  my  rare  coin  dealership  in  1933  and  wondered  how  nice  it  would 
have  been  back  in  1941  (when  I  was  three  years  old)  to  have  been  a  bidder  in  B. 
Max  Mehl’s  Dunham  Collection  sale! 

The  future  is  now  with  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection.  See  pages  36- 
38  for  details  on  how  you  can  receive  our  May  catalogue  (which  will  come  to  you 
automatically  if  you’re  a  paid-up  subscriber),  and  also  how  you  can  order  a  deluxe 
hardbound  library  edition  of  the  biography  I  am  writing,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.: 
King  of  Coins,  and  a  deluxe  hardbound  sale  catalogue. 

In  addition  to  our  auction  cataloguing,  deadlines  for  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector  beckon,  collections  are  being  bought,  divided,  and  added 
to  our  inventory,  Mark  Borckardt  is  working  on  his  large-cent  book,  I  am  working 
(or,  rather,  will  resume  working  soon)  on  a  new  book  on  small  cents  from  1856 
to  date,  Andy  Pollock  is  working  (as  time  permits)  on  varieties  of  U.S.  gold  coins 
1795-1834,  and  everyone  else  on  the  staff  is  equally  involved  in  projects.  Among 
the  items  in  the  discussion  stage  is  whether  to  issue  one  or  several  posters  featuring 
some  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coins  and  whether  to  create  a  set  of  photographic 
plates  of  colonials,  half  cents,  and  large  cents  for  permanant  use  by  variety 
specialists  (your  input  on  these  ideas  would  be  appreciated). 

In  1995  quite  a  few  new  collectors  “discovered”  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
often  through  the  recommendations  of  our  present  clients,  discussions  at  coin 
clubs,  and  other  ways.  If  you  have  a  friend  interested  in  numismatics,  send  his  or 
her  name  to  me  on  apiece  of  paper,  and  I’ll  send  along  a  catalogue  or  two  with  the 
compliments  of  you  and  me. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  contains  many  new  purchases  ranging  from 
rarities  to  low-priced  coins  in  popular  series.  A  great  way  to  start  out  1 996  is  with 
a  shipment  from  Bowers  and  Merena.  Call  toll-free  to  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222- 
5993  and  order  the  pieces  that  appeal  to  you  the  most.  Each  and  every  coin  comes 
with  a  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  We  re  not  happy  until  you  are. 

From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena,  a  happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous 
1 996.  Building  a  fine  collection  coin  by  coin  is  a  great  pleasure  and  challenge.  Look 
over  the  following  pages  carefully.  Then  give  us  a  call  or  send  your  order  by  fax. 
Thank  you  for  your  business  and  friendship.  Happy  collecting! 

Sincerely, 

<£L_- 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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A  New  Find  in 

New  Jersey 

Coppers 


by  Michael  Hodder 


Collectors  of  New  Jersey  copper  coins  now  have  a  new 
variety  to  hunt  for.  A  brand  new  1787  obverse  die,  previously 
unknown  and  not  recorded  by  Dr.  Edward  Maris  in  his  Coins 
of  New  Jersey  (1881),  has  been  discovered  and  added  to  the 
series.  It  is  presently  unique. 

The  new  obverse  was  discovered  by  Edmond  Kucia  of 
Ohio,  a  well-known  and  active  member  of 
the  Early  American  Coppers  Club 
(EAC).  Ed  is  also  credited  with  the 
discovery  of  the  1797  large  cent 
variety  NC-8,  a  new  combina¬ 
tion  of  previously  known  dies, 
which  he  found  in  1980.  Ed’s 
new  discovery  represents  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  die.  Ed  found  the  new 
coin  in  a  friend’s  collection.  Af¬ 
ter  he  satisfied  himsell  that  he  had 
found  a  new  die,  Ed  sent  the  coin  to 
the  author  for  confirmation,  at  noted 
collector  John  Griffee’s  suggestion. 

Ed  and  I  have  jointly  given  a  new  Maris  number 
to  the  discovery,  naming  it  42-1/2-c.  For  two  major 
reasons,  the  new  1787  obverse  clearly  falls  into  the 
Maris  die  family  of  obverses  38  through  42.  In  the 
first  place,  and  most  obviously,  the  new  obverse  is 
combined  with  Maris  reverse  c,  which  is  the  link  die 
to  Maris  obverses  38  through  42.  Secondly,  in  terms  of 
style,  the  new  die  matches  the  design  layout  of  this  family 
better  than  any  other.  The  plow  has  a  moderately  long  beam 
with  a  marked  up  turn  at  the  right;  and  the  horse  is  positioned 
so  its  ears  are  below  7E  in  C7ESAREA. 

When  we  came  to  give  the  obverse  its  new  Maris  number, 
Ed  and  your  author  decided  to  follow  the  modern  convention 
and  assign  a  1  / 2  fractional  number  to  the  new  die.  Our  problem 
lay  in  what  number  to  assign  the  fraction  to.  The  horse’s  head 
is  not  small  in  size,  like  that  seen  on  Maris  obverses  38  through 
41,  which  would  seem  to  point  to  Maris  42  as  the  only 
remaining  candidate.  The  plough  handles  on  the  new  die  are 
short  and  blunt  and  the  plow  beam  is  close  the  final  A,  more  like 
Maris  obverses  38  and  39  than  42.  Looking  at  the  whole  layout 
of  the  new  die,  however,  taking  all  its  features  into  account,  Ed 
and  I  decided  that  it  was  closer  to  Maris  obverse  42  than  the 
others,  so  we  have  named  it  Maris  42-1/2-c. 

The  new  coin  is,  of  course,  presently  unique.  I  grade  it 


About  Fine  on  the  front,  Good  on  the  back. 
It’s  a  deep  brown  in  color  with  some  light 
surface  pitting  on  both  sides.  The  obverse  die 
appears  to  have  been  in  a  perfect  state,  free 
from  breaks  or  other  signs  of  failure.  The 
reverse  side  is  quite  soft  but  it,  too,  seems  to 
be  in  a  perfect  die  state.  For  the  technically 
minded  collector,  the  new  coin  weighs  1 48. 1 
grains.  Its  diameter  along  the  vertical  axis  is 
27.2mm,  along  the  horizontal  27.3mm.  Its 
reverse  die  axis  is  195°.  All  these  measure¬ 
ments  fit  the  new  discovery  nicely  into  the 
Maris  38-42  family,  also,  showing  that  the 
new  coin  wasn’t  necessarily  an  anomaly  in  the 
series.  Why  only  one  example  seems  to  have 
survived  is  a  mystery  that  the  coin  cannot 
presently  answer  for  us. 

The  new  1787  Maris  42-1/2-c  takes  its  place  among  the 
handful  of  other  discoveries  of  recent  years  in  the  New  Jersey 
copper  series.  The  first  of  this  small  and  select  company  is  1786 
Maris  lO-oo,  a  new  reverse  married  to  a  known  obverse.  It  was 
discovered  by  a  Texas  coin  dealer  and  confirmed  and  named  by 
the  author,  who  catalogued  it  for  Bowers  and  Merena  in  their 
September  1989  auction.  It  sold  for  $1 3,400.  The  second  new 
discovery  is  1786  Maris  10-1/2-C,  a  new  No  Coulter  obverse 
married  to  a  known  reverse  die,  which  was  found  in  a  junk 
box.  Its  discovery  was  confirmed  by  the  author,  who  also 
named  the  new  coin  and  catalogued  it  for  Stack’s  Janu¬ 
ary,  1993  auction.  It  sold  for  $10,430.  The  third  discov¬ 
ery  in  the  New  Jersey  series  is  the  enigmatic  1787  Maris 
62-1/2-r,  the  unique  obverse  with  WM  below  the 
horse’s  head,  married  to  a  known  reverse  die.  This  coin 
was  said  to  have  been  in  an  old  time  collection. 
— ^  The  author  saw  it  in  Boston  and  confirmed 

and  named  it  in  March  1994.  Its  present 
whereabouts  are  unknown  to  the  au¬ 
thor  and  the  coin  seems  to  have  sunk 
back  into  the  obscurity  from  which  it 
first  arose. 

The  new  1787  Maris  42- 1  / 2-c  dis¬ 
covery  thus  becomes  the  fourth  im¬ 
portant  find  in  the  New  Jersey  copper 
series  during  the  past  six  years.  This  is  a 
eally  remarkable  rate  of  discovery,  nearly 
one  per  year.  It  shows  that  colonial  collectors 
and  copper  specialists  are  closely  examining  their 
coins  and  little  that’s  new  is  escaping  them.  It  also  shows  that  there 
are  new  finds  still  out  there,  waiting  to  be  revealed  and  enjoyed. 
The  newly  discovered  coins  are  all  in  fairly  low,  circulated,  grades. 
Some  of  them  are  tough  to  attribute.  The  most  likely  place  for 
such  a  new  discovery,  therefore,  is  the  local  dealer’s  copper  junk 
box,  or  any  pile  of  unattributed  coppers.  The  author  found  a  new 
1787  Connecticut  in  a  dealer’s  junk  box,  for  example,  where  it  had 
lain  unattributed  for  more  than  30  years.  How  can  the  average 
colonial  collector  find  a  new  discovery?  In  my  opinion,  the  key  is 
simple,  it  just  requires  patience.  Learn  to  take  the  time  to  attribute 
the  low-grade  coppers  you  see.  It’ll  take  time  to  make  a  new 
discovery,  but  if  you  don’t  make  it,  some  other  guy  will! 

Mike  Hodder 
Wolfeboro,  NH 
November  1995 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Basic  information:  Colonial  coins,  including  state 
coins  and  pieces  honoring  George  Washington,  are 
among  the  most  fascinating  series  in  American  nu¬ 
mismatics.  There  are  many  different  die  varieties, 
each  with  different  characteristics.  Further,  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  planchet  stock,  striking,  and  wear  combine 
to  give  each  coin  a  personality.  And,  each  series  has 
a  good  measure  of  exciting  American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  Fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  num¬ 
bers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M” 
numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of 
1787-1788,  Maris  oyt  New  Jersey  coppers  (“M” 
numbers,  but  from  a  different  author,  not  Miller), 
W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington 
pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  overview  of  colonial 
coins  and  also  a  bibliography  from  which  you  may 
choose  any  number  of  additional  references.  Walter 
Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  (“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly  recommended 
for  the  advanced  numismatist. 


Superb  AU  N-l  1  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-11.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine 
Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50.  69.74 
grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and  quite 
handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected  ar¬ 
eas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking  pres¬ 
sure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early 

American  coins . 5,925 

1688)  Breen-78,  N-4E.  American  Plantations 
token.  MS-60.  A.k.a.  Plantation  “halfpenny.” 
MS-60  or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 
This  is  the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the 
obverse  die  break  normally  seen  is  not  present 


on  this  specimen).  Due  to  the  nature  of  the 
composition  (tin),  most  of  these  are  seen  with 
heavy  corrosion.  This  is  a  pleasant  exception  to 

the  rule! . 1 ,995 

The  denomination  on  the  coin  is  expressed  as  1  /24th 
real.  In  the  Spanish  system,  eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar, 
and  two  reales  (or  bits),  equaling  25  cents  (the  term  “two 
bits”  for  the  American  quarter  dollar  has  this  origin).  1  /24th 
part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24th  of  12.5  cents,  or  about  a 
halfpenny  (although  the  British  and  Spanish  denominations 
cannot  be  converted  evenly) . 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Elephant  well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with 
most  lettering  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  fea¬ 
ture  well  defined.  A  classic  early  rarity.  .4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  re¬ 
corded.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  cir¬ 
culate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settle¬ 
ments  there.  Most  examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value 
of  a  halfpenny. 

1786  Ryder-8.  Rarity  4-.  Vermont  copper.  Land¬ 
scape  type.  Fine  to  VF.  VERMONTENSIUM 
spelling.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Above  average 
quality  planchet.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
the  type  and  variety. . 1 ,295 

1786  R-ll.  Rarity-4+.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  F-15.  On  a  somewhat  rough  planchet  as 
always  seen.  Quite  elusive . 1 ,495 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to 
have  been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  of  Machin’s  Mills), 
and  thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  varieties  of  in¬ 
digenous  Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this  case  of 
King  George  II,  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth  light  brown 
surfaces.  A  planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse, 
and  some  minor  planchet  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse,  but 
overall  this  is  in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of  this  issue. 

1788  R-16.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  F-15  with 
some  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  Smooth,  attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  mint-caused 
planchet  clip . 295 


Struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  (at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond 
near  Newburgh,  NY),  which  at  the  time  had  a  partnership 
arrangement  with  Vermont  coiner  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr. 

1786  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and 
brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 
Horned  Bust.  EF-45.  Slightly  rough  dark  brown 
surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  mahogany  in 
areas.  Some  natural  obverse  planchet  flaws  as 
made.  Sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  .495 

From  the  late  die  state  with  “horn”  break  from  shoulder, 
and  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 
Horned  Bust,  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  F-12. 

Medium  brown . 145 

1787  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 475 

1787  M3 1 .  l-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 
defect  on  rim.  Old  attribution  number  inked 
in  left  obverse  field  (usually  removable  if  de¬ 
sired.)  .  165 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Drafted  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275 

1787  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  “Skeleton 

Hand”  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF-25 . 425 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still 
seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking 
up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety). 
Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  superb 
piece  overall . 325 

The  arm  and  hand  of  the  seated  figure  are  bony  (skel¬ 
etal)  in  appearance. 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 975 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Lett. 

F-15.  Very  faint  porosity.  . 155 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Lett. 
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VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 355 

D8~'  M33.39-S.  1 .  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium 

brown.  Attractive . 145 

1787  M34-FF.1.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small 

planchet  streak  on  obverse.  Attractive . 325 

178”  M36-L.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 135 

178"7  M37.3-L  Rarity-3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and 
detail  for  the  grade . 175 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Net 
VF-20.  Very  little  actual  wear,  but  with  planchet 
fissures,  etc.,  as  made  and  as  often  seen.  ..  175 

1788  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Ml  1-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 .  195 

1788  M16.1-H  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left, 
a  somewhat  anachronistic  motif  by  1788.  EF- 
40 .  395 

From  our  Frederick  Taylor  Collection  sale,  March  1 987, 
Lot  2726  (photocopy  of  catalogue  description  free  on  request); 
earlier  from  Stacks  sale  of  January  1969,  Lot  65. 


1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Figure 
facing  left.  AU-55.  Rich,  lustrous  light  brown 
surfaces  with  ample  lighter  color.  One  of  the 
very  finest  Nova  Eborac  coppers  we’ve  ever  seen 

or  handled.  A  remarkable  coin . 2,495 

1786  Maris  17-J.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Choice  color.  245 
1786  M17-K.  Rarity-4.  New  Jersey.  F-12 . 275 

1786  M24-R  New  Jersey  copper.  VG-8 . 85 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 
1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  F-15 . 195 

1787  M34-J.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Lightly  porous  but 
attractive.  Struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper.  175 
Parts  of  the  AUCTOR1  CONNEC  legend  may  be  seen 
among  the  letters  of  NOVA  CAESAREA. 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 
shield .  149 


New  Purchases ! 

This  issue  is  filled  with  hundreds  of 
new  purchases  from  our  nationwide  buy¬ 
ing  trip.  You  get  first  pick  of  them  right  here! 

J ust  telephone  1  -800-222-5993  and  our 
Direct  Sales  Department  will  take  care  of 
your  order  today.  Be  sure  to  ask  about  our 
Order  It  Today,  Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  over¬ 
night  service! 


Remarkable  1787  Mass.  Half  Cent 
Condition  Census 


1787  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity-3.  Massachusetts  half 
cent.  AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown 
surfaces  showing  minute  details  of  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur . 2,750 

1787  R  2b-C.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-VF . 465 

1787  R  3-G.  Massachusetts  cent.  VF-EF.  Medium 
brown  planchet.  From  an  old-time  New  En¬ 
gland  colonial  collection . 780 


General  style  with  period  after  MASSACFIUSETTS. 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  EF-40.  Obverse  design 
similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left 
coppers . 895 

1789  Breen-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,275 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firms  1789 
founding. 

1789  B-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet.  166.64 
grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  piece.  ...  1,275 

1789-dated  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet.  EF-45.  575 

1792  Kentucky  token.  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER 

LONDON  OR  BRISTOL  edge.  EF-40.  Lustrous 
brown  with  some  traces  of  lighter  color . 320 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially 
nice  specimen . 1,295 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern 
part  of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  These  to¬ 
kens,  denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham, 
England  and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America. 
As  it  turned  out,  many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to 
make  half  cents. 

1791  Washington  Large  Eagle  cent.  VF-30  or  finer. 
Medium  brown . 495 

Excellent  and  impressive  workmanship  and  striking. 
Minted  in  England,  where  coining  technology  was  several 
decades  ahead  of  the  facilities  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint 
would  use  upon  its  opening  in  1792-1793. 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  EF-45  to  AU-50. 

PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Very  early  (and  unusual)  die 
state;  no  bulge  or  failure.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1795  B-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with 
some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St. 

Mali'  Cents 

Basic  information:  Half  cents  were  minted  inter¬ 
mittently  from  1793-1857,  and  are  classified  by  “B” 

and  “C”  numbers,  from  these  reference  books: 

Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half Cents 


1793-1857,  and  RogerS.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style 
of  1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations 
of  1794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Lib¬ 
erty  cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  right; 
1809-1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided 
Hair  (also  called  Coronet)  type. 

1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  AG-3.  Legible  date  and 
word  LIBERTY.  Portrait  is  distinctive,  and 
much  reverse  detail  is  seen.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Light  brown  planchet.  A  very  nice  coin  despite 
the  technical  grade  of  AG-3 . 1 ,195 


Exceptional  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-3,  C-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A 

superbly  struck  specimen  with  exceptional  de¬ 
tail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words  HALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse.  Not  one  in  10  1793  half 
cents  at  this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 19,800 

1794  B-6b,  C-4a.  VF-20.  Bold  definition  of  de¬ 

tails  as  typical  for  this  date.  Very  faint  poros¬ 
ity.  .  1,395 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

1805  B-l,  0-1.  F-12.  Double  struck.  Partial 

brockage . 1 ,250 

Some  reverse  leaf  details  are  visible  in  the  obverse  field 
before  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  A  nice  display  item.  J.P.  Martin 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Authentication 
Bureau  (ANAAB)  commented  in  a  note:  “The  previous  coin 
struck  stuck  in  the  obverse  die.  This  planchet  was  then  struck 
off-center  producing  a  reverse  brockage  that  shows  on  the 
right  obverse  field.  The  reverse  was  struck  off  center  which 
shows  above  F  AM.  Then  the  coin  was  struck  again  in  the 
normal  position.” 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Brown  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  bluish  gray  highlights.  Still  quite  lustrous, 
despite  evidence  of  brief  circulation.  Die  State 


III . 519 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20.  Fairly  difficult  to  obtain 

in  this  high  (for  B-2)  grade . 825 

1809  over  inverted  9.  B-5,  C-5.  EF-40 . 169 


1809  B-4,  C-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  First  year  of  the  Classic  Head  type.  385 
1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  tinges  of  a  lighter  color.  ..  385 


1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 265 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 325 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 475 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  nice  mixture 
of  fiery  mint  red  with  lustrous  brown.  ..  1,495 


A  Fine  Collection 
Is  Your  Best  Investment 
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Gem  Red  1835  Half  Cent 


the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  t fit 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 9,250 


(IIFIIMAI,  AM)  I'll  ms  It  COINS 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mint 
color . 2,395 


1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer . 1 ,730 

1  855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen.  Not  easy  to  find  with  this 

aesthetic  quality. . 1,150 

1855  B-l.  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  surfaces.  .395 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 475 

Remarkable  Gem  1857 


Superb  Gem  1841  Original 


1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are  light 
brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and  with 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few 

dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  spcci/nen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 


Gem  1845  Original  Half  Cent 


1845  B-la.  Original.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Large 
berries  reverse.  Surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  me¬ 
dium  brown  and  lighter  reddish-brown.  A  sharp 
and  very  desirable  gem  specimen  of  what  has 
been  traditionally  considered  the  ultimate  date 
in  the  rare  1840-1848  Proof-only  series.  It  is 
believed  that  fewer  than  three  dozen  coins  ex¬ 


ist  in  all  grades  combined . 4,950 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 169 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Somewhat 

scarce  in  this  grade . 1,995 

1 850  B-l ,  C-l .  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 1 35 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 155 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossy 

brown . 1 ,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 1,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135 


1 855  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-65  RB.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  with  about  80%  original  mint  red  on  the 
obverse . 1,750 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full 
original  mint  red,  and  with  more  red  than  some 
coins  called  “MS-65  RD  have!  Certainly  this 
is  in  the  top  1%  of  surviving  1857  half  cents 
quality-wise . 2,750 

To  our  knowledge  the  1857  half  cent  has  never  been 
represented  in  any  hoard,  and  the  survival  of  an  outstanding 
specimen  such  as  this  is  a  matter  of  very  rare  chance. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 325 

According  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  who 
certainly  was  in  a  position  to  know,  most  of  the  small  mint¬ 
age  of  the  1 857  half  cent  was  melted  at  the  Mint. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 
brown . 365 


Large  Cents 

Basic  information:  Large  cents,  dated  from 
1793-1857  (with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  year 
1815)  are  classified  by  Sheldon  numbers  (“S”  num¬ 
bers)  as  described  in  the  beginning  of  the  text  of 
Penny  Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1793-1814)  and 
in  Howard  Newcombs  United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857  (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different 
ways.  The  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic 
listing  of  dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  in¬ 
clude  1793,  1799,  and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

High  Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 


Memorable  1794  S-17a  Rarity 
Head  of  1793 


1794  S-17a.  Rarity-5.  Head  of  1793.  VG-8. 

Golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and 
oxidation  spots;  attractive  overall  and,  of  course, 

subject  to  your  satisfaction . 3,595 

Head  of  1793,  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  the  1793  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S- 
17a  exist  in  all  grades. 

Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 


variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 

extraordinary  specimen . 7,950 

1794  S-32.  VF-25.  Late  die  state.  Two  scratches  on 
obverse.  Excellent  design  details . 1 ,095 


Famous  “Starred  Reverse”  1794 


1794  S-48.  Rarity-5.  Starred  Reverse.  G-5.  The 

most  famous  of  all  1794  cent  varieties,  perhaps 
the  most  famous  of  all  large  cents.  Around  the 
reverse  rim  is  a  circle  of  94  five-pointed  stars. 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin  is 
authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee  for¬ 
ever  that  ever)'  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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On  this  specimen  28  of  the  stars  are  visible 
around  the  reverse  rims.  Attractive  light  brown 

surfaces . 8,950 

1  he  reason  for  the  creation  of  this  issue  is  not  known. 
Explanations  have  been  varied  and  have  ranged  from  it  be¬ 
ing  a  pattern  issue  to,  as  Dr.  Sheldon  put  it,  the  whim  of  an 
idle  hour  at  the  Mint.  Ex  Stack's  March  1982  sale,  Lot  604. 

Highly  Important  1794  S-64 
Missing  Fraction  Bar 


1794  S-64.  The  famous  Missing  Fraction  Bar 
variety.  Rarity-5.  EF-40.  Superb,  rich  brown 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  strike.  A  truly  remark¬ 
able  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  of  all 
1794  cents,  a  coin  which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be 
in  significantly  lower  grades.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 4,895 

Maris’  Shielded  Hair  obverse,  so  called  as  the  left  border 
is  unusually  high,  thus  protecting  Miss  Liberty  from  wear. 

The  reverse  displays  the  fraction  1  1 00  without  the  usual 
bar  separating  the  numerals,  the  only  1794  reverse  with  this 
feature. 

In  Penny  Whimsy  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  pays  particu¬ 
lar  tribute  to  the  artistry  and  desirability  of  this  variety,  not¬ 
ing  that  “the  bust  is  in  relatively  high  relief,  like  some  of  the 
earlier  ones,  and  the  detail  of  the  face  and  hair  is  more  deli¬ 
cately  treated  that  it  is  on  those  we  have  last  been  consider¬ 
ing —  Coins  from  this  beautiful  die  are  always  in  demand.” 

1796  Draped  Bust.  S-102.  F-15  with  some  claims 

to  a  higher  grade . 995 

1798  S-186.  VF-30.  Pleasing  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Just  purchased . 1,150 

Gorgeous  1800/79  Overdate 


1800/79  S-196.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  brown  mint 
frost,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  strike 
with  excellent  definition  of  detail.  Final  0  in 
date  higher  than  on  the  other  overdates  of  this 
year;  thus,  definitive . 4,750 

The  Mint  prepared  dies  in  advance.  In  1800,  a  die  dated 
179  was  on  hand,  intended  for  punching  a  final  digit  such  as 
a  9  to  create  a  1799  cent.  However,  the  year  1799  came  and 
went,  and  this  die  wasn’t  used.  Rather  than  waste  it,  the  Mint 
overpunched  the  second  and  third  digits  with  the  numbers 
80  and  added  a  final  0,  creating  the  1800/179  cent  (more 
properly,  an  1 800  cent  with  80  in  date  over  79). 

1 802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T cut 
over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES. 


A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim 

at  12:00 . 695 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
LIBERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

Condition  Census  1803  S-262  Rarity 

1803  S-262.  Rarity  6.  Small  Date.  VF-20.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  issues  of  its  era. 
Light  brown  surfaces.  Small  scratch  from  fraction 
to  left  wreath  ribbon.  Condition  Census.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  2,295 

1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  storied  variety. . 850 

The  so-called  1804  “restrike”  is  not  a  restrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid-19th  century  by  par¬ 
ties  unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1 803  cent 
was  altered  by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse, 
rather  than  being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1 804,  is  from 
the  continuous  (not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style. 
Quite  possibly,  it  was  produced  to  create  a  “filler"  rather  than 
to  deceive. 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only  die  variety 


of  this  year.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  hand¬ 
some  addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet . 1 ,750 

1817  Newcomb-1 1.13  Stars.  EF-45 . 265 


1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as 
it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual 
around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would 

challenge  the  MS-60  level . 1,250 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45 . 725 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Always  popu¬ 
lar . 475 

1819  N-10.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Highly 
glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for  the 

variety  specialist . 595 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  of  the  year  (cf. 
John  D.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four 
times  that  of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  1,295 
1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 

minor  marks . 1,150 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light 
tan  surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,250 

N-l  1  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity 
at  this  level. 

1833  N-5.  Homed  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 795 


1  he  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8"  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine.  2, 1 50 
1  he  cents  of  1839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  sev¬ 
eral  different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example 
(1839/6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years 
earlier.  Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a 
collection”  would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of 
this  year. 

1841  N-3.  MS-62.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck.  Most  of  the  design  features  show  bold 
definition,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars.  The  obverse  shows  a  small  rim  scrape 
at  the  2:00  position.  In  the  Condition  Census 
for  the  variety.  Check  it  out  on  approval,  and 


you’ll  like  it;  satisfaction  guaranteed!  . 695 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  VF-20.  Repuncbed  6  in 

date . 25 

1847  N-10.  VF-35 . 99 

1847  N-l  1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Outstanding! . 595 

1847  N-24.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  medium  brown 
surfaces . 365 

1847  N-28.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 75 

1848  N-l  2.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-l 7.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-22.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235 

1848  N-22.  EF-45 . 139 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 210 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 119 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 165 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 115 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 159 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 79 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 65 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 55 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 95 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 69 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 149 

1848  N-34.  Rarity-5 +.  F-12 . 85 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 105 

1848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 265 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 75 

1848  N-39.  Rarity-6-.  VF-20 . 210 

1848  N-4 1.  AU-50 . 265 

1848  N-4 1.  VF-30 . 65 

1848  N-42.  Rarity-6.  G-5 . 65 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  The  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  tor  example, 


one  crossbar  above  the  other. 

1849  N-l  4.  VF-20 . 35 

1849  N-l 7.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 145 

1850  N-6.  EF-40 . 75 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 


1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 
ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and 
the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for  the  date. 
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type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 1 19 

1851  AU-50 . 135 

1851  EF-40 . 69 

1851  VF-35 . 42 

1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown.  695 
1851  N-13.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  many 

large  cents  recently  added  to  our  extensive  in¬ 
ventory.  .  895 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1852  N-5.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 325 

1852  N-14.  EF-45 . 99 

1852  N-l 6.  AU-50 . 115 

1853  AU-55 . 159 

1853  AU-50 . 135 

1853  EF-45 . 75 

1853  VF-30 . 35 

1853  VF-20 . 29 

1853  N-3.  AU-50 . 119 

1853  N-l  6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-24.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-25.  VF-30 . 35 


1854  N-l 4.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown  with  tinges  of 

red.  Lots  of  value  here! . 145 

1855  N-5.  Rarity-5.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 165 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  55,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 1 40 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1857  N-l.  I^rge  Date.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  issue  of 

the  old  “large”  cent . 1,850 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache). 
Always  a  favorite  date .  295 


Small  Cents 


Indian  Mead  CciiIn 

Basic  information:  Indian  cents  were  minted 
from  1859  through  1909,  and  were  struck  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  design  types.  The  1859  issue,  with 
laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to  its  year;  then 
follows  the  1 860-1 864  copper-nickel  style  with  oak 


wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after  which  thin 
planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from  1864 
through  1909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  varieties 
include  1864  with  Lon  ribbon,  1871,  1872,  1877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as 
there  is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even 
among  coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces 
to  add  to  our  holdings.  The  following  offering  re¬ 
flects  our  search  in  this  regard.  Most  coins  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  First  year  of  issue; 
the  only  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse  de¬ 
sign . 795 

1861  AU-50.  Scarcest  date  of  the  era . 145 

1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 

this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! . 1 ,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-60.  Minor  split  planchet . 1 10 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS) . 279 

1864  copper-nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  of  remarkable  quality.  Especially  sharp 
strike.  Last  of  the  copper-nickel  cents.  First  or¬ 
der  gets  it  for  only . 1,195 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  319 
1864  bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red. 

Very  lustrous.  Beautiful!  . 395 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant 
nearly  full  original  red  surfaces  with  very  little 

brown . 1,395 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 525 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  265 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  specimen; 

quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 895 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 795 

A  splendid  specimen,  predominantly  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 

1867  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 

1 867  MS-60.  Glossy  light  brown  with  a  few  hints 

of  red . 250 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 750 


Likes  Our  1839  Large  Cent 


“Dear  Folks: 

“Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  1839 
“Booby  Head”  MS  large  cent  (Ref.  671700, 
order  No.  10377).  A  short  time  ago  I  read  an 
article  by  Mr.  Bowers  in  one  of  the  numis¬ 
matic  periodicals  saying  that  late-date  large 
cents  were  “good  buys"  in  EF  condition  at 
under  $75. 

“Since  I  have  been  putting  together  a  set 
of  these  issues  ( 1 835- 1 857)  in  EF  for  the  past 


year  or  so,  I  have  purchased  a  number  in  this 
condition  from  various  dealers. 

“Your  VF-30  coin,  however,  is  superior 
in  my  mind  to  most  of  the  large  cents  graded 
EF  that  I  have  obtained  elsewhere.  It  just 
goes  to  show  that  what  appears  to  be  a 
bargain  in  numismatics  is  often  not  a  bar¬ 
gain  at  all  but  just  another  overgraded  coin. 
Thanks  again.” 

— R.J.B.,  M.D. 


1 868  MS-64  RD  (N(  i( .).  A  splendid,  blazing  r<  <1 

specimen . 1 ,395 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  MS-60 . 575 

1869/9  (repunchcd  9)  AU-50  (with  ANA  certifi¬ 
cate  for  grade  and  authenticity)  . 525 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  VF-30 . 335 

1869  MS-65  RB  (N(  1C).  Lustrous.  Scarce  so 

fine .  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 975 

1869  VF-30 . 249 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces 

have  hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high 
points.  A  splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce 
date .  1,195 

1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 

Pick-Axe  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 
charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 
ture) .  1,195 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 695 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1870  EF-40 . 325 

1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  nearly 

lull  (80%  to  90%)  original  mint  red.  Extraor¬ 
dinarily  difficult  to  find  this  grade . 1,395 

1 87 1  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 725 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  AU-50 . 425 


Gem  Red  1872  Cent  Rarity 


1872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  rare  and  highly  desired  date,  a  recent  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  beautiful  specimen  we  sold  some  time 
ago  and  have  just  reacquired.  First  order  gets  it 

for  only . 2,450 

1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date  issue.  725 
1872  MS-62  BN.  A  lustrous,  very  attractive  coin 

that’s  sure  to  please!  . 639 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces . 639 

1872  VF-30 . 329 

1872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 319 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Rare  so  fine! . 1 ,280 

Closed  3  coins  of  various  denominations  were  made  early 
in  the  year.  At  quick  glance  the  3  resembles  an  8;  thus,  1873 
seems  to  be  1878.  This  was  corrected,  and  dies  made  later 


have  the  knobs  on  the  3  farther  apart  (Open  3). 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1873  Open  3  EF-40 . 110 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395 

1874  MS-63  RB . 235 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 22S 

1875  EF-40 . 85 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 625 

1876  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem . 950 
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V.D.B  Cents 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Here’s  one  for  Ripley’s  “Believe  It  or  Not”:  without  the 
Panama  Canal,  the  Lincoln  cent  might  never  have  existed. 

When  1  heodore  Roosevelt  checked  on  the  canal  construc¬ 
tion  site  in  1 906,  he  became  the  first  president 
to  visit  a  foreign  country  while  in  office. 

Before  leaving  Panama,  he  promised:  “I 
shall  see  if  it  is  not  possible  to  provide 
for  some  little  memorial,  some  mark, 
some  badge,  which  will  always  distin¬ 
guish  the  man  who  for  a  certain  space 
of  time  has  done  his  work  well  in  this 
Isthmus,  just  as  the  button  of  the  Grand 
Army  distinguishes  the  man  who  did  his 
work  well  in  the  Civil  War.” 

Frank  Millet,  a  prominent  artist  who  later  lost 
his  life  in  the  1912  Titanic  disaster,  recommended  a 
medal  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar.  For  the  obverse,  the 
Isthmian  Canal  Commission  suggested  a  portrait  of 
President  Roosevelt.  The  reverse  had  an  aerial  view  of 
the  Culebra  Cut,  and  the  motto  THE  LAND  DI VI DED, 
THE  WORLD  UNITED. 

More  than  100  pounds  of  copper,  bronze  and  the  other 
material  from  abandoned  French  locomotives  and  machinery 
on  the  Isthmus  was  shipped  to  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia. 
From  this,  the  medals  were  struck  for  presentation  to  all 
Americans  who  had  worked  on  the  canal  for  two  or  more 
years.  An  inscribed  bar  was  attached  for  each  additional  two 
years  of  service. 

New  York  sculptor  Victor  D.  Brenner  designed  the  medal. 
In  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  His  Time 
(1920),  author  Joseph  B.  Bishop 
wrote  that  Brenner  “modeled  a  me¬ 
dallion  of  President  Roosevelt  at  per¬ 
sonal  sittings  at  Oyster  Bay  in  July 
1908.”  It  was  during  these  sittings 
that  Roosevelt  admired  another  cre¬ 
ation  by  Brenner,  a  rectangular  medal 
or  plaque  picturing  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln.  The  Rough  Rider  liked  it  so 
much  that  he  asked  Brenner  to  de¬ 
sign  a  new  cent  for  the  100th  anni¬ 
versary  of  Lincoln  s  birth. 

The  first  examples  were  released  in  August  1909.  In  a 
Milwaukee  Daily  News  editorial,  Carl  Sandburg  wrote,  “The 


common,  homely  face  of  1  lonest  Abe  looks 
good  on  the  penny,  the  coin  of  the  common 
folk  from  whom  he  came  and  to  whom  he 
belongs.”  But  the  New  York  Times  said  that 
Lincoln  didn’t  need  the  “immortality  of  a 
copper  cent,  and  warned  that  the  precedent 
would  “assuredly  be  bad  in  the  case  of  some 
of  his  successors.”  Lamenting  the  passing  of 
the  Indian  Head  design,  the  newspaper  de¬ 
scribed  the  new  cent  as  “another  ill-consid¬ 
ered  freak  of  Mr.  Roosevelt’s  will.”  (At  the 
time  the  cent  was  released,  William  Howard 
Taft  was  president,  and  Roosevelt  was  hunt¬ 
ing  big  game  in  Africa.) 

Other  critics  complained  that  Brenner’s 
initials,  V.D.B. ,  were  too  prominent  on  the 
reverse  of  the  cent.  According  to  The  Numis¬ 
matist,  “The  origin  of  cause  for  these  criticisms  has  been  traced 
to  Philadelphia  and  Washington,  from  sources  where  selfish 
motives  are  not  unknown  when  a  coin  type  has  been  issued  other 
than  that  produced  by  a  government  employee.” 

Less  than  two  weeks  after  the  new  cent  made  its  debut, 
production  was  suspended  while  new  reverse  dies  were 
being  prepared.  The  August  28,  1909  issue  of  Mekeel’s 
Weekly  Stamp  News  reprinted  a  story  with  an  August  1 5 
dateline: 

“Secretary  of  the  Treasury  [Franklin] 
MacVeagh  announced  today  he  had  decided 
to  have  the  minting  of  the  new  Lincoln 
pennies  stopped  and  that  new  dies  will  be 
prepared  eliminating  the  initials  of  the 
designer,  which  now  appear  so  promi¬ 
nently,  and  substituting  the  single  initial 
B.  in  an  obscure  part  of  the  design. 
“The  Secretary  said  that  none  of  the 
pennies  issued  so  far  would  be  called  in, 
but  that  the  minting  would  be  stopped 
because  a  sufficient  supply  was  on  hand.  The 
initials  V.D.B.  are  those  of  the  designer,  V.D.  Brenner  of  New 
York,  and  the  single  letter  B.,  in  an  inconspicuous  place,  will  be 
left  on  the  new  dies  as  recognition  of  Mr.  Brenner’s  work. 

“Mr.  MacVeagh  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  initials 
would  appear  in  embossed  form  on  the  pennies,  and  that  he  was 
surprised  when  he  saw  the  prominent  place  they  had  been  given 
in  the  design.  It  has  been  customary  to  permit  designers  to  cut 
one  or  more  of  their  initials  into  the  design  somewhere,  but  these 

letters  usually  have  been  so  small  as  to 
require  a  magnifying  glass  to  discover 
them.” 

Whether  a  magnifying  glass  was  re¬ 
quired  to  see  it  or  not,  the  Mint’s  chief 
engraver,  Charles  E.  Barber  objected  to 
the  use  of  the  single  letter  “B”  on  the 
cent.  Barber  was  already  using  the  initial 
to  sign  his  coins  and  didn’t  want  anyone 
to  think  the  Lincoln  cent  was  his  cre¬ 
ation.  So  Brenner’s  initials  were  elimi¬ 
nated  altogether. 

In  a  letter  to  American  Numismatic 
Association  President  Farran  Zerbe,  Brenner  wrote:  “Much  fume 
has  been  made  about  my  initials  as  a  means  of advertisement;  such 
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A  BACK  IN  1909  the  Hudson-Fulton  Celebration  was  staged  in  New 
York.  Here  is  shown  an  impressive  line  of  battleships  steaming  up  the 
Hudson  while  a  crowd  watches  from  shore.  Meanwhile  on  the  numismatic 
scene,  in  August  1909  the  new  Lincoln  cent  design  made  its  debut  and 
created  a  sensation. 


is  not  the  case.  The  very  talk  the 
initials  has  brought  out  has  done 
more  good  for  numismatics  than  it 
could  do  me  personally.” 

He  was  right.  Rumors  of  an 
impending  recall  ofV.D.B.  cents 
led  to  a  run  on  banks,  with  long 
lines  reported  in  New  York,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and 
St.  1  -ouis.  In  front  of  the  subtrea¬ 
sury  building  on  Wall  Street, 
newsboys  did  a  thriving  business 
in  Lincoln  cents,  charging  as  much 
as  25  cents  apiece.  Texas  coin 
dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  predicted  “it 
is  likely  that  the  present  issue  of 
the  new  cents  will  never  reach 
general  circulation,  and  that  they 
will  command  a  slight  premium.” 

Advertising  in  the  classified 
section  of Mekeel’s,  E.D.  Bothwell 
of  Oakland,  Cal.,  offered  “new 
Lincoln  pennies,  V.D.B.,  first  is¬ 
sue,  rare,  each,  postfree.”  Pre¬ 
sumably  these  were  1909-S 
V.D.B.  cents.  Fewer  than  half  a 
million  were  produced,  but  most 
collectors  of  the  era  were  not  in¬ 
terested  in  mintmark  varieties.  The  Numismatist  predicted: 

“Some  day  in  the  far  distant  future  the  numismatist  may  occasion¬ 
ally  have  to  answer:  ‘Say  Mister,  how  much  will  you  give  me  for  one  of 
those  rare  Lincoln  cents  made  way  back  in  1909... the  rare  kind  of 
V.D.B.  on  it? 

“But  today,  and  for  untold  days,  so  frequent  will  be  the  question  that 
it  seems  advisable  for  the  coin  merchant  to  have  in  constant  operation 


a  phonograph  that  will  grind  out,  ‘No  premium  on  Lincoln  cents  with 
V.D.B.  on  them,  or  with  anything  else  on  or  off  them.” 

At  the  1909  ANA  convention  in  Montreal,  collectors  passed  a 
resolution  protesting  the  removal  of  Brenner’s  initials.  But  it  was  not 
until  1918  that  the  almost  microscopic  letters  V.D.B.  were  restored  to 
the  cent,  this  time  on  the  obverse,  along  the  edge  of  Lincoln’s  portrait. 
For  Brenner,  the  recognition  came  too  late.  He  died  the  previous  year. 


Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified  and  guaranteed  to  please! 
Total  list  price  on  this  “I  love  commems!’’  package  is  $6,407  and  it 
can  be  yours  for  just  $5,760!  Not  only  will  you  love  these  fascinating 
and  interesting  coins,  but  you  will  love  Q.  David  Bowers’  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  a  free 
bonus  gift  with  your  purchase!  It  will  provide  you  with  everything 
you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  each  commemorative  issue. 


1 936  Bridgeport 
1954  Carver-Washington 
1 936  Cleveland 
1936  Delaware 
1936  Elgin 
1920  Maine 
1934  Maryland 
1938  New  Rochelle 
1926-S  Oregon  Trail 
1920  Pilgrim 
1936  Rhode  Island 
1936  Robinson 
1936-D  San  Diego 
1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington 
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Mint  State  1877  Rarity 
18"^  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  ot  the  key  issue  in  the  series.  At¬ 


tractive  medium  brown  fields . 2,795 

18^8  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  red . 435 

1879  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1879  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  red.  Beautiful!  . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN . 275 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1880  MS-65  RB . 295 

1880  MS-64  BN . 135 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1883  Proof-64  BN . 165 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering,  splen¬ 
did  coin . 595 

1884  MS-65  RD . 675 

1884  MS-64  BN . 159 

1884  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 159 

1885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 595 

1885  Proof-62  BN . 135 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 

The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 


reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1885  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  date  between 
1879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design,  1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 


1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1885  MS-63  BN . 175 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 425 


1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  625 

On  the  Type  I  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  I  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse . 625 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB.  Scarce . 1,050 


On  the  Type  II  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache). 
Mostly  brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce 


variety.  .  439 

1887  Proof-62  BN . 115 

1887  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 75 

1888  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1888  MS-63  BN . 115 

1888  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 115 

1889  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1890  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 450 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1892  Proof-64  RB . 265 

1893  Proof-64  RB . 219 


1893  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1894  MS-63  RD . 189 

1894  MS-63  RB . 89 

1894  MS-62  RB  (Hallmark) . 85 

1894  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 69 

1895  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1895  Repunched  date.  MS-60 . 49 

1896  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1896  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  One  of  many 

new  items  offered  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  (to  save  space,  we  haven’t  specifically 

identified  99%  of  our  new  buys) . 119 

1898  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1898  MS-63  RB . 59 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 

gem! . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1899  MS-65  RB . 115 

1899  MS-64  RB . 69 

1899  MS-62  BN . 29 

1901  MS-63  RB . 49 

1901  AU-58 . 23 

1901  AU-55 . 22 

1902  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1902  AU-50 . 17 

1903  Proof-62  RB . 135 

1903  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 59 

1903  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 39 

1904  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1905  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1905  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1905  AU-55 . 22 

1905  AU-50 . 17 

1906  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1906  MS-64  RD . 119 

1906  AU-55 . 22 

1907  Proof-62  RB.  Remarkable  for  its  low  Proof 

mintage  of  only  1 ,47 5  pieces,  the  smallest  of  its 
era . 135 

1907  AU-55 . 22 

1907  AU-50 . 17 

1908  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1908  MS-63  RB . 35 

1908-S  MS-63  RD . 495 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

1908-S  MS-62  RB . 279 

1908-S  EF-45 . 95 

1908- S  EF-40 . 85 

1909  Indian.  Prool-64  BN . 185 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny 

surfaces . 365 

1909  MS-63  RB . 42 

1909  Indian.  AU-58 . 25 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 

coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu- 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  nicely  with  a  bril¬ 
liant  set  of  cents . 1,495 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  A 

lovely  coin . 825 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 

hintolii  (Tills 

Basic  information:  Lincoln  cents  are  among  the 
most  popular  United  States  series.  Among  key  is¬ 
sues  are  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B.,  the  1914-D, 
and  the  1955  Doubled  Die,  although  numerous 
others  are  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Matte  Proofs 
were  struck  from  1909-1916  and  have  a  sandblast 
or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly  toned  (due 
to  storage  in  upper  wrappers  as  provided  by  the 
Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are  mostly 
of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror”  finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln 
cents,  as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  vendors. 
As  is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  we  often  have  to  look 
at  many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a  few. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin, 
brilliant  and  frosty,  a  glittering  gem! . 2,150 

One  of  the  nicest  specimens  we’ve  seen. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue . 1,395 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent . 1,395 

This  coin  offers  an  ideal  combination  of  very  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  It  possesses  full  original  mint  red  sur¬ 
faces  of  gem  quality  and  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 
tion. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 


text)  price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example 

of  this  key  rarity. . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 695 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  brown.  ...650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35.  Light  brown . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (ANACS  Cache) . 550 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-8.  Light  brown . 465 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).. ..85 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB . 165 

1909-S  Lincoln.  AU-50 . 135 

1909- S  Lincoln.  EF-40 . 89 

1910- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 375 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1910-S  MS-65  RB . 145 

1910-S  AU-50 . 59 

1910-S  EF-45 . 24 

1911  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 85 


191 1-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this  high 
grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are  readily 
available).  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector.  695 

191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike.  425 

191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Light  D  mintmark.  195 
191  1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Outstanding  qual¬ 
ity.  .  3 1 0 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 310 
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191 1-D  MS-63  BN 
191  l-D  EF-45 . 


191 1-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  We  “reached”  for  this 
coin  when  we  bought  it,  but  it  is  a  brilliant  gem 


and  as  nice  as  you  will  ever  find! . 850 

191 1-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  completely 

red . 495 

191 1-S  MS-63  BN . 169 

191 1-S  MS-60 . 129 

191 1-S  AU-50 . 65 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 950 

1912-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 340 

1912-D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1912-D  EF-40 . 38 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995 

1912- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red.  .275 
1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red.  A  truly  splen¬ 
did  specimen.  Rarely  seen  this  nice! . 275 

1912- S  AU-55 . 69 

1913  MS-65  RD . 225 

1913  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 89 

1913- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 795 

1913-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Gems  such  as  this  are 

very  difficult  to  find . 795 

1913-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  lull  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350 

1913-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 349 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1913- S  AU-50 . 65 

1914  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1914- D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 695 

1914-D  EF-45 . 525 

1914-S  EF-45 . 42 

1915  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  little  gem! . 375 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  gem . 375 

1915  MS-62  RB  (PCI) . 99 


Blazing  Gem  1915-D  Cent 


1915-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  original 
red  gem.  The  finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  this 


date . 2,900 

In  Mint  State,  never  mind  MS-66  but  at  any  Mint  State 
level,  1915-D  is  quite  undervalued.  However,  in  well-worn 
grades  the  1915-D  is  very  common. 

1915-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 235 

1915-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 295 

1915-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 850 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 95 


1916-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin  for  the  advanced 
specialist! . 1,295 

A  highly  important  “condition  rarity,”  that  is,  a  coin 
that  is  plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint 
State  echelon  is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  lull  mint 


red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916-D  MS-63  RB.  Mostly  brown . 149 

1917  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 140 


1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy” 
lustre.  Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just 
beginning  to  appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower 


grades,  but  decidedly  elusive  at  this  level.  .695 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 239 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 239 

1917-D  MS-64  RB . 169 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 169 

1917-S  MS-64  BN . 139 

1917-  S  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1918- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original 

red.  An  outstanding  specimen.  Sharply  struck 
and  very  beautiful . 1 ,095 

1919  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 140 

1919  MS-63  RB . 24 

1919- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 395 

1919-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919-D  MS-63  BN . 75 

1919-S  MS-63  RB . 79 

1919- S  MS-63  BN . 69 

1920  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1920  MS-64  RD . 35 

1920- S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89 

1921  MS-63  BN . 45 


Superb  Gem  1921-S  1C 


1921-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of 
a  great  rarity  (in  this  grade).  Brilliant,  bright 
original  mint  red.  One  of  the  very  finest  speci¬ 
mens  in  existence  of  this  scarce  issue . 2,995 

The  prime  key  varieties  in  the  1920s  are  the  1921-S, 
1 923-S,  1 924-D,  and  1 926-S.  Each  of  these  is  scarce  in  worn 
grades  and  has  been  for  years.  In  Mint  State  they  are  even 
harder  to  find.  The  present  listing  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  had  of  early  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  through 
the  early  1 930s. 

1921-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  for  this  variety.  695 
1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 


so . 345 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 

the  key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 345 

Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high  grade  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  and  is  priced  at  less  than  half  of  what  we  ask  for  a  red- 
surface  coin,  here  indeed,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  excellent  buy. 

1921-S  AU-58 . 75 

1921-S  AU-50 . 58 


Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANA(  IS  Cache).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise 
quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than 
usually  seen . 2,295 

I  he  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled  -in  1922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year, 
1 1  ic  I )  less  1922-D,  du  1922  Plain,  bis  filled  a  special  need 
with  numismatists  over  the  years. 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1 ,950 
1922-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing,  fiery  mint 
red.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  this  somewhat 


scarce  issue . 695 

1923  MS-65  RB . 65 

1 923-S  MS-63  90%  Red.  (PCI).  One  of  the  scarcer 

issues  of  the  1920s . 495 

1 923-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1 923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1 923- S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1 924  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1 55 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 155 

1924  MS-63  RB . 45 

1924- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is 


nearly  fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  un¬ 
usual  situation  for  a  1924-D.  A  major  find  for 
the  advanced  specialist . 695 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue  val¬ 
ues  indicate. 

1924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 
Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State  such 

as  this .  395 

1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  Fine . 295 

1924-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Fleck  on  shoulder 
keeps  this  from  MS-65.  Full  blazing  mint  red, 
and  rare  as  such.  A  Find  for  the  specialist.  1 ,095 

1924- S  AU-50 . 55 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 70 

1925  MS-64  RB . 25 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925-D  MS-60.  Red  and  brown  surfaces,  mostly 

brown . 55 

1925- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1 ,275 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1926  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 45 

1926  MS-63  RB . 14 

1926- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  hard  to  Find  in 

this  high  grade . 875 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1926-D  MS-63  RB.  Exceptionally  sharp  strike.  1 25 
1 926-S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 125 

1 926- S  AU-50.  Key  date,  but  not  at  a  “key  price.  69 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  An 
item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 875 
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COLONIAL  AND  CO  IT  Kit  COINS 


192M9  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly,  in  fact  nearly  1931-D  AU-50. 


35 


completely,  brilliant.  Quality! . 265 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red . 265 

1927- S  MS-63  BN . 119 

1928  MS-65  RL) . 79 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 79 

1928  MS-64  RD . 35 

1928- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1928-D  MS-63  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  Mintmark 

high  and  nearly  touching  date . 59 

1928-D  MS-60 . 24 

1928- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1929  MS-65  RD . 75 

1929  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 75 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135 

1929-S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 139 

1929- S  MS-63  RB . 16 

1930  MS-64  RB . 12 

1930  MS-63  RB . 8 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 69 

1930-D  MS-64  RD . 32 

1930-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 38 

1930- S  MS-64  RD . 29 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 99 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1931  MS-63  RB . 29 

1931- D  MS-65  RD . 350 

1931-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 135 

1931-D  MS-63  RB . 89 


1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 


this  popular  low-mintage  date . 279 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 279 

1931-S  MS-64  RD . 99 

1931-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 99 

1931-S  MS-64  RB . 89 

1931-S  MS-63  RB.  We  struck  a  bonanza!  Recently 
we  bought  a  small  group  of  these  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  roll  put  away  years  ago.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for  just . 65 

1931-S  MS-60 . 59 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 65 

1932  MS-64  RD . 29 

1933  MS-60 . 14 

1933- D  MS-64  RD . 26 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  First  coin  in  the  “mod¬ 

ern  series"  of  Lincoln  cents;  first  year  that  in¬ 
vestors  took  note  of  cents  in  a  large  way,  except 
for  the  1931-S . 39 

1934- D  MS-64  RD . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  RD . 16 

1935- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1936  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 


1936- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1937-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1937-D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1937-D  MS-65  RD . 9 

1937-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 55 

1937-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1937- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem!  .265 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 129 

1938  Proof-64  RD . 49 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Flallmark) . 39 

1938- D  MS-65  RD . 8 

1938-S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1938-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1938- S  MS-65  RD . '. . 9 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 250 

1939  Proof-65  RD . 109 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 109 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 59 

1939  MS-65  RD . 7 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1939-D  MS-65  RD . 12 

1939-D  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1939-S  MS-65  RD . 12 

1939- S  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1940- D  MS-65  RD . 5 


A  Nice  Letter  to  Coin  World 


The  following  unsolicited  letter  was  sent 
from  Robert  Obojski,  well-known  numismatic 
writer  (including  the  coin  section  of  the 
Guinness  Book  of  World  Records,)  to  the 
editor  of  Qom  World: 

“To  the  editor: 

“I’ve  been  reading  Coin  World  for  nearly 
34  years  now,  or  almost  since  the  first  issue 
came  out  in  1960.  And  over  that  period  of  a 
generation,  the  world  has  turned  over  many 
times,  as  has  the  world  of  numismatics. 

“Over  the  past  generation  collecting  fads 
have  come  and  gone,  and  by  the  same  token 
many  coin  dealerships — including  a  num¬ 
ber  of  major  ones — have  come  and  gone. 
However,  there  has  been  one  constant  on  the 
numismatic  scene,  Q.  David  Bowers,  who 
founded  his  firm  in  1953  (now  called  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.),  and  who  just 
‘keeps  rollin’  along  like  Of  Man  River.’  And 
Dave  has  advertised  in  just  about  every  issue 
of  Coin  World  s\nce  the  weekly  was  founded 
three  and  one-half  decades  ago. 

“And  like  David  Letterman,  the  TV  per¬ 
sonality,  who  made  the  ‘Top  fen’  famous, 
I’ll  give  ten  key  reasons  why  Dave  Bowers 
has  thrived  despite  the  ups  and  downs  of  the 


coin  business — and  of  the  economy  in  gen¬ 
eral — over  the  years. 

“( 1 )  Dave  Bowers  doesn’t  regard  coins  as 
mere  ‘commodities'  to  be  sold  for  a  profit. . . 
he  started  out  as  a  collector  and  appreciates 
coins  as  miniature  works  of  art  and  as  objects 
of  authentic  historical  interest. 

“(2)  Q.  David  has  undoubtedly  contrib¬ 
uted  more  material  to  the  body  of  numis¬ 
matic  literature  within  the  past  40  or  so  years 
than  any  other  single  scholar/writer. 

“(3)  He’s  written  a  number  of  classic 
books,  including  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins, 
The  History  of  United  States  Coinage,  and 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia. 

“(4)  His  company  has  published  impor¬ 
tant  numismatic  books  by  a  variety  of  au¬ 
thors,  including  David  Ganz,  Walter  Breen, 
Bill  Fivaz,  J.T.  Stanton,  Donald  Kagin,  and 
Douglas  Winter. 

“(5)  Dave  Bowers  has  continuously  sup¬ 
ported  the  major  numismatic  organizations, 
especially  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

“(6)  A  number  of  his  auctions  have  made 
numismatic  history,  including  the  sales  of 


the  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  Norweb  and  Virgil 
Brand  collections. 

“(7)  He’s  always  maintained  that  the 
collector  should  never  expect  to  make  quick 
profits  in  the  coin  market.  The  true  collector 
learns  the  history  of  the  world  by  studying 
his  coins. 

“(8)  He’s  always  placed  a  premium  on 
knowledge,  subscribing  to  Frank  Katen’s 
philosophy,  ‘Buy  the  book  before  the  coin.' 

“(9)  Dave  has  never  forgotten  his  early 
mentors  in  numismatics,  especially  Oscar 
Schilke  and  Harvey  Stack. 

“(10)  Whenever  you  write  to  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  you’ll  get  a  prompt  an¬ 
swer — and  whenever  you  call  the  firm  at  its 
Wolfeboro,  N.H.  headquarters,  you'll  al¬ 
ways  get  in  contact  with  someone  who’ll 
answer  your  questions.  You  won’t  get  any  of 
that  ‘He/she  is  at  a  meeting,’  or  ‘He/she  is 
out  to  lunch’  folderol. 

“If  other  aspiring  dealers  hope  to  remain 
in  numismatics  on  a  permanent  and  success¬ 
ful  basis,  they  might  emulate  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers’  basic  principles  of  conducting  business. 

“Sincerely, 

“(Signed)  Robert  Obojski" 
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one,  two,  a  n  it  three-cent  pieces 


1940- S  MS-65  RD . 6 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 33 

1941- D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1 942  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  early 

Brilliant  Proofs . 350 

1942  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 49 

1942  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

1943-S  Steel.  MS-65 . 9 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 395 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 395 

1952  Proof-64  RD . 19 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  of  mint 


red. 


895 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Always 

popular . 895 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS 

Cache) . 725 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 695 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  695 
1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 


Gem  1995  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem . Call  for  our  current  price! 

This  new  discovery  certainly  made  lots  of  headlines  in 
1995  and  is  a  candidate  for  “Coin  of  the  Year”  from  a  public¬ 
ity  standpoint.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled  and  is 
easily  seen  under  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as 
doubled  as  the  1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1972  Doubled 
Die,  but  it  is  certainly^interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until 
it  settles. 

Two-Cent  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Two-cent  pieces,  minted 
from  1864-1873  inclusive,  comprise  a  short  set  with 
just  two  rarities,  the  1864  Small  Motto  and  the 
1873.  Several  die  varieties  exist  within  the  date 
range.  The  connoisseur  should  pick  and  choose 
carefully,  as  quality  varies  among  vendors.  Pieces 
with  attractive  surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for  some 
varieties,  although  the  price  may  not  necessarily  be 
expensive. 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 

red  fading  to  mellow  brown . 1,795 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces. ..  975 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  One  of 
the  nicest  we’ve  seen.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set! . 1,195 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB . 195 

1865  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1865  MS-60 . 89 

1866  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  of  a 
quality  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace.  1,895 

1867  FS2C003.  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  RB 

(ANACS  Cache) . 675 

This  issue,  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  very  significantly 
and  boldly  doubled  in  the  die,  is  quite  rare.  We  have  seen 
only  a  few  others  over  a  long  period  of  years. 


1868  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  glittering 
gem.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  the 
Proof-64  and  Proof-65  range.  Ideal  for  a  type¬ 
set . 1,095 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1869  Breen-2399.  Recut  date.  EF-45  (ANACS 

Cache) . 895 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  at  this 

level . 365 

1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Difficult  to 

find  in  gem  grade  such  as  this . 4 1 9 


Gem  1872  2<t  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  of  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
prime  scarcities  in  the  short-lived  two-cent  se¬ 
ries . 995 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a  great 
rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Last  business  strike  date  in  the  series . 1 ,795 

Nickel  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were 
minted  from  1865  to  1889,  beginning  at  a  time 
when  silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  Proofs  exist  of  all  dates  and  are 
scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues  from  1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting. 
There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus 
the  formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity,  although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of 
1 887  are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 
1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 
tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 795 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...795 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1868  Proof-63.  Lightly  toned  mirror  surfaces. 

Fairly  scarce  in  Proof  format . 350 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  295 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 295 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Closed  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 550 

1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 


coin  for  the  connoisseur . 2,095 

1875  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ex 

ceptional  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  ( )ne 
of  the  finest  in  existence . 795 

1 876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

A  little  gem! . 495 

1878  Proof-55.  Light  gold  toning.  Rare  date.  539 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1  iny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  continued  in 
use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fiver-popular 
low-mintage  date . 425 

1885  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1 885  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in 

Proof  format . 550 

1 886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popular  and  rare 

Proof-only  date . 875 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 
est  Proofs  of  the  series . 625 

In  our  opinion  only  about  1 ,000  Proofs  were  issued  of 
the  1 887  non-overdate  as  offered  here.  Probably  2/3  of  the 
mintage  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  or  about  2,000  other  pieces, 
were  of  the  1887/6  overdate. 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint 


State!  . 525 

1888  VF-20 . 59 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 550 


Silver  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  were 
struck  from  1851-1 873  inclusive,  and  were  made  in 
three  different  design  types  (1851-1853,  1854- 
1 858,  and  1 859-1 873).  Specimens  can  be  collected 
in  various  grades  for  the  years  from  1851-1862. 
After  1862,  most  known  examples  are  Proofs 
minted  for  collectors;  business  strikes  are  very  rare. 
There  is  only  one  branch  mint  issue  in  this  series, 
the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  little  cameo  gem. 
Brilliant . 1 ,385 

Superb  Gem  1 854  3<f 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type 
II  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize 

item  for  the  connoisseur! . 5,1 50 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  Far 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  isauthentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 
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TIIRKE  AND  FIVE-LENT  PIECES 


above  average  strike,  too!  Any  way  you  look  at 
it,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  quality  1854  “trimes” 

to  be  offered  in  a  long  while . 1,595 

I85q  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
whisper  ot  iridescence.  An  exceptional  specimen 
that  seriously  challenges  the  MS-64  classifica¬ 
tion.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q! . 995 

Remarkable  Gem  1855  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858 
Type  II  design.  Nice  strike,  too!  All  in  all,  re¬ 
markable! . 3,195 

A  coin  like  this  prompts  us  to  be  very  enthusiastic.  In  all 
instances,  we  GUARANTEE  that  when  you  see  the  quality 
for  yourself  you  will  be  equally  pleased — or  your  money  back! 

1858  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 195 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 

Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 1,150 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well  struck  for 
the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  reverse 

(not  unusual  for  this  date) . 1,150 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  475 
1861  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  very  light 
toning.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  Civil 

War  issue . 319 

1862/1  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 
1864  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  scarce  date.  Exception¬ 
ally  sharply  struck . 995 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875 

1868  AU-53  (PCGS).  Most  probably  a  /W/which 

was  lightly  circulated.  Very  rare  date;  normally 
seen  in  Proof  finish,  if  seen  at  all . 495 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  proof  like.  A  gem  speci¬ 

men  of  this  very  rare  date.  A  find,  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,395 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Superb  blue  and  iridescent 
toning.  A  true  business  strike  (not  a  misattributed 
Proof),  and  exceedingly  rare  as  such.  This  gem, 
just  purchased,  represents  a  great  find  for  the 
specialist,  even  though  the  price  is  only.  1,695 

1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 975 

Nickel  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Basic  information:  Shield  nickels  were  produced 
from  1866  through  1883  inclusive.  All  specimens 
of  1 866  and  a  few  of  1 867  were  struck  with  rays 
on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the 
Mint  when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies 


wore  quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint 
State  specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt 
to  show  a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and 
other  evidences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite 
fascinating.  Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  al¬ 
though  the  1 866  is  scarce  and  the  1 867  With  Rays 
is  a  major  rarity. 

Sharp  Gem  1866  Nickel 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of 

issue.  Sharply  struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date), 
frosty,  and  lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example 
for  the  connoisseur;  not  one  in  1 0  coins  has  this 
aesthetic  appeal . 2,450 

If  you  are  building  a  collection  of  American  coins  by 
design  types,  we  note  that  with  sharply  struck  features  the 
1866  With  Rays  nickel  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  coins  of 
its  era. 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 159 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dramatically  double 

punched  date  numerals.  Brilliant . 315 

1869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 

magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiple 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  special¬ 
ist!  . 895 

1869  AU-50 . 65 

1876  AU -50 . 95 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 

Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 
cent  series . 795 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1882  MS-60 . 99 

1883/2  Breen-2526.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning 
and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 795 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  sec¬ 
ond  8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Indescribably  beau¬ 
tiful  delicate  golden  toning.  Wait  ’til  you  see 
it! .  295 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Basic  information:  Liberty  Head  nickels  were 
struck  for  circulation  from  1883-1912,  and  in  a 
special  limited  edition  for  collectors  (just  five 
pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
coins  in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint 
design  error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would 
become  very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in 
quantity.  Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available 
Liberty  nickels  as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  1912-S,  al¬ 
though  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in 
higher  grades.  In  your  editors  opinion,  this  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  ..425 

The  1 883  Liberty  nickel  without  CENTS  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  coins  of  this  denomination.  As  the  word 
CENTS  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin,  some  citizens  gold- 
plated  them  and  passed  them  off  as  “$5  gold  pieces”  (which 


were  of  similar  diameter). 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful . 295 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  ton¬ 
ing . 245 

1885  EF-45  (PCGS).  Rare . 695 

1 886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Rare 

in  business  strike  form . 725 

1886  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Rare 
date . 495 

1888  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 190 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Use  this  issue  to  fill  your  want  list!  ...259 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Lus¬ 
trous . 259 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  135 

1893  MS-60  (ANACS  Certificate) . 1 10 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine.  .850 


In  early  1 894  Indian  cents  and  Liberty  nickels  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  federal  sub-treasuries,  and  production  of  new 
pieces  was  halted.  It  later  resumed,  first  for  the  cents,  but  the 


result  was  a  low-mintage  year  for  minor  coins. 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 175 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck . 185 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  attractive  coin.  495 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem . 495 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1909  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  575 
1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 165 


1912- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Avery  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  a  mintmark  issue  that  is  some¬ 
what  overlooked  in  the  present  market,  and 
which  is  many  orders  rarer  than  contemporary 

Philadelphia  varieties . 365 

1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen 
of  this  rare  variety. . 1,995 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has 
the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the 
regular  1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of 
issue,  the  variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  imme¬ 
diately  sold  for  a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by 
mintmark  variety  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1930s, 
when  the  Raymond  “National”  album  pages  achieved  wide 
distribution.  By  that  time,  most  1912-S  nickels  had  long  since 
disappeared  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  specimens 
can  be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare. 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  somewhat  lightly  de¬ 
fined  in  hair  details  on  the  high  point  of  the  obverse,  a  hall¬ 
mark  enabling  the  experienced  eye  to  identify  a  1912-S  nickel 
without  even  seeing  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse!  Apparently, 
all  pieces  were  struck  from  a  single  obverse  die;  we  have  never 
seen  any  with  other  die  characteristics. 

1912-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning.  695 


Try  Us  and  You’ll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 
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1912-S  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Take  it  for  ..545 

1  ^  1 2-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  specimen . 525 

1912-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 525 

1912-  S  VF-30 . 349 

BiilTalo  Ni< Ms 

Basic  information:  Buffalo  nickels  are  very 
popular,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice  inven¬ 
tory  of  them,  as  acquisition  opportunities  present 
themselves.  More  so  than  for  any  other  design  of 
this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking  and  choos¬ 
ing  is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

1913  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 87 

1913  Type  I.  MS-63 . 42 

1913  Type  I.  MS-60 . 35 

1913  Type  l.AU-58 . 28 

1913  Type  I.  AU-50 . 23 

1 9 1 3- D  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 195 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-64.  Attractive  light  toning.  80 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 630 

1913-S  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  of 

selected  quality.  . 630 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning..  189 

1913  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1913  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1913-D  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning . 365 


Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<£ 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
proof  like.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high- 
grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist  will  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  this  one! . 3,950 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men!.  Whenever  we  see  a  very  nice  1913-S  Type 

II  at  a  reasonable  price,  we  buy  it!  . 975 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 975 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Hard  to 

find  variety.  . 575 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-60.  Ever  popular  rarity.  .335 
1913-S  Type  II.  AU-58 . 309 

1913- S  Type  II.  AU-50 . 280 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  399 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lightly  struck  (but 

not  mentioned  on  the  holder) . 138 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .440 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  299 

1 914-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not  easy  to 
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find  at  this  grade  level . 595 

1 914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 595 

1914-S  MS-63 . 365 


1 914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..365 
1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  195 


1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1915  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

191 5-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  deli¬ 
cate  toning . 335 

191 5-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  335 

191 5-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 


Exceptional  Gem  191 5-S  5<t 
1915-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Very  rare  at  this 
grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 


cialist . 2,550 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 759 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 98 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 


Memorable  Gem  1916-D  5<f 
Among  Finest  Seen 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  quality  1916- 

D  Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever  seen . 3,850 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
display  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  ..499 

1 9 1 6-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  superb  quality.  . 265 

1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 199 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..329 


Enjoys  the  Book 

H.M.  wrote  this: 

“I  have  been  reading  your  advertise¬ 
ment  for  Dave  Bowers’  book,  The  History 
ofU.S.  Coinage,  for  several  years,  but  until 
last  month  I  didn’t  order  one. 

“Now  that  I  am  halfway  through  it,  I  can 
say  it  is  the  greatest  coin  book  I  have  ever 
read.  Many  things  that  were  not  under¬ 
standable  to  me,  I  now  understand.  Would 
you  believe  that  at  our  coin  club  meeting  last 
night,  I  actually  answered  two  questions 
that  no  one  else  knew!  I’m  impressed!" 


1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive.  Very  elusive  so  nice . 699 

1918  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  ..499 


1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satin-like  surfaces. 
A  beauty!  In  terms  of  quality  this  will  challenge 
any  number  of  MS-64  coins! . 499 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 
1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with 

light  golden  toning . 420 

1919  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 87 

1919-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  and  very 
lustrous.  A  “buy”  in  our  opinion;  some  MS-64 
coins  aren’t  this  nice! . 695 


Remarkable  1920  Nickel 
1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  dazzling,  lus¬ 
trous  gem!  . 1,950 

1920  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 

1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 

with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 
issue  at  this  grade  level . 1 ,450 

1920- D  AU-55 . 280 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS) . 759 

1921- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

delicate  toning . 1,450 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  210 

1923-S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  surfaces . 785 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  Find  for  the 
specialist . 3,1 50 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  73 

1925- D  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Weakly  struck  (as  is 

normal  for  this  variety) . 350 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 
this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 1,850 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 

1926- D  MS-64.  Light  golden  gray  toning.  Above 

average  strike,  notably  so,  and  probably  in  the 
upper  5%  sharpness-wise  among  extant  1926- 
D  nickels . 1 ,099 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  truly  superb  specimen  of  an  issue  that 
is  nearly  always  flatly  struck.  One  of  the  very 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  1926-D,  certainly  in 
the  upper  2%  sharpness-wise  and  quality-wise 


of  extant  specimens . 1,390 

1926-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,325 
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1926- S  EF-40  (PGGS) . 865 

1927  MS-65  (PGGS) . 185 

192~’-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  a 

whisper  ol  toning . 550 

192^-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces . 285 

1927- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5^ 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 


grade  level . 5,495 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  beautiful.  615 

1928- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1929  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-64  (NGC) . 79 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1930-  S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 475 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1930-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 130 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 130 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 


1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  Buy  one  for 


just . 195 

I'he  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  ol  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1931-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 77 

1931-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem; 

one  o(  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  issue.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,595 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces . 240 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 390 

1935-D  MS-63 . 62 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 73 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  1,095 


The  first  deliveries  of  Proof  1936  cents  and  nickels — 
the  first  Proofs  sold  to  collectors  since  the  cessation  of  such 
special  coinage  in  1916 — were  somewhat  satiny  in  their  fin¬ 
ish,  sort  of  a  hybrid  between  the  old-style  Matte  Proof  and 


the  traditional  “mirror”  or  “brilliant”  Proof. 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 77 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 36 

1937  Proof-64.  Light  golden  toning.  One  of  just 

two  years  Buffalo  nickels  were  struck  with  mir¬ 
ror  Proof  finish.  A  nice  coin  for  a  high-grade 
type  set.  Just  acquired! . 875 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 112 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 32 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1937-D  3  Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 560 

1937-D  3  Legged.  EF-40 . 485 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  this  curious  and  popular  overmintmark. 
Everyone  with  a  low-power  magnifying  glass 
should  own  a  specimen! . 210 

1938-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 105 

1938-D/S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1913-1938  65  piece  set  of  Buffalo  nickels.  Grades 
range  from  VG  (only  a  few)  to  MS-63  with  the 
average  grade  of  VF-20.  A  nicely  matched  high- 
grade  circulated  set.  One  of  each  date  plus  the 
1937  3-Legged  issue  (no  overdate).  Housed  in  a 
Whitman  “Bookshelf’  album.  A  lot  of  work  went 
into  building  this  collection,  but  it  is  yours  for 


only . 1,295 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1938  Jefferson.  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 65 

1939-D  MS-64.  Key  issue.  Brilliant . 45 

1939-D  AU-58 . 27 

1942  Type  I.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1942-P  Proof-65 . 119 

1942-P  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 29 

1949- D/S.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  irides¬ 

cent  toning.  Scarce  and  quite  interesting  vari¬ 
ety.  . 295 

1950- D  MS-65.  Lightly  toned . 9 

1955-D/S  MS-64 . 75 
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mr cl//iffee/ Sftafed  jyta/SS)e//ard 

Memorialized  in  this  Beautiful  Hardbound  Catalogue  for  Permanent  Reference 
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The  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection 
stands  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  col¬ 
lection  of  half  dollars  ever  assembled.  It 
is  virtually  complete  from  the  first  date 
of  issue,  1794,  onward  and  comprises 
most  of  the  great  classic  rarities. 


Included  are  such  numismatic  landmarks  as 
1805/4  (nearly  Mint  State),  1815  (Mint  State), 
1836  reeded  edge  (Mint  State),  1838-0  (Proof, 
one  of  just  20  minted,  one  of  America’s  most 
famous  rarities),  1847/6  (Mint  State,  a  coin  of 
incredible  importance),  1855-S  (Mint  State), 
1 866 -S  No  Motto  (Mint  State),  1870-CC 
through  1878-CC  (all  Mint  State),  1878-S 
(prooflike  gem),  1901-S  (Mint  State),  and  other 
rare  dates,  varieties,  and  mintmarks,  including 
the  finest  cabinet  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 


ever  to  be  auctioned. 

The  deluxe  hardbound  Library  Limited 
Edition  can  be  ordered  for  just  $100.  If  you 
can’t  own  the  coins,  you  certainly  cannot  pass 
up  the  opportunity  to  own  this  special  edi¬ 
tion!  Only  500  copies  will  be  hardbound. 
Your  name  will  be  printed  in  the  Patron  List 
upon  ordering.  This  catalogue  will  be  an  au¬ 
thoritative  numismatic  refernce  work  as  well 
as  a  masterpiece  of  graphic  arts  in  the  in¬ 
comparable  Bowers  and  Merena  tradition. 
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V 


Numismatic 

Nostalgia 


This  new  column  in  the  Rare  Coin  Reviewlooks  at  aspects 
of  the  coin  hobby  from  news  items  and  other  things  in  print 
years  ago. 

Somewhat  overlooked  in  accounts  of  1 9th-century  numis¬ 
matics  is  an  interesting  292-page  book,  Coins ,  Medals,  and 
Seals,  compiled  by  W.C.  Prime,  copyright  1860,  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  Harper  &  Brothers  in  1861.  The  title  page  tells  us 
that  Price  was  a  prolific  writer,  as  evidenced  by  the  many 
“&c."  notations:  “Edited  by  W.C.  Prime,  author  of  Boat  Life 
in  Nubia,  Tent  Life  in  the  Holy  Land,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.”  (Unless 


consequence  of  the  change  in  weight  which 
took  place  in  1853,  the  silver  of  earlier  dates 
than  that  has  almost  entirely  disappeared  from 
circulation,  and  is  now  sold  to  the  melters  or 
returned  to  the  Mint.  As  this  practice  contin 
ues,  theentire  early  coinage  is  becoming  scarce; 
so  that  within  a  year  from  the  present  time- 
many  half  dollars,  quarters,  dimes,  and  half 
dimes  now  common  will  become  of  the  high¬ 
est  rarity  and  command  the  highest  prices. 

Tradesmen’s  cards  [advertising  tokens], 
tokens,  and  medalets  of  all  kinds  have  for  the 
same  reason  no  fixed  value  or  steadfast  place  in 
any  scale  of  rarity.  The  mania — no  other  word 
for  it  can  be  correctly  used — which  during  the 
past  year  has  led  to  the  payment  of  enormous 
prices  for  tradesmen’s  cards,  received  a  fitting  check  by  the 
reproduction  in  immense  quantities,  from  the  original  dies,  of 
many  of  the  most  highly  prized.  For  this  reason  it  is  impossible 
today  to  say  that  any  one  card  or  token  will  be  scarce  or  specially 
desirable  tomorrow.... 

At  present  the  science  of  numismatics  in  America  has  very 
few  devotees.  Collectors  we  have  without  number,  who  hunt 
diligently  for  tradesmen’s  cards  and  mistakes  in  dies,  and  who 
collect  for  a  year,  then  sell  their  cabinets  at  auction  and  begin 

again.  But  we  have  very  few  students  of  the  science _ 

From  the  preceding  we  infer  that  Prime  did  not  like  tokens 


we  miss  our  guess,  some  Rare  Coin  Review  reader  will  write  in  and  medals  at  all  and  was  contemptuous  of  the  hottest  area  of  the 
to  tell  us  more  about  Prime  and  why  he  liked  the  eastern  side  market:  coins,  tokens,  and  medals  relating  to  George  Washing- 


of  the  Mediterranean.) 

♦In  his  preface  Prime  noted  that: 

This  volume  is  published  without  any  pre¬ 
tense  to  novelty,  but  is  intended  to  give,  in  a 
cheap  form,  information  which  new  collectors 
could  not  otherwise  obtain  except  at  very  great 
expense.  In  the  mass  of  illustration  which  it 
contains  will  be  found  its  chief  value.. . . 

It  has  been  my  desire  to  encourage  in  the 
young  a  taste  for  numismatic  study,  and  to 
discourage  the  mania  for  rare  and  curious,  but 
interesting  and  worthless,  pieces  of  metal  which 
has  prevailed  extensively  in  America  during  the 
past  year. . . . 

That  portion  of  the  volume  which  relates  to 
America  and  American  coins  and  medals  has 
been  prepared  with  much  labor,  but  is  sadly 
imperfect....  It  is  remarkable  that  such  facts 
remain  undetermined  as  whether  the  Washing¬ 


ton  coin  of  1792  (commonly  but  erroneously  called  the  cent 
of  1792)  was  struck  from  a  die  cut  in  this  country,  or  whether 
there  was  any  issue  of  cents  from  the  Mint  in  1 8 1 5,  or  where 
or  whence  the  GEORGIUS  TRIUMPHO  copper  first  ap¬ 
peared,  and  many  similar  questions.  It  is  very  easy  to  give 
replies  to  these  questions,  but  difficult  to  give  authorities  for 
the  replies. 

It  is  also  impossible  to  affirm  in  this  day  whether  certain 
coins  now  very  rare  will  remain  so,  since  eveiy  year  new 
specimens  of  rare  coins  are  found  and  added  to  collections. 
For  this  reason  the  price  catalogues  are  only  of  temporary 
value.  So,  too,  with  the  silver  of  the  years  preceding  1853.  For 
the  present,  most  of  the  dates  can  be  readily  obtained;  but  in 


ton  (although  Washington  isn’t 
mentioned,  Washingtoniana  was  the 
focal  point  of  the  hobby  at  that 
time). 

Prime  also  didn’t  care  much  for 
collecting  die  varieties,  and  in  his 
eyes  those  who  did  so  were  neither 
“devotees’’  or  “students’’  of  numis¬ 
matics.  Just  what  constituted  a 
worthwhile  collecting  activity  in  the 
American  series  is  not  clear,  but  it 
may  have  been  the  assembling  of 
pre-1853  half  dimes,  dimes,  quar¬ 
ters,  and  half  dollars. 

In  1860-1861,  as  today  in  1996, 
we  all  have  our  opinions! 

Today  in  1996  we  believe  that 
there  are  no  1815  cents  and  that  the 
1792  Washington  “cent”  may  have 
been  struck  by  Ephraim  Getz  in  Pennsylvania  (while  many  other 
Washington  items  of  the  era  were  made  in  England).  The 
mystery  of  the  GEORGIUS  TRIUMPHO  token  remains;  it  is 
just  as  enigmatic  in  1 996  as  it  was  in  1 860.  Curiously,  although 
we  have  seen  a  lot  of  things,  we  have  never  seen  a  lustrous  Mint 
State  example  of  this  otherwise  common  token. 

Writing  in  1 860,  Prime  went  on  to  make  these  comments  in 
his  text  (here  a  few  excerpts  are  given): 

The  dollar  of  1794 — the  first  silver  dollar  of  the  series — is 
now  very  rare,  and  commands  a  large  premium.  It  is  worth,  in 
ordinary  condition,  from  $4  to  $5,  and  in  fine  condition  much 
more.  The  dollars  from  1794  to  1804  are  not  worth  anv 
premium  above  the  weight  of  the  silver,  unless  in  extra  fine 


Coming  in  the  next 
Rare  Coin  Review: 
more  of  what 
pioneer  numismatic 
author  W.C.  Prime 
had  to  say  in  1860 
about  collecting 
United  States  coins. 
Watch  for  it! 
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condition.  One  variety  ot  1  "98 — that  with  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  like 
the  eagle  ot  1797 — is  rare,  and  worth  about  $2. 

1  he  dollar  ot  1 804  is  very  rare — so  rare  than  not  more  than  two  or 
three  specimens  are  known.  It  has  even  been  doubted  whether  these  are 
manufactured  coins,  but  this  suspicion  is  groundless.  The  dies  are  in 
existence  at  the  Mint,  and  it  is  stated  that  two  specimens  were  struck 
from  them  about  1827. 

1  he  dollars  of  1836,  1838,  and  1839  are  but  pattern  pieces,  with  a 
flying  eagle  on  the  reverse,  never  issued  in  circulation.  They  are  rare  in 
the  order  of  their  dates,  the  last  being  most  rare.  They  command  prices 
varying  from  $6  to  $18,  according  to  date  and  condition. 

The  dollar  of  1 848  is  becoming  scarce.  In  1851  and  1 852  no  dollars 
were  issued  for  circulation,  and  the  specimens  struck  at  the  Mint  are  of 
the  highest  degree  ol  rarity.  They  command  $  1 5  to  $  1 8  each  at  auction 
sales. 

The  dollar  of  1854  is  becoming  very  rare.  That  of  1858  was  never 
issued  for  circulation,  and  the  Mint  Proofs  command  a  price  from  $4 
to  $5. 

With  the  foregoing  exceptions,  the  dollars  may  be  easily  procured. 


It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  they  are  worth  a  premium  of 
6  to  7  percent  over  the  coins  of  smaller  denomination  since  1 853,  and 
they  are  therefore  seldom  found  in  circulation,  and  usually  go  the  the 
silversmiths.  Hence  they  are  fast  disappearing,  and  in  a  few  years  all  the 
dates  will  be  very  rare.  The  same  is  true  of  all  the  silver  coinage  prior  to 
July,  1853. 


Prime’s  1860  illustration  of  the  rare  1794  silver  dollar. 


Snowbound  and  Loving  It! 

by  Q.D.B. 


I  enjoy  coins  a  lot,  as  constant  readers  know  well.  Just  as  much, 
or  even  more,  I  enjoy  numismatic  history.  Thus,  it  was  a  real  treat 
the  other  day  to  spend  a  day  at  home,  with  a  blizzard  howling 
outside  and  with  snow  piling  up,  curled  in  an  overstuffed  sofa,  some 
comfy  pillows  nearby,  in  my  lap  my 
Macintosh  PowerBook  5300c,  and — the 
point  of  this  little  vignette — at  my  side  an 
old  notebook  bound  in  red  cloth,  contain¬ 
ing  thousands  of  notes  of  coins  and  coin 
purchases. 

The  notebook  was  begun  around  the 
turn  of  the  century  by  J.M.  Clapp,  and  after 
his  death  in  1906,  continued  by  his  son 
John,  who  lived  until  1940.  In  1942  his 
cabinet  was  bought  en  bloc  by  Louis  E. 

Eliasberg,  Sr. ,  and  was  used  to  strengthen  the 
foundation  of  a  collection  the  well-known 
Baltimore  banker  had  begun  in  1925. 

Methodically,  glittering  Proof  half  cents 
from  the  1840s,  two(!)  1894-S  dimes,  one 
of  the  first  1 876-CC  20-cent  pieces  ever  to  be  in  a  private  collection, 
1 796  and  1797  half  dollars,  and  other  treasures  were  acquired — this 
one  from  the  William  Friesner  sale  in  1 894,  that  one  from  the  Richard 
B.  Winsor  sale  of  1 895,  or  the  Mills  sale  of  1904,  the  Harlan  P.  Smith 
cabinet  in  1906,  or  the  Matthew  A.  Stickney  auction  of  1907. 

Gems  such  as  1895-0  and  1901-S  Barber  dimes,  1896-S  and 
1901-S  quarters,  the  rare  and  still  unappreciated  1895-0  Morgan 
dollar,  Proof  coins,  and  other  items  were  logged  in  the  notebook  as 
having  been  purchased  directly  from  the  mints  involved. 

As  I  spent  two  days,  6  a.m.  to  past  1 1  at  night  (really!)  snow¬ 
bound  with  the  Clapp  notebook,  I  felt  I  was  there  in  the  1 890s  and 
early  1900s  when  J.M.  Clapp  met  with  his  friend  Augustus  G. 
Heaton  to  discuss  collecting  mintmarks,  or  asked  numismatic 


questions  of  another  friend,  DeWitt  S.  Smith.  Samples:  Is  there  an 
1856-S  Large  Date  dime?  An  1838  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dime 
without  stars?  An  1865/3-S  overdate  half  dime?  Numismatics  was 
still  in  its  formative  stages,  and  even  the  experts  often  didn’t  know 

the  answers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  snowy 
day  I  looked  out  the  window  and  saw  72 
(really!)  partly-grown  loon  chicks  several 
hundred  feet  away  from  the  shore  of  Lake 
Winnipesaukee — flocking  together  before 
going  away  for  the  winter.  As  ornithologists 
know,  loons  are  a  fairly  scarce  bird  to  begin 
with,  and  seeing  three  or  four  adults  is  a  bit 
unusual.  A  flock  of72  lingering  for  an  hour 
outside  the  window  was  a  special  occasion. 

I  returned  to  the  notations  from  the  1 890s, 
added  my  comments  to  what  I  saw,  and 
expanded  the  text  of  my  new  book,  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Rare  Coins.  Soon,  I  had 
so  much  information  about  the  numismatic 
scene  at  the  turn  of  the  century  that  I  decided  to  create  a  special  section 
of  the  book  on  this  subject  alone,  to  share  with  readers  the  excitement 
I  felt.  The  last  thing  I  did  before  putting  the  notebook  back  into  my 
briefcase  was  to  make  a  list  of  questions  that  puzzled  the  Clapps 
generations  ago — the  question  about  the  1856-S  Large  Date  dime  and 
other  inquiries.  I  will  be  listing  these  in  the  book,  but  not  giving  the 
answers,  as  I  feel  it  might  be  fun  for  readers  to  learn  the  answers  on  their 
own. 

As  I  contemplated  the  cozy  surroundings,  the  nearby  Clapp 
notebook,  the  loons  out  the  window,  and  the  prospect  of  beginning 
work  at  the  office  soon  on  the  auction  catalogue  of  treasures  from 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  I  could  not  help  but  be 
thankful. 


Rare  1894-S 
dime  from  the 
Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection. 
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Basic  information:  There  are  two  important  ref¬ 
erence  books  in  the  half  dime  series.  Daniel  W. 
Valentines  study,  United  States  Half  Dimes,  describes 
issues  from  1794-1837  (“V”  numbers),  while  an 
informative  volume  by  A1  Blythe,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  is  useful  for  the 
collector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty. 

1830  Valentine-5b.  Rarity  5.  VF-20.  Small  scratch 

on  reverse . 125 

1 831  V-6.  Rarity  2.  MS-60.  Very  sharp  strike.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  delicate  toning . 395 


Superb  Proof  like  Gem  1833 


1833  V-l.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem.  The  ob¬ 
verse  resembles  a  full  Proof  and  the  reverse  is 
frosty.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  toning.  One  of  the 
finest  half  dimes  of  this  era  to  survive.  ..4,985 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1834  V-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and 

iridescent  toning.  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains . 235 

1835  V-3.  Large  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-63.  Brilliant 

and  lustrous . 575 

1835  V-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

delicate  golden  toning . 285 

1836  V-4.  AU-50 . 210 

1837  V-l.  Large  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Gunmetal- 

blue  and  lilac  toning.  Last  year  of  the  design 
type . , . .-. .  595 


Liberty  Seated  Hall  Himes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  the  design . 1,950 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty 
gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your  type  set.  695 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-58  or  finer . 159 

1838  No  Drapery.  EF-45 . 65 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem 
specimen!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate 
this  one;  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  col¬ 
lection . 2,450 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 

lustrous  gem . 725 

1841-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  395 

1844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched 

date.  Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  An  outstanding  example . 2,095 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 

tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 795 


Bowers  and  Merena  Mission  Statement 


When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here  to 
help  you  build  a  numismatic  collection  that 
will  contain  attractive  rare  coins,  priced  to  be 
excellent  values,  a  collection  you  can  be  very 
proud  to  own  and  display.  We  invite  you  to 
order  from  our  catalogues,  or  send  us  your 
personal  want  list  for  our  prompt  attention. 


When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the  show¬ 
casing  of  your  important  coins  or  collection 
in  our  award-winning  auctions.  (An  auction 
brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to  treat 
you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated. 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 
seen . 3,250 

1851- 0  AU-50 . 195 

1852- 0  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  so  nice . 495 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 

with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1 ,895 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation. 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .850 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  little 
gem.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 
with  attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  coin.  375 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  toning.  Struck  from  clashed  dies . 265 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 10 

1 853- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  cousin . 950 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 825 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 10 

1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 135 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

few  hints  of  delicate  toning . 975 

1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 675 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 

and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your 
type  set! . 1 ,650 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
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hint  ot  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 695 

1858  MS  6-t  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 

1858  AU-S5.  (ANACS  Cache) . 1 19 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  AU-50 . 295 


The  engraver  at  the  Mint  first  punched  the  1858  date 
logotype  upside  down,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected 
it.  However,  much  ot  the  error  (inverted  date)  is  still  sharply 
visible.  One  of  the  most  curious  errors  in  American  numis¬ 
matics. 

1859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning . 725 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  ot  Anthony 
Paquet.  There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design, 
most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slim¬ 
mer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint 
gem,  richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue 
and  deep  gold.  A  prize  acquisition  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 

Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 

1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 

Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of ’60.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average 
specimen  of  this  issue,  which  normally  is  very 
f  latly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well-struck  on 
nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points;  a 
feature  of  the  1859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 
not  on  other  I860  pieces).  The  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  10%  of  surviving  speci¬ 
mens . 7,250 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “state¬ 
less”  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  beautiful.  ..395 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 

We  are  not  100%  convinced  that  this  variety  is  an 
overdate,  but,  what  the  heck,  if  everyone  calls  it  that,  at  least 
you  know  the  variety  to  expect.  A  “blob”  appears  at  the  final 
1  in  the  date. 

1861/0  AU-58.  Highly  lustrous . 325 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 
business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 3,195 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  mid-1862  until  well  into  the  1870s.  Collectors 
desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A 


high-grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  era  date . 1,295 

1865-S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .495 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 

a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  type  coin . 699 

1 867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 950 

1 867- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem 

of  exceptional  quality. . 985 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in 
Mint  State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest 
in  collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1868 
date  was  filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  a  gem 
Mint  State  coin  such  as  this  1868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of 


chance.  Many  if  not  most  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of 
this  era  were  sent  to  the  Orient. 

1869  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1871-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  Gor¬ 
geous . 550 

Mintmark  above  bow,  as  always  on  1871-S. 

1871- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 199 

1872- S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Attractive  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
over  deeply  frosted  surfaces . 1,195 

1872-S  Mintmark  in  wreath.  MS-63 . 249 


1873-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  probably 
as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  minted!  ....435 

Dimes 

Basic  information:  Early  dimes  1796-1837  are 
described  with  “JR”  numbers,  short  for  John  Reich 
(an  early  engraver  at  the  Mint),  as  described  in  the 
excellent  book  Early  United  States  Dimes  (1796- 
1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors.  The  special¬ 
ist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other  useful 
volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence),  and  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W. 
Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data  per¬ 
taining  to  striking,  varieties,  rarity,  and  availability. 
Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other  se¬ 


ries,  and  contains  a  wealth  of  information. 

fanned  Bust  Himes 

1829  John  Reich-7.  AU-50 . 375 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1838  Large  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1 839-0  Small  O.  EF-40 . 1 1 0 


1840  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  very 


sharply  struck,  and  highly  lustrous.  A  truly 
outstanding  early  Liberty  Seated  dime.  .  1 ,250 
1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 

equivalent  pieces  exist . 1,100 

1846  AU-53  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
exceedingly  important  date.  Seldom  offered 

above  VF  grade . 1 ,895 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series . 1,850 

The  1853  No  Arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is  quite 
probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the  melting 
pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853 
(which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time  they 
were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1853  No  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Lightly  toned  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  MS-60  grade;  conserva¬ 
tively  graded  in  our  opinion . 435 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Popular  type  coin . 750 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A 

beauty! . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-60.  Lightly  toned  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 345 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice! ....  1,795 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  Finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 


New  Orleans  issue . 2,295 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1,450 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 1,095 

1 863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  this  coinage  went  to  the 
Orient  and  was  melted. 


1 866  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  classic  low-mintage  dates  of 


this  era . 875 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1873  G-103.  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  EF-40  (ANACS 
Cache).  Centered  date . 119 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<f 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,150 
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Lustrous  Gem  1873  With  Arrows 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  lus¬ 
trous  gem  specimen.  You’ll  love  the  quality  of 


this  one! . 2,150 

1873  Arrows.  AU-58 . 395 


Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 


1873-S  Arrow's.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
Combined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high 
grade,  rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  The  special¬ 
ist  and  connoisseur  will  find  this  superb  piece 
to  be  a  highlight  in  his  or  her  collection. 3, 495 

In  this  grade,  the  1 873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 


1874  Arrows.  EF-45.  Steel-gray  toning . 159 

1875-CC  MS-60.  Mintmark  in  wreath.  Brilliant 
with  light  golden  toning . 249 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mintmark  below  bow. 
Brilliant . 525 

1 875- S  Breen-3378.  Mintmark  above  bow.  MS-63 

(ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  toning . 225 

1 876- S  Type  II.  AU-58 . 95 

1878  MS-62  PQ  (Hallmark) . 185 

1878  Type  II.  AU-5Q, . 59 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  frosty  gem  with  a 

whisper  ol  light  toning.  Very  low-mintage  busi¬ 
ness  strike  issue . 1,650 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

rare .  795 

1880  Proof-50.  Rare . 325 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  ...875 

1880  G-103.  AU-50.  Rare . 395 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1 ,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1885  AU-58 . 69 

1886  AU-55 . 59 


1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,195 


Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heatons  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1 886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1 886-S,  thus 
increasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition  the  886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be  seen, 
the  availability  of  an  1886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  offered  is 


a  very  special  occasion. 

1887-S  EF-45 . 39 

1889  MS-64.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 435 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 775 

The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1889-S  MS-60 . 385 


1889-S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and 
frosty,  with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A 


key  issue .  385 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890  AU-58 . 69 


1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 
delicate  toning.  Of  somewhat  scarce  mintage, 
about  one-sixth  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint 

counterpart . 975 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

proof  like . 750 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 

somewhat  prooflike . 750 

1890-S  AU-50 . 145 


1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
touch  of  attractive  toning.  Last  year  of  Liberty 


Seated  coinage . 435 

1891  MS-63 . 215 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 135 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1 860. 


1891-0  AU-50 . 65 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


Harbor  llimi‘\ 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 


golden  toning.  First  year  of  the  type . 725 

1892-0  AU-58 . 110 

1892-S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned . 245 

1893  AU-58 . 110 


1894  Proof-64.  Light  gold  iridescence.  Especially 
desirable  year  as  related  business  strikes  are 
scarce.  You’ll  like  the  quality  of  this  one!  ..795 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty 

gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years 
will  elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  busi¬ 
ness  strike  in  stock . 1,995 

1895  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rarest  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Barber  dime . 1,150 

1895-0  F-12.  Rare  and  desirable . 695 

1895- S  EF-40 . 195 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 

this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 750 

1896  AU-55 . 115 

1896- 0  MS-60.  Key  issue.  Lightly  cleaned.  Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed  (as  always) . 725 

1896-S  AU-55.  Small  marks  on  obverse  (we  de¬ 
ducted  $200+  for  these,  but  you  be  the  judge). 
Satisfaction  guaranteed! . 435 

Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 


beauty. . 2,950 

1898  MS-60 . 99 

1898-S  AU-58 . 195 


1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  beau¬ 


tiful . 1,195 

1899- S  AU-55 . 110 

1900- 0  AU-50 . 425 

1900-0  VF-20 . 1 19 

1900-S  AU-58 . 119 

1902  AU-58 . 75 

1902-0  MS-60 . 425 

1902- S  MS-62.  Lustrous,  with  some  marks.  .495 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903- 0  AU-50 . 115 

1903- S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 1,850 

1904- S  MS-60.  Lightly  Cleaned . S25 

1905- 0  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 125 

1 905-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 529 

1 905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1 905- S  AU-58 . 125 

1906  AU-58 . 75 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 235 

1906-D  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint.l  19 

1906- S  MS-63.  Earthquake  year  (was  this  coin 

made  before,  or  after?) . 525 

1907  AU-58 . 75 

1907- D  MS-60 . 285 

1907-S  AU-58 . 175 

1908  Breen-3561.  Triple-punched  8  in  date.  AU- 

58 . 139 


1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  date.  AU-58.  .  145 


1909  AU-58 . 75 

1909-D  AU-55 . 295 


1909- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  ma¬ 

genta  toning.  A  great  strike.  Quite  difficult  to 
locate  at  the  Mint  State  level . 795 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

1910- D  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 135 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

1911  AU-58 . 75 

191 1- D  AU-58 . 85 

191 1- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 795 

1912- D  AU-58 . 75 


Confident 

“Dear  Gail  and  Beth: 

“Enclosed  is  my  down  payment  of 
$187.50  for  the  three  Barber  dimes  I  or¬ 
dered.  I  will  send  the  balance  within  the 
next  30  days.  The  feeling  of  trust  between 
you  and  your  valued  clients  is  nice.  I’m  not 
a  big  money  spender — just  a  small  time 
collector/investor,  but  a  steady  one  who 
thinks  a  lot  of  the  hobby  and  of  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  I  always  feel  confident 
when  ordering  coins  from  you. 

“Thank  you  very  much  for  your  help. 

“Sincerely,” 

— H.S. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Name  That  Coin! 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  nine  different  United  States 
coins,  some  rare,  some  not  so  rare.  One  question  has  to  do 
with  a  person.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or  more 
right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and 
you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  1 0  correct, 
and  you  should  send  us  your  ideas  for  a  future  coin  quiz  (and 
give  the  answers  in  case  the  editor  doesn’t  know  them). 

1  •  The  “Tail  Bar  variety”  is  found  on  certain  of  this 
issue: 

a.  1892  Columbian  half  dollar. 

b.  1858-S  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar. 

c.  1932-D  Washington  quarter. 

d.  1890-CC  Morgan  dollar. 

2*  The  wind  blows  in  opposite  directions  at  the  same 
time  on  the  sails  and  flags  of  the  same  ship,  an  oddity  with  no 
counterpart  in  nature,  on  the  design  of  a: 

a.  Pattern  1875  20<f  piece. 

b.  1936  Delaware  commemorative  half  dollar. 

c.  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent. 

d.  1794  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token. 

3.  Apparently,  engravers’  initials  were  found  to  be 
perfectly  okay  by  the  public  and  Mint  officials  on  three  of 
these  coins  but  not  okay  on  the  fourth;  pick  the  latter: 

a.  1907  $20  gold  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 

b.  1909  Lincoln  cent  by  Victor  David  Brenner. 

c.  1878  silver  dollar  by  George  T.  Morgan. 

d.  1892  half  dollar  by  Charles  Barber. 

4*  The  “Three  Errors  Reverse”  is  found  on  a: 

a.  1801  large  cent. 

b.  1795  Flowing  Hair  silver  dollar. 

c.  1855  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  $50  gold  coin. 

d.  1900  Lesher  “dollar.” 

5.  The  so-called  “Jefferson  Head”  is  found  on  a: 

a.  1937  nickel  five-cent  piece. 

b.  1865  Indian  peace  medal. 

c.  1795  large  cent. 

d.  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  token. 

6.  The  coin  is  an  1837  “cent”  made  in  quantities,  not 


under  government  auspices,  but  even  so  it  is 
listed  in  the  Guide  Book.  The  maker  of  this  coin 
also  kept  a  museum  of  preserved  reptiles  and 
other  curiosa  in  his  New  York  City  store,  formu¬ 
lated  Kreosote  patent  medicine,  and  suggested 
that  his  “composition”  metal  was  good  for  table 
ware  and  beer  taps.  He  is: 

a.  George  F.  Kunz. 

b.  Oliver  Cummings  Farrington. 

c.  Raymond  L.  Ditmars. 

d.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger. 

7  •  A  gentleman  in  Connecticut  struck  his 
own  coins  from  metal  found  in  nearby  ore, 
marked  some  of  them  as  having  a  value  of 
threepence  and  others  as  VALUE  ME  AS  YOU 
PLEASE.  Today  these  rarities  are  included  among: 

a.  1737  Higley  coppers. 

b.  1862  encased  postage  stamps. 

c.  Morristown  (NJ)  copper  coins. 

d.  Bridgeport  commemorative  half  dollars. 

Standish  Barry  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  issued  his  own 
silver  coins  in  1790  which  are  highly  unusual  inasmuch  as  they: 

a.  Are  marked  with  “EB”  counterstamp  punches  by  Ephraim 
Brasher. 

b.  Were  later  decreed  legal  tender  receivable  at  the  Mint  in 
1792. 

c.  Have  a  “B”  mintmark. 

d.  Bear  a  day  date,  July  4,  in  addition  to  a  year  date. 

C.  Frank  Dunn  officially  distributed  these  and  other 
freshly-minted  coins  purchased  directly  from  the  Treasury 
Department  and  had  offices  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Phoenix 
Hotel  in  Lexington,  KY.  He  engaged  in  misleading  practices, 
and  in  an  attempt  to  sidestep  problems  transferred  his  business 
to  his  wife’s  name.  Among  the  coins  were: 

a.  1931-S  Buffalo  nickels. 

b.  1889-CC  Morgan  dollars. 

c.  1935-D  Boone  half  dollars. 

d.  1955  Doubled  Die  cents. 

10  •  If  your  great-grandfather  wanted  to  spend  this  coin  for 
face  value  on  April  3,  1 874,  he  could  have.  However,  on  July  23, 
1 876,  he  couldn’t  as  it  was  not  legal  tender  at  that  time.  However, 
if  the  coin  descended  to  you  and  if  you  ignored  its  numismatic 
value  and  wanted  to  spend  it  on  July  14,  1970,  you  could  have  as 
it  had  reacquired  its  legal  tender  status  by  that  time: 

a.  1873-CC  trade  dollar. 

b.  1840  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar. 

c.  1 853  With-arrows  half  dollar. 

d.  1 872  Indian  cent. 


'B'0l  ‘^-6  ‘P'8  '*-L  ‘P-9  ‘3-$  ‘v-p  ‘q-e  ‘*-Z  ‘P-I  :S'HmSNV 

Don  t  Miss  the  Book  Section ! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some  really  terrific 
buys  on  interesting  and  valuable  reference  books.  The  same 
30-day  guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins  applies  to 
our  books  as  well! 
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1912-S  AU-55 . 95 

1912- S  EF-45  (PCI) . ""’""45 

1913  AU-58 . ’"’75 

1913- S  AU-53 . ’  315 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914  MS-63.  Lustrous . 1 59 

1914  MS-60.  Lustrous . 99 

1914  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 75 

19 14- D  AU-58 . 75 

1914-S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned . 65 

1915  AU-55 . 65 

1916  Barber  AU-58 . 75 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-58 . 75 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 59 


Mercury  Dimes 

Basic  information:  Designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  noted  sculptor  who  also  produced  the 
Liberty  Walking  hall  dollar,  this  series  has  been 
popular  Irom  the  early  days  onward.  The  new  sil¬ 
ver  designs  of  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime,  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1  19 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
From  a  small  group  of  these  put  away  at  the  time 

of  issue.  Buy  a  sparkling  gem  for  only . 58 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1916  Mercury.  AU-58 . 26 

1917  AU-58 . a . 24 

1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men .  1,185 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  Gold  toning.  Scarce  so  fine!  770 
1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  band 
status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

1917- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  the  Full  Band  status.  ...  315 

191 8- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

191 8- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.  252 

1919- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 

superb  quality. . 2,015 


1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1 9 1 9-D  dimes 

you’ll  find  anywhere . 799 

1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  coin . 810 

1919- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning.  Very  difficult  to  find  in  this 
quality.  . 1,285 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty- . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some 
areas  of  toning . 995 

Blazing  Gem  1921-D  Dime 


1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Nearly  full  bands.  A  bril¬ 
liant,  very  frosty  and  very  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  highly-prized  low-mintage  Mercury  dime. 


You  will  have  to  look  a  long  time  to  find  its 

equal . 3,050 

1923  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 60 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Sel¬ 
dom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1,595 

1923-S  MS-63.  Light  toning  over  lustrous 

fields . 395 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1923-S  MS-61  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 280 

1923-S  AU-50 . 90 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10<t 
Where  Can  You  Find  Another? 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (NGC).  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have 


We  Get  Letters 


“Dear  Gail, 

“Yes,  I  love  the  1 849/8/6  half  dime!  I  like 
the  strike  and  the  subtle  toning. 

“As  we  discussed  last  week,  1  'd  like  to  ask 
you  to  remove  the  coin  from  its  slab.  The 
coin  is  enclosed.  1  ve  also  enclosed  two  other 
coins  which  I  bought  as  part  of  your  Want 
List  program  (rather  than  my  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  account) .These are  1917- 
D  quarters,  one  Type  I,  the  other  Type  II. 
Would  you  please  remove  these  two  coins 
from  their  holders,  too? 

“In  the  case  of  the  quarters,  I  have — 
from  you — those  great  Kingswood  albums, 
and  it’ll  be  fun  to  have  those  quarters  in 


their  album. 

“You  enclosed  postage-paid  envelopes, 
but,  considering  I  am  enclosing  the  quar¬ 
ters  as  well  as  the  half-dime,  I’d  like  to  pay 
the  postage  and  registration  costs  to  get  the 
coins  to  you.  For  this  reason,  I’m  not  using 
one  of  your  envelopes. 

“As  I  look  over  the  Liberty  Seated  half¬ 
dimes,  the  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  and 
the  one  Capped  Bust  half-dime  which  you 
and  Beth  have  sent  me,  I  am  delighted  by 
the  coins’  quality.  The  results  of  your 
knowledge  and  hard  work  really  are  evi¬ 
dent.’ 

— M.H. 


never  seen  a  nicer  one 


3,295 


1924-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning . 495 

1 924 -S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at 
this  level,  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade 
from  PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with 
deep  iridescent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for 


the  quality-conscious  specialist . 899 

1924-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 


1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 


Quality! . 1,595 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1926  AU-55 . 23 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 525 


1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.315 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 350 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of 
the  prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade 
level .  1,875 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  cameo  with 

delicate  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series . 1,595 

1927  AU-50 . 17 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,250 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 570 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

splashes  of  toning  on  the  obverse . 335 

1929- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 78 

1929-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 65 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1930- S  AU-55 . 52 

1931- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCI).  A  frosty  gem.  Virtually  full 


bands  on  the  reverse . 275 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 


1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  gem  with 
gorgeous  light  iridescent  toning  around  the  pe¬ 
riphery.  You  would  have  to  search  long  and  hard 
for  the  equivalent  of  this  specimen.  A  prize  item 
for  the  connoisseur.  Rarest  of  the  Proof  Mercury 


dime  dates . 1,650 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 252 

1937  Proof-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 32 

1937  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 24 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 52 

1937- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 56 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1938- D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 58 

1938-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 58 


1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing .  265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 295 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 77 
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1939- D  MS-65  I  B.  Brilliant . 36 

1940  Proot-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS -6-4  (PCGS).  I  ightlv  toned . 23 

1940- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 30 

19-tO-P  MS-64  I  B.  Brilliant . 28 

1940- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 44 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1941  Proot-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proot-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1941- D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 33 

1941-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 24 


Mint  State  1942/1  Overdate 


1942/1  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Quite  rare 
in  true  Mint  State;  at  least  100  to  200  times 
rarer  than  in  worn  grades.  This  piece  is  lustrous 
and  has  the  overdate  boldly  defined.  A  prize 

coin  for  the  Mercury  dime  specialist . 2,150 

1942/1  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 525 

1942/1-D  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  A  sharp  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  rarity. . 625 

1942/1-D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 

1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 575 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1943-D  MS-65  FB . 32 

1943- S  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 23 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 10 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 28 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 22 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast!  Buy  one  for:  . 20 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this  spe¬ 
cial  price! . 20 

1945-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 24 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  224 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 23 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces,  one 
of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates  or 


Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1 ,295 

lloosevHI  Himes 

1948-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 12 

i  i' )  3  MS -64.  Brilliant . 29 

1951-S  MS -65.  Brilliant . 14 


1953-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1 946-1 964  Silver  Roosevelt  dime  set.  Grades  on  the 
average  MS-63  to  MS-65.  An  attractive  set  with 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark . 99 


1 875-CC  AU-58.  Boldly  struck.  The  only  readily 
collectible  Carson  City  issue  of  this  denomi¬ 
nation  (the  1876-CC  being  a  legendary  rar¬ 


ity) . 695 

The  CC  mintmark  on  this  issue  is  from  two  separate 

impressions,  widely  spaced,  from  a  single  C  punch. 

1 875-CC  AU-55 . 610 

1 875-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 610 

1 875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

1875-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 195 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20<f 
1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an  eye 
for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,450 

Gem  1876  20<t 


1876  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  is¬ 
sue.  A  gem  of  the  first  quality,  this  rarity  will 
delight  the  connoisseur.  Years  can  pass  between 


the  offering  of  such  a  beautiful  coin . 2,795 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 575 


Gem  Proof  1878  20<£  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date  and  also  as  the 
last  year  of  this  short-lived  series . 3,250 

Quarter  Hollars 

Basic  information:  Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796- 
1 838  years  are  described  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838,  by  A.W.  Brown¬ 
ing  (“B”  numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Col¬ 
lectors  of  later  quarters  will  find  such  titles  as  Larry 
Briggs  excellent  study  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters  (David 
Lawrence),  and  Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (J.H. 


Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to  their  numismatic 
pursuit. 

Dialled  liiisl  lliiiirlm 

1804  Browning-1.  Rarity-3.  VG-10.  Light  lilac 
and  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  key 


issue . 1 ,395 

1806/5  B-l.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 350 

1806  B-9.  F-12 . 375 

1818  B-2.  VF-30 . 365 

1818  B-2.  VG-10 . 95 

1818  B-3.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725 

1818  B-3.  VG-10 . 95 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-15 . ' . 195 

1818  B-7-  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  F-12 . 135 

1818  B-l  0.  EF-40 . 725 

1818  B-10.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 145 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 215 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1820  B-2.  VG-8 . 85 

1820  B-4,  Breen-3902.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache). 

Pleasing  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  .825 

1820  B-5.  Rarity-5.  F-12 . 265 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VE-20. . 275 


1822  B-l.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin. ..  875 

Rare  1822  25/50  C.  Quarter 


1822  B-2.  25  over  50  C.  VG-10.  Lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Quite  attractive  overall.  The  error  fea¬ 
ture  is  very  bold.  One  of  the  most  popular  issues 
in  the  series.  The  engraver  thought  he  was  work¬ 
ing  on  a  half  dollar  die,  punched  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  50  C.,  realized  his  gaffe,  and  repunched 
the  value  as  25  C.  Today,  both  denominations 
are  still  visible . 2,895 

After  striking  these  1 822  pieces  the  reverse  die  was  kept 
in  the  vault  at  the  Mint  and  brought  out  again  in  1828,  when 
additional  pieces  were  made. 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 395 

1828  B-l.  EF-45.  Some  lustre  remains  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Another  of  the  many  new  purchases 

in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. . 850 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1828  B-3.  Rarity-4.  25  over  50C.  VF-35.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning . 1,095 

This  identical  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  certain  1822 
quarter  dollars.  The  engraver  thought  he  was  working  on  a 
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half  dollar,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  read  25C. 

1828  B-4.  VC-8 . 75 

1831  B-2.  EF-45.  Some  lustre  still  remains.  ..295 

1835  B-6.  EF-45 . 295 

1838  B-l.  AU-50 . 525 

1838  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Much 
original  lustre  remains  in  the  protected  areas. 
Last  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  style . 525 

Liberty  Seated  (liiarlm 


Splendid  1839  No  Drapery  25<f 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilli  ant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  Ever  popular  for  type 
sets . 3,650 

1841- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  695 

1842- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 675 

1846  VF-30.  Steel  gray  toning . 59 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen, 

prooflike,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  1 847  quar¬ 
ters  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint . 1 ,950 

1851-0  VF-30 . 725 

1851-0  VF-20 . 625 

1853/4  VF-20  (PCI).  Scarce  “backward”  overdate; 
the  undertype  Figure  is  later  than  the  final  fig¬ 
ure!  . 225 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 

liant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  ever-popular 
design  issued  only  in  1853.  Ideal  for  your  type 
set . 1,195 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 ,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  First  year  with  arrows  at  the  date  and 
without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1 ,550 

1855  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 295 

1860  MS-60.  Lustrous . 325 

1861  AU-58 . 150 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  ‘type’  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you’ve  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will 
send  you  a  quotation.  There’s  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if 
you  desire. 


1 862- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce  in 

all  grades,  rare  at  this  level . 1,350 

1864  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  650 
1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lust  rous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this  ech¬ 
elon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The  special¬ 
ist  will  appreciate  this  beautiful  piece . 1 ,750 


Finest  Certified  1872-S  25 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  spar¬ 
kling  gem  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the  is¬ 
sue.  In  just  MS-60  (no  higher  grade  is  listed)  the 
Guide  Book  attributes  a  worth  of  $6,000  to  this 
coin.  And,  in  only  MS-60  the  issue  is  of  such  for¬ 
midable  rarity  that  if  you  were  to  offer  twice  that 
price,  we  doubt  if  one  would  come  to  hand.  This 
present  gem  MS-65  is  of  course  much,  much 
finer  than  MS-60  and  is  much  rarer . 29,500 

1 876-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem, 
somewhat  proof  like.  An  extraordinary  coin  (just 
wait  until  you  see  it!)  . 865 

1 876- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1877- CC  MS-63  (NGC) . 595 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  whisper  ol  toning.  Beautiful  satiny  fields.  Low 
mintage . 850 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age . 1 ,195 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims.  A  major 
rarity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a 
gem  such  as  this  is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare 
chance .  1,975 

1885  MS-64.  L  mstrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1 ,850 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 
trade  name  “R.  Green"  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1 940s  and  1 950s, 
and  obtained  over  100  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought 
for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. .  995 


1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 265 

Itarlmr  lliuirtm 

1892  MS-62  (NGC) . 249 

1892- 0  Type  I.  Reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1893  MS-60 . 225 

1893- 0  AU-55 . 185 

1 893-S  AU-55.  If  collecting  Barber  quarters  is  your 

forte,  you’ll  really  enjoy  this  listing . 325 


1894  Proof-63.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  ..575 

1894  AU-55 .  I  So 

1894-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Gunmetal-bluc  and 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 219 

1894- S  AU-58 . 245 

1895  AU-55 . 149 

1895  AU-50 . 135 

1895- 0  AU-58 . 325 

1 895-0  Breen-4 1 45.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 

1895- S  Breen-4147.  AU-58.  Mintmark  far  right; 

another  interesting  issue . 3 1 5 

1896  MS-60 . 235 

1896  AU-50 . 135 

1 896- 0  AU-58.  Small  nick  on  cheek.  Brilliant  with 

most  original  lustre  still  intact.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  merit  the  MS-60  des¬ 
ignation.  You’ll  like  it . 750 

1896-0  AU-50 . 665 

1896-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 665 


Mint  State  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  tiny  obverse  line 
scratch  is  hidden  by  light  golden  toning,  other¬ 
wise  the  folks  at  NGC  probably  would  have 
called  it  MS-63  or  better.  Actually,  the  reverse 
if  graded  on  its  own  is  an  MS-65.  The  1 896- 
S  is  one  of  the  “big  three”  rarities  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series,  the  others  being  the  1901-S  and 
191 3-S.  In  terms  of  Mint  State  specimens  in  our 
stock  over  the  years,  we  have  had  fewer  1 896-S 
than  the  others . 6,795 

In  1 896  interest  in  collecting  mintmark  varieties  was  in 
its  infancy.  So  far  as  we  know,  not  even  one  original  mint  roll 
of  1896-S  quarters  was  set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue.  The 
survival  of  Mint  State  pieces  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 
On  the  other  hand,  A.C.  Gies  of  Pittsburgh,  PA,  is  said  (by 
Walter  Breen)  to  have  had  a  roll  each  of  every  Barber  quarter 
date  and  mintmark  from  1901  to  1916. 


Key  1896-S  Quarter 

1896-S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  of  this 


famous  rarity.  . 3,595 

1 896-S  VF-20.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series  (with  the 
1901-S  and  1 9 1 3-S  being  the  other  wo).  ..950 
1897  AU-55 . 129 

1897  AU-50 . 119 

1898  AU-58 . 145 

1898- S  AU-50 . 189 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 259 

1899-S  AU-55 . 289 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900- S  AU-58 . 235 

1900-S  AU-55. (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 


1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  . 2,150 
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I  M  i  l; II  STATUS SILVER  (  III AS 


1901-0  VF-20 . 150 

1902  AU-50 . 109 

1  9Q2  EF-45 . 85 

1902  EF-40 . 79 


1902-0  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  so  line. 

Brilliant . 550 

1902-0  AU-58 . 319 

1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
small  toning  spot  is  evident  on  Liberty’s 
neck . 795 

1902- S  VF-20 . 59 

1903  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned . 135 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 99 

1905-S  AU-58 . 325 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 

1905- S  F-15 . 42 

1906  AU-55 . 119 

1906- D  AU-55 . 155 

1906-0  AU-50 . 210 

1906- 0  AU-50  (PCI).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 210 

1907  AU-55 . 129 

1907- 0  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 195 

1907-0  AU-50 . 140 

1907- S  AU-58 . 359 

1908  MS-60 . 210 

1908- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .295 

1908-D  AU-58 . 165 


1908-0  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  .345 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1908-0  AU-58 . 175 

1908- S  AU-55.  Quite  scarce . 525 

1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  575 

1909  AU-58 . 145 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-0  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned.  Last  New  Orleans 

Mint  issue . 675 


1909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 


spect . 850 

1910-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 ,095 

1910- D  AU-55 . 255 

1911  MS-63.  Gray  toned  surfaces  with  ample  ar¬ 
eas  of  brilliance . 285 

1911  AU-55 . 129 

191 1- D  AU-50 . 475 

1912  AU-55 . 129 


1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 


more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  col¬ 


lector .  1,350 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

191 3-D  AU-58 . 219 

191 3- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  AU-58 . 145 

1914- D  AU-58 . 145 

1914-S  MS-60 . 935 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 

Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 
set . 595 

1915  AU-58 . 145 


1915  AU-55 . 129 

1915-D  AU-58 . 145 

1915-D  AU-55 . 129 

1915- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916  Barber.  AU-58 . 145 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 

Last  year  ol  the  design  type . 495 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  Irosty,  and  at¬ 
tractive . 495 

1916-D  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  AU-50 . 119 


Slaiiilino  l,ili(‘ilv  lliiai  tcrs 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  finest  Standing  Liberty  quarters  on  the 

planet . 1 ,750 

1917  Type  1.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 325 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  beautiful . 495 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1917-D  Type  II.  AU-50 . 135 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharp, 
brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous.  An  outstanding 

gem!  Rare  so  fine . 1 ,495 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

Lustrous  1918/7-S  Overdate! 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  specimen 
with  gorgeous  light  golden  toning,  a  coin  that 
certainly  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  high 
grade  examples  in  existence  of  this  famous 
overdate .  9,250 

1918  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1 918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 795 

1918-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  ton¬ 
ing .  340 

1918-D  EF-45 . 99 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 735 

1918-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

1918- S  AU-50 . 89 

1919  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1919- S  MS-63.  A  brilliant  beautiful  specimen  of 

one  of  the  most  desired  issues  in  the  Standing 
Liberty  series . 1,495 

1920  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  a 


superb  strike.  One  of  the  very  finest  we’ve  ever 

seen  of  this  early  date . 1 ,975 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235 

1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue . 1 ,450 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Nearly  lull  head  details.  Nuance  of  golden 

toning.  A  beauty! . 2,495 

1923-S  MS-63  FH.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen 

of  exceptional  quality. . 1 ,650 

1923-S  VF-20 . 375 

Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25<t 


1924-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  sharply 
struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder-to-find 

issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1924-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  particularly  high  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,195 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . . 169 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 

golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1,395 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. ...  1 ,395 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 


Mint  State  1927-S  Rarity 


1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid,  especially  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  ol  this  highly  prized  rarity.  4,650 
1927-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels,  especially  so  above 


VF . 1,095 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1930  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 815 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Exceptional  quality. . 815 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 
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THE  AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


The  American  Numismatic  Society,  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  York  City,  is  an  educational 
and  research  organization  that  has  served 
numismatists  for  over  135  years. 

Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  suggest 
that  you  get  acquainted  with  the  ANS  by 
contacting  them  for  more  information  or 
by  becoming  a  member  of  the  society. 

A  $40  membership  goes  from  January 
1  through  December  31. 

The  basic  membership  of  $40  entitles 
you  to 

•  a  subscription  to  the  quarterly  ANS 
Newsletter  and  Annual  Report 

•  Name  listed  in  Annual  Report 

•  Annual  issue  of  the  American  Journal 
of  Numismatics 

•  Invitations  to  all  public  meetings  and  receptions 

•  Advance  notice  of  all  conferences  and  special  events 

•  Eligibility  to  subscribe  to  a  Publications  Subscrip¬ 
tion  at  substantial  savings 

In  addition: 

The  ANS  has  the  premier  numismatic  research 
library  in  the  world. 

The  ANS  sponsors  educational  programs  through¬ 
out  the  U.S.  that  are  of  interest  to  connoisseurs  of 
ancient  and  modern  numismatics. 

The  ANS  is  a  major  numismatic  publisher,  includ¬ 
ing  a  prestigious  journal,  a  semi-annual  bibliography 
and  annotated  slide  sets. 

ANS  members  receive  an  array  of  benefits  including 
the  informative  quarterly  newsletter. 

You  can  become  a  member  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  and  keep  up  the  best  in  numismatic 
scholarship. 


For  information  contact: 

Arlene  P.  Jacobs 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 
Broadway  and  1  55th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10032 
(212)  234-3130 
Or  complete  the  coupon  below. 


r 

Dear  Friends, 

I  would  like  to  become  a  member  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society.  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  recommended 

1  me.  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $40.00  for  a  one-year  associate 

1  membership. 

1  NAME 

1  ADDRESS 

1  CITY 

STATE  ZIP 

|  PHONE 

|  Mail  to: 

American  Numismatic  Society 
Broadway  and  1 55th  Street 

L 

New  York.  NY  10032 

UNITED STATUS  SIEVED  COINS 


\\iixhiiii>lim  Oiiarlnx 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q. ..  895 
1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 


gorgeous,  quality  coin . 895 

1932-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-63.  Lustrous . 425 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 319 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934- D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 159 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 


While  the  1936-D  is  a  common  coin  in  worn  grades,  in 
Mint  State  it  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  Washington  se¬ 
ries.  In  1 936  the  numismatic  community  was  busy  with  other 
focal  points,  namely  commemorative  half  dollars  and  the 
boom  market  for  them.  1936-D  quarters  were  forgotten  in 
the  rush,  and  years  later  it  was  realized  that  only  a  few  Mint 
State  coins  had  been  saved.  Thus,  a  rarity  was  created. 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in  this 


grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to 

find  in  this  grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 110 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 79 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1 937-  D  MS-66 . 185 

1937-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1 937-  S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939- D  MS-66 . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1 939- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 


1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1 940-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  A 

beauty! . 675 

1 940- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1941  FS25C-12-7.  Double  Die  Obverse.  MS-60. 

Brilliant . 49 

1941- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1942  MS-65. Brilliant . 26 

1942- S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1943  MS-65 . 25 


1950-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 
gem! . 650 

Curious  and  apparently  quite  elusive  variety  with  an  S 
punched  clearly  over  the  undertype  D.  This  die  was  made 
for  use  at  the  Denver  Mint,  but  was  then  overpunched  and 
sent  to  San  Francisco. 

1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

Half  Hollars 

Basic  information:  Half  dollars  of  the  early  years 
1794-1836  are  described  by  “O”  numbers  as  delin¬ 
eated  by  A1  C.  Overton  in  his  book,  Early  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836.  The  collector  of 
later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire  the  Wiley-Bugert 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Com¬ 
plete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  (Bruce 
Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much  useful  data 
concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 

Flowino  Hair  Hall  Dollars 


Outstanding  1795  0-102  50<t 


1795  Overton-102.  Rarity-5  EF-40  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example,  attractively  toned  with 
most  design  features  boldly  delineated.  Al¬ 
though  listed  as  Rarity-5,  overall  this  piece  ranks 
among  the  finest  known  of  the  O-l  02  die  com¬ 
bination  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  six 

known  to  us . 5,695 

1795  0-109.  Rarity-4.  VG-10.  A  few  obverse  ad¬ 
justment  marks,  not  usual  for  the  issue.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  gray  surfaces . 725 

Famous  1795  Three-Leaves 
1795  O-ll  1.  Three-Leaves.  VG-10.  Light  gray 
fields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break  (prob¬ 


ably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  issue). 
Often  a  period  oi years  W\W  elapse  between  of¬ 
ferings  of  one  of  these  from  our  inventory.  One 
of  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination . 2,495 

1795  0-131.  VG-10  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
coin,  the  obverse  with  sharpness  of  Fine  to  VF, 
and  very  attractive.  The  reverse  is  VG-10,  with 
some  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment  marks. 
We  guarantee  you’ll  find  this  to  be  an  excellent 
value . 1 ,295 

Draped  linsl  Hall  Hollars 


Outstanding  1797  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Rarity 


1797  0-102.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toned 
surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  series.  ...26,500 
The  half  dollars  of  1796  and  1797  (both  dates  being  of 
the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse),  have  long  been  considered  to  be  among  the  very 
rarest  of  all  American  issues.  Among  U.S.  coins  by  design 
types,  this  issue  is  the  rarest  in  any  silver  series. 


Important  1805/4  50<t 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdated  half  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  this  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this. 
Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 


Try  Us  and  You’ll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — someth  ing  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you'll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  had  contact  with  us. 
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1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 

surfaces . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  VP-30.  Light  silver  surfaces.  .450 
1806  0-125.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Sharply  struck. 
Quite  attractive  overall.  Possibly  lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  as  always.  A 
high-grade  coin  for  a  low  price,  at . 1 ,450 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  504 
Memorable  Quality 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous, 
frosty  specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  a  very  exciting  example 
for  the  specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  extant  half 
dollars  of  1807  is  this  nice . 2,975 

fanned  liusl  Hall  Hollars 

1807  0-1 12.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 215 

1808  0-106.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Much  lustre  still 

remains . 935 

1809  0-102.  XXX  Edge.  EF-45 . 385 

1809  0-105.  VF-30.  Normal  lettered  edge....  145 

1809  0-105.  VF-20 . 105 

1 809  0-1 06.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Much 

lustre  remains . 575 

1811/0  0-101.  EF-40.  Cleaned . 195 

1811  0-1 04a.  Large  8.  EF-45  (PCI) . 219 

1814/3  0-101.  VF-35 . 225 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin . 995 


1815/2  Half  Dollar 

1815/2  0-101.  VF-25.  Medium  gray  surfaces. 
Excellent  definition  of  detail  and  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal.  Always  in  demand . 2,250 

1817  0-1  10.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  significant  percentage  of  original 

lustre  still  intact . 389 

1817  0-110.  VF-35 . 159 

1818  0-1 07.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 350 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1,695 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Light 
golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold 
toning.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 
overdate . 1,295 

1819  0-1 1  1 .  Double  Profile.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  and  iridescent  toning . 595 

1820/19  0-101.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Light  golden 


toning  over  lustrous  surfaces . 1,395 

1820  0-105.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  having  satiny  lustre  and  delicate 
iridescence .  925 

1820  0-105.  EF-40 . ZZZZZZZZ'.  265 

1821  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Very 

attractive . 525 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . ZZZZZZ^.%5 


1822/1  0-101.  MS-62  (PCGS).  So-called 
overdate.  Lustrous  with  beautiful  light  ton¬ 
ing.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  popular  0-101 

issue . 2  150 

Is  the  0-101  a  true  overdate?  Quite  a  few  people  think 
so  including  famous  half  dollar  authorities  M.L.  Beistle  and 
A1  C.  Overton  and  leading  grading  services.  Others  includ¬ 
ing  Edgar  E.  Souders  in  his  new  book.  Bust  Half  Fever,  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  not. 


1 822  0-1 04.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 

all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 619 

1822  0-110.  VF-30 . 95 

1 824/4  0-1 10.  Rarity-2.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  very 

frosty.  . 895 

1824  0-104.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 295 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 275 

1824  0-108.  Double  Profile.  MS-60.  Beautiful 

light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-110.  Rarity-3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  silver  at  the 

centers  changing  to  splendid  delicate  iridescent 
toning  at  the  borders.  A  visual  and  aesthetic 
treat! . 875 

1825  0-1  16.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  cer¬ 
tain  pieces  we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63 
level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  895 


1826  0-104.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 750 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 260 

1826  0-106.  EF-40 . 150 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 


1826  0-1 12.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 

outstanding  coin . 625 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  0-1 18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 


pleasing  coin . 350 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 475 

1827  0-106.  EF-45 . 165 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 465 

1828  0-110.  AU-50 . 245 

1828  0-110.  VF-35 . 95 

1828  0-1 17a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50 . 350 

1828  0-122.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1829  0-116.  VF-35 . 95 

1830  0-107.  Small  O.  EF-45 . 119 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-101.  AU-58.  (PCGS) . 295 

1831  0-102.  EF-45 . 119 

1832  0-1  13.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 545 

1832  0-118.  EF-45 . 119 

1832  0-121.  Rariry-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 

toning . 359 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 325 


1834  0-101.  AU-55 . 349 

1834  0-101.  AU-50 . 239 

1834  0-103.  EF-45 . 119 


1834  0-1 16.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50.  250 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 
very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 


silver  surfaces . 1 ,350 

1835  0-1 05.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 


display  strong  lustre . 

. 450 

1835  6-107.  AU-50 . 

. 239 

1835  0-110.  EF-40 . 

. 95 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge. 

MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  su 

rfaces  with  delicate 

toning . 

. 1,750 

1836  04  08.  AU-50 . 

. 395 

1836  0-110.  EF-45 . 

. 119 

1 838  VF-20 . 

. 85 

1 839-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Popular  style  with  obverse 
mintmark  as  also  used  on  the  legendary  1 838- 
O  rarity.  First  order  gets  it  for  only . 1,250 

Liberty  Sealed  Hall  Dnlliiis 

1 839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 

than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 
toned . 795 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  pat¬ 
terns  were  made  in  1838). 

1 840  Medium  Letters.  VF-30.  A  few  marks.  .  235 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 1 10 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS) . 350 

1852  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nicer  in  qual¬ 
ity  than  some  we’ve  seen  offered  as  MS-62  or 
MS-63 . 1,495 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 259 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1 ,950 

1855/54  AU-50  (PCI).  A  sharp  specimen  of  this 
curious  and  somewhat  elusive  overdate  variety. 
A  find  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 675 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lus¬ 

trous  and  very  beautiful  coin.  Not  easy  to  find 
so  nice . 1 ,975 

1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Several  orders 
rarer  than  1854-0  in  the  same  grade.  ...  1,975 


Notable  1855-S  Rarity 


1855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton 
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ing  over  surfaces  that  display  generous  amounts 
of  original  mint  lustre.  Important  as  the  first 
halt  dollar  issue  ot  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
also  as  a  notable  rarity  in  any  grade.  Very  few  of 


this  quality  exist . 6,950 

1856-0  AU-50 . 159 

1857  AU-50 . 149 

1857  EF-40 . 89 

1858  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1858  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  EF-40 . 85 

1860-0  MS-60 . 435 

1861  MS-60 . 435 


1861  C.S.A.  Restrike  Half  Dollar 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar. 
Scott  restrike.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  An  excellent  addition  to  any  Liberty 

Seated  half  dollar  collection . 2,850 

In  1879  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine  secured  the  original 
Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar  die,  from  which 
four  specimens  had  been  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in 
1861.  As  original  pieces  were  non-collectible,  Scott  sought 
to  satisfy  numismatic  demand  for  a  souvenir  of  the  Confed¬ 
eracy  by  making  restrikes.  This  was  done  by  acquiring  500 
1861-0  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  circulation,  grind¬ 
ing  off  the  reverse  design,  placing  the  resulting  one-sided 
coin  in  a  tight  collar  and  stamping  it  with  the  Confederate 
die.  The  result  was  a  flattened  obverse  (but  with  features  still 
very  clear)  and  with  the  reverse  appearing  quite  like  the  origi¬ 
nal,  but  with  some  weaknesses. 

1861-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  ...675 
The  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  un¬ 
der  federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of 


the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

1865-S  AU-50 . 325 

1867- S  AU-50 . 199 

1868  AU-50 . 325 

1868  VF-20 . 135 

1868- S  AU-50 . 225 

1869  MS-61 . 475 

1869  MS-60.  Special,  while  a  small  hoard  of  eight 

pieces  lasts.  Each:  . 409 

1869  EF-40 . 110 

1869- S  AU-50 . 375 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 . 129 


1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3  Rarity 


1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light 
silver  gray  surfaces.  Exceedingly  rare  variety. 
Listed  but  unpriced  in  the  Guide  Book.  This  is 
possibly  the  first  specimen  to  appear  in  one  of 
our  catalogues  of  coins  for  sale.  A  specialists 
dream  come  true . 4,195 

It  is  apparent  that  nearly  all  of  the  1873  half  dollar  coin¬ 


age  without  arrows  was  from  Closed  3  dies  made  early  in  the 
year. 

Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50<f 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic 
value  associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 3,795 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1,250 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 

and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Gorgeous  to  be¬ 
hold!  Quality! . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous.  A  bit  conservatively  graded,  in 
our  opinion;  this  would  easily  pass  for  MS- 
62  and  mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS- 


63 .  1,295 

1874  Arrows.  AU-55 . 395 

1875  AU-50 . 175 


Superb  Gem  1875-S  50<t 


1875- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 

gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece 
nicer  than  this  one! . 2,795 

1876  AU-50 . 185 

1876- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  proof  like  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  splash  of  golden  toning.  A  very 
beautiful  piece . 1,395 

1876- CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 

of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set .  925 

1877- S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,625 

The  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than 
the  regularly-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assign¬ 
ing  no  premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was 
caused  by  die  polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike 
surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 


brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 1,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whisper 

of  delicate  golden  toning . 1 ,625 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem,  delicately 

toned.  An  aesthetic  delight . 1,750 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  rare  year . 1 ,495 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1888  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  rarity.  ....410 
1891  EF-45 . 175 


Barber  Hall  Hollars 


1892-0  MS-63  (NGC) . .'...1,350 


1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 


issue . 995 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892- S  AU-58 . 795 

1893  AU-58 . 425 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 395 

1894  AU-58.  Small  rim  bump . 425 

1894- 0  AU-55 . 410 


1894-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 
1894-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  395 


1895  AU-58 . 469 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 365 

1895-0  AU-55 . 435 

1895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 425 

1896- 0  AU-58.  Rare  issue . 875 

1896-S  AU-58.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 

nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen.  We  guarantee  you’ll  agree!  ....  1,695 


1897  AU-55. 


369 


1897-0  F-12.  Mintage:  632,000  business  strikes, 
the  10th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver-gray  with 
iridescent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  few  scat¬ 


tered  marks  are  noted . 295 

1898  AU-58 . 389 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899  AU-50 . 349 

1899-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 419 

1899- S  AU-58 . 525 

1900  AU-55 . 369 

1900- S  AU-55 . 399 

1901  MS-60 . 475 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901- 0  MS-60.  Attractive  mint  lustre . 1,495 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1 902-  S  AU-55 . 469 

1903- 0  AU-58 . 550 

1903- S  AU-55 . 465 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-55 . 650 

1905  AU-55.  Scarce . 389 


1905-0  AU-55.  Mottled  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 535 
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1905- S  AU-58 . 460 

1906- D  AU-58 . 419 

1906-0  AU-58 . 435 

1906- S  AU-50.  Gray  and  lilac  toning . 340 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907  AU-58 . 419 

1907- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 

Somewhat  scarce . 675 

1907- 0  AU-58 . 439 

1 908- D  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned . 315 

1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 

the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 
1908-0  AU-58 . 429 

1908- S  AU-55 . 425 

1909  AU-58 . 419 

1909- 0  AU-50 . 510 

1910  AU-58 . 525 

191 0- S  AU-58 . 485 

1911  AU-58 . 419 

1911  AU-55 . 335 

191 1- D  AU-58 . 395 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575 

1912- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen . 1 ,395 

1912-D  AU-58 . 419 

1912-D  AU-55 . 350 

1912- S  AU-55 . 395 

1913  MS-60.  Light  lilac  toning.  Rarity  wise  the 

1913  is  near  the  top  of  the  series.  Very  hard  to 

find  in  this  grade . 995 

1913- S  AU-58 . «... . 495 

1915  AU-58.  Rare,  nearly  as  much  so  as  the 

1914  .  895 

191 5-D  AU-50 . 340 

191 5-S  AU-58 . 419 

1915-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 

surfaces . 325 


EilM‘ilv  Walkiii!!  Mall  Hollars 

Basic  information:  1  his  motif,  the  work  of  noted 
sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman  (who  also  designed 
the  Mercury  dime),  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  American  series.  In  general,  dates  from  1916 
through  1929  are  scarce  in  Mint  State,  with  1917 
(Philadelphia)  being  a  notable  exception.  There 
were  no  pieces  struck  from  1930  through  1932. 
Beginning  in  1933,  production  was  continuous 
through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  with  P-D-S 
sets  being  made  of  certain  years,  including  all  years 
from  1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to 
pick  a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety 
from  1 933  through  1947.  The  present  listing  offers 
quality  pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  lev¬ 
els,  all  lustrous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due 
to  the  popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you 
give  alternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alter¬ 
nates  will  be  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been 
sold. 

1916  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  pleasing . 310 

1916  EF-45 . 175 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  With  mintmark  on  ob¬ 
verse  as  used  this  year  and  in  early  1917.  .  850 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 ,095 

1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning  around  the  borders . 235 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The 


connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2, 1 50 

1917-1)  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 1,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  ALJ-50  (ANACS 
Cache) . 1,195 

Gorgeous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 


1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Quality!  3,175 

1918- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,125 

1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  2,125 

Brilliant  Gem  1919  50C 
Outstanding  Quality! 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 
very  nice  strike;  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever 
see  in  this  grade  level  or,  perhaps,  even  at  the 
MS-65  level  as  well.  Quality! . 3,595 

1919- S  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  If  you  look  care¬ 

fully  you  can  see  some  original  mint  lustre  in 
protected  areas . 895 

Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 

1920- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 

with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 

this  nice! . 2,525 


Classic  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well-struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series . 3,450 


The  last  in  a  series? — Possibly! 

A  truly  great  medal? — Definitely! 

Frank  Gasparro,  former  chief  engraver  at 
the  U.S.  Mint  and  the  designer  of  several 
famous  United  States  coins,  has  created 
especially  for  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
the  1995  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  medal. 

Specifications:  Struck  in  99.9%  pure 
silver  and  weighing  about  one  ounce,  this 
medal  has  been  produced  in  gem 
Proof  finish  and  is  limited  to  no 
more  than  1 ,000  specimens. 

The  reverse  depicts  the 
famous  Bowers  and  Merena 
“griffin”  trademark  that  has 
been  used  on  this  illustrious 
series  of  medals  ever  since  the 
first  was  created  by  Frank 


Gasparro  for  us  and  struck  in  1983. 

How  to  order  your  medal(s):  A  limit  of 
1 0  Roosevelt  medals  per  buyer  has  been 
placed.  Orders  will  be  filled  in  the  order 
received.  The  price  of  each  gem  Proof  silver 
medal  is  $29.95,  or  if  three  or  more  are 
ordered,  net  $27.25  each. 

The  last  in  a  series?  This  is  not  known  as 
we  go  to  press,  but  this  medal  may  be  the  last 
in  the  long-running  series.  By  now  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  series  stands  as  the 
longest-running  continuous 
series  of  medals  ever  issued  by 
an  American  rare  coin 
company  in  recent  times. 
Accordingly,  this  medal  may 
be  the  last  in  the  series,  thus 
closing  and  defining  it.  We 
will  make  a  decision  in  1996. 
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1921  Half  Dollar  Rarity 
1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest-mintage  issue  among 

l  iberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 

1921  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original  lus¬ 
tre.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  classic 

issue . 2,365 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 1,595 


Lustrous  192 1-D  Rarity 


1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  lowest  mintage 
issue  in  the  series . 4,995 


Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 
1921-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Ample  original  lustre  still 
remains.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Rare  in 

all  grades . 2,695 

1921-D  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Always  in  de¬ 
mand  due  to  its  rarity  and  desirability.  Lowest 

mintage  of  the  series . 2,095 

1921-D  EF-40.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Mint  lustre 
remains  in  some  protected  areas  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  centerpoint  coin,  mintage -wise, 
in  the  Liberty  Walking  series;  only  208,000  were 
struck . 1,950 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Medium  gray  surfaces  with  a  few  areas  of  deep 
gray.  Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest 


of  the  three  varieties  of  this  year . 4,650 

1923-S  EF-40 . 219 

Remarkable  1929-D  Gem  50<t 
1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 

sharply  struck . 2,325 


Extraordinary  Gem  1929-D  50<t 
1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous, 
and  sharply  struck.  This  1 929-D  is  of  the  qual¬ 
ity  that  you  could  look  at  100  pieces — if  indeed 
you  could  locate  that  many— over  a  period  of 
years  and  find  none  nicer  than  this  and  perhaps 


just  one  or  two  that  qualify  as  peers.  A  rare,  rare 

opportunity. . 2,325 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 
has  it  all! . 2,495 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50<f 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 


gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,125 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 495 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1934-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 


Splendid  1934-S  50<F 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  and  lustrous 
gem . 2,950 


Gem  1934-S  50<£ 

1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high-quality 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 


Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 

offered! . 2,950 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine . 1,350 

1 934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 799 

1934- S  AU-50 . 84 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 290 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,315 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,235 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  2,235 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 810 

1936  MS-65 . 169 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 45 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 420 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 


1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 610 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 735 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 2S2 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold  toning.  78 

1937  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 217 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 570 

1937- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  1,075 

1938-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1938-D  AU-55 . 315 

1938-D  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 315 

1938-D  AU-50 . 275 

1938- D  EF-40 . 129 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1939-D  MS-64.  Delicately  toned  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 73 

1939- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1940  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 

specimen . 625 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC) . 535 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 535 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1940-S  MS-64 . 90 

1940- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1941  AU-58  (PCI) . 19 

194 1- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

194 1-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,350 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 217 

1941- S  AU-58 . 42 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1942  AU-55  (PCI) . 16 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been— 
since  we  began  business  in  1953.  Ifyouare 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 
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1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942- S  MS-63  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1943  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 46 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1943AU-58  (PCI) . 19 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-62  (PCI) . 65 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 58 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1943- S  MS-63 . 58 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1 944 -D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1944-S  MS-65 . 665 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1944- S  AU-55 . 26 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces .  126 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1945-D  MS-64.  Bnlliant . 59 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1946  AU-55  (PCGS) . 19 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 47 

1946-D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 47 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1 947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can 
match  Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  estab¬ 
lished  our  reputation  through  honesty, 
courtesy,  selection,  award-winning  publi¬ 
cations,  and  service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to 
deal  with. 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

98 

409 

1934-D 

295 

495 

1125 

1934-S 

799 

1350 

2950 

1935 

72 

290 

1935-D 

280 

1315 

1935-S 

810 

2235 

1936 

78 

1936-D 

155 

420 

1936-S 

225 

315 

610 

1937 

78 

252 

1937-D 

525 

1937-S 

570 

1938 

310 

1938-D 

685 

1075 

1939 

58 

72 

1939-D 

175 

1940 

65 

140 

1940-S 

490 

1941 

46 

59 

126 

1941-D 

58 

135 

194 1-S 

119 

217 

1350 

1942 

46 

58 

135 

1942-D 

72 

108 

224 

1942-S 

58 

92 

595 

1943 

46 

58 

126 

1943-D 

78 

105 

175 

1943-S 

58 

92 

385 

1944 

46 

58 

135 

1944-D 

53 

76 

129 

1944-S 

53 

85 

665 

1945 

46 

58 

126 

1945-D 

53 

59 

135 

1945-S 

50 

175 

1946 

45 

59 

1946-D 

47 

59 

1946-S 

56 

135 

1947 

175 

1947-D 

126 

Franklin  Malt  Hollars 


1949- S  MS-64  (PCI) . 75 

1950- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1951- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1951-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1951-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1951-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  V) 

1952  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1952  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 

1953  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for . 169 

1954-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 30 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1955  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 12 

1957  Proof-64.  Buy  a  brilliant  gem  for  just . 1 2 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1957  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958- D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 110 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1960  Proof-67  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 39 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 15 

1960- D  MS-62  (PCI) . 12 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1962  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1962  MS-63 . 19 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  present  list¬ 

ing  gives  you  a  great  opportunity  to  start  or  add 
to  your  set  of  Proofs . 24 

1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 20 

1963  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 12 

1963- D  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 15 

1963-D  MS-61  (PCI).  Brilliant . 10 


Si  Ivor  Dollars 

Basic  information:  Silver  dollars  are  one  ot  the 
most  popular  collecting  areas,  and  it  is  quite  pos¬ 
sible  that  Morgan  dollars  (1878-1921)  head  the 
popularity  list  among  all  issues. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1794-1804  era  are  attributed 
to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers) 
and  are  listed  by  “BB”  numbers.  The  Bowers  text 
also  gives  detailed  information  concerning  Liberty 
Seated,  Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  in¬ 
cluding  much  history,  rarity,  and  price  information. 
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1  he  two-volume  set,  over  2,000  pages,  is  yours  for, 
net,  5 1  19.20  plus  shipping  and  handling.  Only 
a  few  copies  remain. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive 
Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace 
Silver  Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George 
Mallis)  gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  con¬ 
cerning  history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while 
The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 
(John  W.  Highf ill)  gives  information  concerning 
market  prices  and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opin¬ 
ions  and  collecting  experiences. 


llraniMl  lliisl  Dollars 


Small  Ha»lt‘ 

1797  Bowers  Borckardt-71.  10X6  Stars.  Large  Let¬ 
ters  on  reverse.  VG-10.  Scarce  year . 975 

1797  BB-72.  9x7  Stars.  Small  Letters.  VG-10. 

(PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Scarce  year.  2,095 


Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 

very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 
date . 3,650 

1798  BB-81.  Small  Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse. 

15  stars  on  obverse.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
surfaces . 2,295 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  in  the  series. 
It  is  the  only  1798  dollar  with  1 5  obverse  stars,  and  the  Small 
Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse  is  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin 
certain  other  silver  dollars  dated  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 


Marvelous  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 
1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  Large  Letters.  AU-50.  A  marvelous 
coin,  certainly  among  the  top  half  dozen  or 
so  finest  known.  Of  additional  importance  as 
a  rare  1798  type;  most  are  of  the  later  Heral¬ 
dic  Eagle  reverse  style.  A  prize  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 9,750 

The  second  of  only  two  1798  varieties  employing  the 
Small  Eagle  reverse. 

1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  around  the  border.  ..  1,495 
1798  BB-107.  Large  or  Heraldic  Eagle.  VF-25 


(PCGS).  Pleasing  light  gray  toning . 835 

1800  BB-193.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  issue . 1 ,595 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 


UImtIv  Scaled  Hollars 

1843  AU-50.  Brilliant . 525 

1845  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  silver-gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  dates  of  the 
era . 795 

On  the  rim  at  the  first  star  is  an  interesting  die  break  of 
the  cud  type,  not  extending  into  the  denticles  (no  extra  pre¬ 
mium  charged  for  this;  just  interesting  to  mention). 

1846-0  EF-40.  Just  purchased . 525 

1847  AU-55  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 650 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example. 
Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  an  1  848  of  this  remarkable  qual¬ 
ity.  .  5,650 

1 848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
15,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 


believe  you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  of  an  even  higher  graded  coin . 4,650 


High-Grade  1850-0  $1 


1850-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  high-grade 
specimen  of  this  scarce  and  highly  prized  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollar  issue . 3,750 

Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 


Important  1848  Dollar 
1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent 
toning  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  An¬ 
other  quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractively  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  diffi¬ 
cult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this  grade 
level . 5,395 


Of  all  the  mints  in  U.S.  history,  perhaps  no 
other  excites  America’s  coin  collectors  more  than 
the  Carson  City  Mint.  This  icon  of  the 
old  west  first  began  coinage  opera¬ 
tions  in  1870,  closing  its  doors 
forever  in  1893.  During  the 
1870-1885  period  and  again 
during  the  1889-1893  period 
some  of  the  most  famous  rari¬ 
ties  in  U.S.  numismatics  were 
struck. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  are  the 
Morgan  dollars  from  the  Car- 
son  City  Mint.  Overall,  Morgan 
dollars  from  any  mint  are  cur¬ 
rently  among  the  most  popular 
of  all  numismatic  items,  and 


their  popularity  increases  many  (old  when  that 
“magic”  CC  mintmark  shows  beneath  the  eagles 
tail  feathers  on  the  reverse. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  five- 
piece  groups  of  lovely  MS-64 
Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS  and  NGC.  Each 
group  includes  an  1880-CC, 
1881-CC,  1882-CC,  1883-CC 
and  1884-CC.  These  dates  are 
solid  building  block  for  any 
Morgan  dollar  collections  as  well 
as  for  a  specialized  Carson  City 
Mint  collection. 

List  price:  $884.00 
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Rare  1855  Dollar 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  (  INNS 


Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 


1855  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
One  of  the  most  important  Philadelphia  Mint 
issues  in  the  series . 2,850 


Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 
An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The 
1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  of  that  of  the  famous  1895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 


MS-63  1859  Dollar 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
toughest  dates  of  the  entire  series,  very  much 
underrated . 4,950 


1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  coin,  brilliant 
with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  notice  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  quality.  . 3,975 


Remarkable  Gem  1861  $1 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  frosty  and  lustrous. 
Light  iridescent  toning.  One  ol  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  the  1 86 1 
in  business  strike  form.  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
specialist  and  connoisseur . 8,950 


1864  Dollar 


1864  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 


liant  example  of  this  scarce  issue . 3,950 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly-prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  ...  1,450 

1866  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  gray-gold  toning.  1 ,1 50 


First  year  of  issue  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse. 


Order  Today,  Enjoy  Your  Coin  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about  our  overnight  Federal  Express  service. 
Just  $10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above  that  amount.  Shipments  to  street 
addresses  anywhere  in  the  USA!  Telephone  your  order  today  by  1  PM  Eastern  time, 
and  you’ll  enjoy  them  tomorrow!  1-800-222-5993. 


1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satinv,  some¬ 
what  proof  like,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  An  outstanding  coin . 4,950 


Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  Beautiful  and  brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this  one!  2,850 
1872-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarce . 1,585 

The  1 872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  of  just  four  dates  coined 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series,  and  is  one 
of  just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1 870-S  is  a  legendary 
rarity,  and  the  1873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and  the  only 
available  San  Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style. 

1872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive.  Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  natu¬ 
rally  retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few 
scattered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark 
is  seen  at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your 

satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 925 

1873  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Last  year  of  the  design . 1,295 

illoi'iiiiii  Hollars 

Basic  information:  Morgan  dollars  were  designed 
by  George  T.  Morgan  and  were  produced  continu¬ 
ously  from  1 878  through  1 904  and  then  for  the  single 
year  1921 .  Production  during  the  early  period  was  at 
four  mints:  Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  New  Orleans, 
and  San  Francisco.  In  1921  the  Philadelphia,  Denver, 
and  San  Francisco  mints  were  utilized. 

About  this  offering:  Here  at  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries,  Morgan  silver  dollars  are  number 
one  on  the  popularity  list  with  our  clients.  And, 
no  wonder.  Of  the  100  or  so  standard  varieties 
listed  in  the  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins,  dozens  of 
different  varieties  can  be  bought  in  choice  levels 
ol  Mint  State  for  less  than  $100  each,  and  many 
other  choice  pieces  can  be  acquired  in  the  $100  to 
$  1 ,000  range. 
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Sale  Highlights 

On  May  20-22,  1996,  in  three  evening  sessions  comprising 
nearly  1,500  lots,  we  will  offer  for  sale  coins  in  the  series  listed 
below.  The  sale  will  be  in  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central  Park  South, 
New  York  City.  Lot  viewing  will  be  conducted  in  advance  of  the 
auction. 

•  Colonial  American  coins 
from  the  1652  silver  coinage  of 
New  England  onward,  with  many 
landmark  rarities,  gems,  finest- 
known  examples,  and  other  clas¬ 
sics. 

•  Half  cents  1793-1857  in¬ 
cluding  gems  from  1793  onward, 
a  superb  prooflike  gem  1796  No- 
Pole,  all  of  the  rare  Proof  issues 
(often  in  multiple  varieties)  and 
more. 

•  Large  cents  1793-1857 
including  Mint  State  1793  issues 
among  which  will  be  found  a 
gem  1793  Chain  cent  and  the 
finest  known  1793  Liberty  Cap, 
likewise  a  superb  gem;  the  fa¬ 
mous  “Abbey”  cent  of  1799,  Mint  State  rarities,  Proofs,  and  more. 
All  will  be  new  to  the  present  generation  of  numismatists;  most 
have  never  been  seen  or  studied  in  detail  by  researchers  of  our  era. 

•  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  cents.  Gem  Mint  State  and  Proof. 

Complete  from  1856  onward. 

•  Two-cent  pieces  1864-1873. 

Gem  Mint  State  and  Proof.  Com¬ 
plete. 

•  Three-cent  pieces,  nickel.  Gem 
Mint  State  and  Proof.  Complete. 

•  Three-cent  pieces,  silver.  Gem 
Mint  State  and  Proof.  Complete. 

•  Nickel  five-cent  pieces  1866 


onward  including  the 
finest  known  of  per¬ 
haps  the  most  famous 
of  all  American  rari¬ 
ties,  a  gem  Proof  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickel 
(to  which  a  special  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  catalogue 
will  be  devoted). 

•  Half  dimes 
1 794- 1873.  Gem  early 
issues  including  1794, 

1795,  1796/5,  1796, 

1797,  etc.,  one  of  the 
finest  known  1 802  half 
dimes,  early  Proofs, 
etc.  A  memorable  of¬ 
fering. 

•  Dimes  1796  on¬ 
ward.  Gem  early  dates, 
early  Proofs,  gem  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dimes,  the 
only  known  1 873-CC  Without  Arrows  (a  virtually  perfect  gem), 
a  superb  Proof  1894-S,  Barber  dimes  ordered  directly  from  the 
mints  at  the  time  of  issue,  Mercury  dimes,  and  more.  Unforget¬ 
table. 

•  Pattern  coins  including  superb  gem  silver  Proof  1879 
“Schoolgirl”  and  1882  “Shield  Earring”  dollars,  1879  Metric  $20 

in  gold,  and  many  more  landmarks, 
all  of  which  have  been  off  the  market 
for  generations. 

•  Territorial  gold  coins  includ¬ 
ing  what  may  be  the  finest  known 
Proof  1855  Kellogg  $50,  rare  issues 
from  Templeton  Reid  and  Bechtler 
onward,  including  San  Francisco 
minters,  Oregon  and  Mormon  gold, 
Colorado  gold,  and  more.  A  spec¬ 
tacular  offering. 


Superb  Gem  1793 
Liberty  Cap  Cent. 
The  rarest  major 
type  of  the  year. 


to  twice  actual  size 


Unique  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  Dime 


Finest  known  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickel 


« 


20-22, 


7996 


Special  Publications 

In  connection  with  the  May  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection,  we  are  preparing  the  following  publications.  Advance 
orders  are  now  being  accepted: 

Sale  Catalogue 

Deluxe,  superbly-illustrated  catalogue  in  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  “Grand  Format”™  style  describing  the  coins  to  be  offered 
and  illustrating  many  ol  them.  Accompanying  historical  informa¬ 
tion,  rarity  data,  pedigree  information,  detailed  descriptions  of 
some  of  the  greatest  American  rarities  in  existence,  and  numis¬ 
matic  notes  will  make  this  a  catalogue  that  will  live  forever  in  the 
annals  of  American  numismatics  and  will  forever  be  a  monument 
to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  and  his  unique  accomplishment.  After 
the  sale,  subscribers  will  receive  a  prices  realized  list.  This  catalogue 
is  anticipated  to  beJaundreds  of  pages  in  length  and  will  be  a  work 
of  graphic  as  well  as  numismatic  art  and  research.  Copies  are 
available  as  lollows: 

Softbound  “working  copy”  for  use  before  and  at  the  sale.  If  you 
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Biography 

A  special  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg ,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins,  is  being 
written  byQ.  David  Bowers  and  will  bear  a  personally  autographed 
bookplate  by  the  author.  I  he  volume  is  anticipated  to  be  deluxe 
hardbound,  about  144  pages  in  length,  and  extensively  illustrated. 
The  title  was  suggested  by  the  Eliasberg  family  in  view  ol  one  ol 
Louis,  Sr.’s,  favorite  reminiscences:  Following  nationwide  public¬ 
ity  in  a  April  27,  1953,  Life  magazine  feature  article,  someone  in 
a  distant  state  who  remembered  the  article  but  misplaced  his 
address,  simply  addressed  an  envelope  to  “King  of  Coins,  U.S.A.’ 
and  posted  it.  A  lew  days  later  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  received  the  letter 
at  his  Baltimore  office!  This  hook  will  feature  rarities  Irom  all  series 
in  the  Eliasberg  Collection  including  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and 
gold  and  will  be  an  important  addition  to  ever)'  American  numis¬ 
matic  library.  Each:  $50. 


X 


The  following  opportunities  are  offered: 


Some  of  the  award  winning 
catalogues  from  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

u/ifam  /. ' 

Your  best  value,  first  part:  Subscription  to  all  Bowers  and 
Merena  auction  catalogues,  prices  realized  lists,  and  periodi¬ 
cals  for  1 996  including  our  May  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  Collection  coins,  catalogues  worth  over  $200  at  indi¬ 
vidual  prices.  J ust  $95  to  U.S.  addresses,  $  1 50  to  Canada,  and 
$200  elsewhere.  Limit:  One  subscription  per  person  or  fam¬ 
ily.  (If  you  order  Option  1,  you  will  be  qualified  to  order 
Option  2  if  you  wish.) 


Single  soltbound  auction  catalogue:  $40  plus  $5  shipping 
to  U.S.  addresses  ($35  shipping  by  air  elsewhere). 

Special  notes:  All  orders  are  limited  to  the  number  of 
copies  available  and  our  confirmation  of  your  order. 
Orders  for  multiple  copies  will  be  pro-rated  if  the  demand 
dictates. 

Shipment  of  the  biography  by  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
anticipated  in  March-April,  the  softbound  auction  cata¬ 
logue  in  April-early  May,  and  the  deluxe  hardbound 
edition  o(  the  auction  catalogue  about  60  days  after  the 
sale. 

An  announcement  concerning  the  sale  of  the  other 
series  in  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  including 
twenty-cents,  quarters,  half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  and 
trade  dollars — replete  with  gem  specimens  of  famous 
rarities — will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

TOLL-FREE  ORDERING:  Call  toll-free,  credit 
card  in  hand,  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  “Eliasberg 
Collection  Subscription,”  or  use  the  coupon  below. 


UMm  2: 

Your  best  value,  second  part:  For  present  subscribers  plus 
recent  ones  (if  you  include  Option  1  with  your  order):  You 
will  receive  the  deluxe  hand-signed,  hardbound  edition  of  the 
May  auction  catalogue  (cover  price  $100),  and  the  144-page 
fully  illustrated  biography,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of 
Coins,  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  (cover  price  $50).  A  value 
of  $  1 50  for  just  $99  (plus  $  1 0  shipping  and  handling  to  U.S. 
addresses,  $25  elsewhere). 


For  non-subscribers  only:  Order  a  complete  package  which 
includes  a  softbound  working  copy  of  the  auction  catalogue 
(cover  price  $40),  the  deluxe  hand-signed,  hardbound  auction 
edition  (cover  price  $100),  and  the  144-page  fully  illustrated 
biography  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  written  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  (cover  price  $50).  A  value  of  $190  for  just  $125  (plus 
$  1 5  shipping  and  handling  to  U.S.  addresses,  $60  elsewhere — 
includes  softbound  catalogue  to  foreign  addresses  by  air). 
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UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  COINS 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  first  regular  issue  of  the 

series .  975 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  63 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  280 
1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 985 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  Proof  like.  Brilliant.  79 

1878-S  to  1  882- S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of 

seven  pieces.  AU  to  MS-63,  representing  the 
first  seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
ina  custom  plastic  display  holder.  The  five 
coins  dated  1878-S  through  1882-S  average 
MS-62;  and  the  two  coins  dated  1883-S  and 
1884-S  are  AU-50  to  AU-53.  Ask  for  “Early 
San  Francisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set”  when  order¬ 
ing . 435 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,045 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  beautiful  gem!  Although  1 878-CC  is  not  a 
great  rarity,  really  choice  MS-65  examples  such 

as  this  are  quite  hard  for  us  to  find . 1 ,045 

1878-CC  MS-64 . 195 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 195 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 90 

1878-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1878-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 87 

1878-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 84 

1878-S  MS-65 . 280 

1878-S  MS-64  DMPL.  (NGC) . 315 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1878- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1879  MS-65.  Brilliant . 860 

1879  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1879  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1879- 0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice!  ...435 

1879-0  MS-63 . 160 

1879-0  MS-62 . 76 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1879-S  MS-65 . 133 

1879-S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...  133 

1879-S  MS-64  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 56 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1879- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 27 

1880  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find  at  this 

grade  level.  A  beauty! . 975 

1880  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant,  sharp  and  frosty.  Whenever  we  see  a  sharply 
struck  gem  such  as  this,  we  buy  it!  . 615 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  189 

1880-CC  VAM-5.  Rarity-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC. 
MS-65  (NGC) . 750 


1880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (PCGS) . 750 

1880-CC  MS-65.  Always  in  demand . 650 

1880-CC  MS-64 . 265 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 170 

1 880-CC  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 1 54 

1880-0  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,675 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,675 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 285 

1880-S  MS-65  Proof  like.  Brilliant . 143 

1880-S  MS-65  Prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  143 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 127 

1880-S  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1880-S  MS-64  Proof  like  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...56 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1880- S  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  an  arc  of  iridescent 
toning  around  part  of  the  obverse  border.  ...23 

1881  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning . 255 


1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195 

1881-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1881-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2KS 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 127 


1881-S  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant.  Many,  many 
Morgan  dollars  have  been  added  to  our  stock  re¬ 
cently.  Use  this  issue  to  add  to  your  collection. 
You’ll  get  quality  and  value  combined.  Guaran¬ 


teed!  . 1  1 2 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 63 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  set.  Buy  a  really  nice 
one  for  only . 34 

1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1882- CC  MS-65 . 280 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 100 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 77 

1882-CC  MS-63.  GSA  holder.  Brilliant . 77 

1882-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 69 

1882-0  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  Find  at  this 

level . 910 

1882-0  MS-64 . 63 

1882-0  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Medium  golden 

toning . 63 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 
curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant.  ..  1,250 

1882-S  MS-65 . 130 

1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1883  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 215 


▲  Tons  (literally!)  of  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars  stored  in  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  vaults  in  Washington,  DC,  as  photographed  in  1 904.  Each  cloth  bag  contains 
1,000  coins.  In  addition  to  Morgan  dollars,  there  are  several  bags  of  1900-datcd 
Lafayette  commemorative  silver  dollars  (these  being  the  bags  projecting  out  from 
the  back  wall  and  seen  on  the  floor  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  bottom  center). 
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1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1883-CC  MS-63.  In  G.S.A.  holder.  Brilliant.  .70 

1883-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 63 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1883-0  VAM-3.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  golden  toning . 30 

1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

rare . 650 

1883-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 

Brilliant . 509 

1884  MS-65.  Brilliant . 265 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1884  VAM-3.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Curious 
variety  with  raised  dot  near  Morgan’s  initial  M 
on  both  obverse  and  reverse;  the  meaning  of  this 
“sign  is  not  known  to  numismatists  today. 
Both  dots  are  very  bold  on  this  specimen.  1 59 


1884  MS-63 . 35 

1884-CC  MS-65 . 225 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 91 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1884-CC  MS-63  in  original  G.S.A.  holder.  Bril¬ 
liant . 68 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 127 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  ll  send  you  a  really 
nice  one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought. 

Each: .  33 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1884- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 210 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1885  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Gold  toning.  ..53 

1885  MS-63 . 35 

1885- CC  MS-65.  A  frosty  gem!  . 525 

1885-CC  MS-64 . 265 

1885-CC  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 275 

1885-CC  MS-63 . 245 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 239 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1885-0  MS-65 . 127 

1885-0  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 63 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1885-S  MS-64  PL.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 560 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1885-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 175 

1885- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 126 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 

1886  MS-64 . 49 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1886- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 850 


1886-0  AU-55 . 84 

1886-0  AU-50 . 63 

1886-S  MS-64.  Scarce  so  fine.  Brilliant . 615 

1886- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 160 

1887  MS-65 . 127 

1887  MS-64 . 49 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1887- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1887-S  MS-63-  Brilliant . 154 

1887- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 81 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 205 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1888- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 499 

1888-0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 399 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1888-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 615 

1888-S  AU-55 . 77 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 405 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Mint  State  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well 
struck,  too.  The  rarest  of  all  Carson  City  Morgan 
dollars.  First  order  gets  it  for  only .  10,950 


Key  1889-CC  Dollar 


1889-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  The  key 
Carson  City  silver  dollar  in  the  Morgan  se¬ 


ries . 2,950 

1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 630 

1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1889-S  MS-64.  Attractive  golden  toning  on  the 

peripheries.  Brilliant . 355 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  AU-58 . 84 


1890  MS-64 . 195 

1890  MS-63 . 37 


Memorable  Gem  1 890-CC 


1890-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
delicate  golden  toning  around  the  border.  One 


of  the  nicest  examples  we’ve  ever  seen!  ...3,750 

1890-CC  MS-63 . 420 

1890-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 230 

1890-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1890-0  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 140 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 42 

1890-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 819 

1890-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,295 

1890-S  MS-64 . 185 

1890-S  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS) . 525 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 62 

1890-S  MS-62  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-62 . 44 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 44 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 44 

1890- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 39 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 750 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 58 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS) . 58 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  issue . 665 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 140 

1891-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 840 

1891-S  MS-63 . 70 

1891- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 46 

1 892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  issues  of  the  era . 685 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 309 

1892- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 935 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 530 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce.  .530 

1892-CC  AU-58  (PCI) . 275 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 595 

1892-0  MS-62 . Hi 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  key  issue . 1,550 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity.  1,550 
1892-S  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly.  . 950 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 849 
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UNTIL  1908  the  Philadelphia  Mint  paid  out  unsold 
Proof  gold  coins  across  the  counter  for  face  value.  Beginning 
in  1908,  unsold  pieces  were  destroyed.  ( The  Numismatist, 
May-June  1910,  p.  147) 

4  4  4 

THERE  ARE  4,000  SPECIES  of  mammals,  of  which 
900  species  are  bats.  There  are  about  950,000  species  of 
insects  (are  any  of  these  endangered?  they  don’t  make  the 
news).  (Adapted  from  Richard 
Russell’s  Dow  Theory  Letters) 

it  &  It 

ERIC  VON  KLINGER, 

whose  writing  we  admire,  wrote 
this  the  other  day  after  seeing  the 
picture  of  newborn  John  David 
Bowers  in  our  most  recent  Rare 
Coin  Review.  “Congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  your  grandson,  John 
David.  He  chose  a  fine  day  to  come 
out;  I  did  the  same  in  1946.  To¬ 
gether  we  share  the  birthday  with 
comedian  Chevy  Chase.’’ 

it  it  it 

RARE  COINS  GET  EVEN 
RARER:  “A  drive  to  put  $20,000 
or  more  in  scarce  paper  money  and 
coin  into  circulation  in  the  Baltimore  area  before  and  during 
the  6th  Annual  Fall  Washington-Baltimore  Coin  Show 
December  8-10  has  been  mounted  by  the  sponsors...”  ( Nu¬ 
mismatic  News,  November  28,  1995) 

it  it  it 

COMMEMORATIVE  TIDBIT:  A  nice  note  came  in 
the  mail  the  other  day  from  John  Deecken,  designer  of  the 
highly-acclaimed  1992  Olympic  commemorative  dollar. 
“Thanks  for  helping  steer  the  numismatic  world  in  a  positive 
direction!’’ 

it  it  It 

FROM  A  RECENT  ISSUE  of  Fortune  magazine:  “So 
you  want  to  be  rich?  You  decide  how  much  is  enough.  I  hen 
we  will  help  you  attain  your  goals  through  this  special 
issue.”  Editorial  comment:  Sounds  good  to  us,  all  for  the 
price  of  a  magazine  with  a  $4.95  newsstand  price.  1  think  I  11 
try  to  give  Bill  Gates  or  Warren  Buffett  some  competition 


as  soon  as  I  read  this  “special  issue.” 

1  it  4 

CLIFF  MISHLER,  in  a  recent  issue  of  Nu¬ 
mismatic  News,  wrote  an  illustrated  article  which 
included  mention  of  “chocolate  coins.”  Now, 
we  await  Cliff  or  someone  else  writing  the  Stan¬ 
dard  Catalogue  of  Chocolate  Coins.  While  most 
coins  in  your  collection  can  be  spent,  if  desired, 
these  can  be  eaten. 

t  1  ft 

WHO  THE  MOST  POPULAR  presidential 
candidate  is  will  not  be  known  until  the  Novem¬ 
ber  election.  However,  it’s  easy  to  find  out  which 
past  presidents  were  most  popular  and  most  un¬ 
popular.  We’ve  discovered  a  new  method.  The 
1990  Mint  Report  gives  production  figures  of 
miniature  presidential  medals  made  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  these  quantities  being  a  reflection  of  demand:  The  winner 
was  Abraham  Lincoln  with  46,551  medals,  followed  by  George 
Washington  with  30,234  (plus  an  additional  2,175  struck  at 
Denver),  then  John  F.  Kennedy  at  29,58 1  (plus  2, 1 87  at  Denver), 
Ronald  Reagan  (currently  in  office  at  the  time)  22,965,  then 
Thomas  Jefferson  with  22,54 1 ,  Theodore  Roosevelt  with  1 3,499 
(plus  564  at  Denver),  and  Dwight  Eisenhower  at  13,075.  In  the 
cellar  was  Andrew  Jackson  with  just  400  medals  (we  would  have 

thought  Jackson  to  be  more  popular 
than  this),  then  Ulysses  S.  Grant  with 
475,  Martin  Van  Buren  with  566, 
and  Zachary  Taylor  and  James 
Buchanan  each  with  575.  (Caveat: 
We  suppose  that  if,  for  example,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  Mint 
had  on  hand  3,000  unsold  Jackson 
medals  and  had  need  in  1990  for 
3,400  medals,  just  400  more  would 
have  been  struck,  etc.) 

4  4  4 

WE  RECEIVED  A  NICE 
NOTE  from  Dr.  George  Fuld  con¬ 
cerning  our  November  sale  of  the 
Fred  and  Ward  Collections.  First  of 
all,  George  noted  that  it  was  “a  nice 
sale!!”  then  went  on  to  say  that  Lot 
3058,  described  as  the  discovery  specimen  of  a  variety  with  die 
breaks  through  the  date,  was  in  fact  not  the  discover}'  specimen, 
as  he  had  identified  one  in  1959;  his  coin  had  been  photo¬ 
graphed  by  Bob  Vlack,  and  in  1 968  it  was  sold  as  part  of  his  set 
of  Washington  Draped  Bust  varieties  to  Richard  Picker.  (Point 
of  information  here.) 

it  it  4 

A  HEADLINE  FROM  THE  1850s  about  Commodore 
Matthew  C.  Perry?  “Perry  1  l  ies  to  Smooth  U.S. -Japan  Rela¬ 
tions.”  No,  the  headline  was  in  the  November  2,  1995,  issue  of 
USA  Today  and  had  to  do  with  current  Defense  Secretary 
William  Perry  apologizing  to  Japan  for  a  recent  alleged  incident 
involving  military  troops  on  Okinawa.  Strange  coincidence! 

4  4  4 

CHET  KRAUSE,  who  founded  Numismatic  News  in  1952 
and  who  until  recently  headed  the  giant  (360+  employees) 
Krause  Publications  empire  in  Iola,  WI,  recently  retired  and  was 
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feted  by  his  fellow  workers.  We  hope  to  still  see  Chet  at  occasional  visits 
to  conventions  and  return  visits  to  Wolfeboro  (he  stopped  by  last  year 
and  we  had  a  nice  dinner  together).  Chet  has  done  much  for  the  coin 
collecting  community  and  richly  deserves  any  rewards  that  have 
accrued  over  the  years.  It  was  nice  to  see  Chet  in  person  at  our  recent 
auction  sale  where  he  was  the  successful  bidder  for  the  1961  Assay 
Commission  medal  from  the  Rogers  M.  Fred,  Jr.,  Collection.  Chet  was 
a  member  of  that  long-ago  Commission,  but  had  lost  his  medal  in  the 
meantime.  Now  he  has  a  replacement.  We  introduced  Chet  to  our 
bidding  audience,  to  a  round  of  hearty  applause. 

1 1  It  It 

WE  ENJOY  COLLECTING  interesting  typographical  errors  we 
see  here  and  there  in  print,  quite  possibly  because  we  ve  had  our  own 
share  of  them(!).  Anyway,  we  recently  saw  a  brochure  offering  this 
music  recording:  Music  Box  Waltzes  and  Poplar  Tunes.  We  thought  it 
was  about  time  that  poplars  had  their  due,  inasmuch  as  other  kinds  of 
trees  have  already  been  recognized  by  such  songs  as  Maple  Leaf  Rag, 
Don  t  Sit  Under  the  Apple  Tree  (With  Any¬ 
body  Else  But  Me),  Down  Among  the  Shelter¬ 
ing  Palms,  etc. 

It  It  It 

WOW!  WHAT  A  RARITY!  Reader 
K.M.  O’Brien  sent  in  a  clipping  from  the 
Kennewick  (state  of  Washington)  Herald, 

October  16,  1995,  which  read  as  follows: 

“Lampson  Stadium  Dedication  Tonight: 

The  [newstadium]  will  be  dedicated  at  half¬ 
time  during  the  Kennewick-Kamiakin  foot¬ 
ball  game  which  begins  at  7:30.  A  1917 
silver  dollar,  donated  by  American  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  and  commemorating  the  year 
Lampson  was  born,  will  be  used  for  the  coin 
toss....’’ 

It  It  It 

YOU’VE  GOTTA  REALLY  LIKE 
THE  STUFF:  From  “Sonny’s  One  in  a 
Million  Fun  Facts!’’  printed  on  the  back  of 
a  box  of  General  Mills’  Cocoa  Puffs  breakfast  cereal:  “Eating  a  million 
bowls  of  Cocoa  Puffs  sounds  great,  doesn’t  it?  The  only  problem  is  that 
it  would  take  you  about  1 0  years!!’  Not  so  fast!  Assuming  that  there  are 
at  least  3,652  days  in  a  10-year  period,  by  our  calculations  this  works 
out  to  over  273  bowls  of  Cocoa  Puffs  per  day. 

It  It  It 

WHEN  YOUR  EDITOR  was  a  kid:  I  saw  a  P-38  fighter  plane 
parked  at  the  Avoca  Airport  near  Scranton,  PA.  This  was  in  the  late 
1 940s.  It  seemed  that  someone  had  flown  it  there  and  left  it,  and  it  was 
for  sale  for  a  few  hundred  dollars  with  no  takers.  We  were  reminded  of 
this  by  a  recent  article  in  Smithsonian  by  James  R.  Chiles,  who  was 
commenting  on  the  surplus  equipment  sold  after  World  War  II 
including  6,000  ocean-going  vessels,  125,000  trucks,  17,000  homing 
pigeons  (free  for  the  taking),  B-29  Superfortresses  offered  for  $350 
each  (they  cost  $509,465  to  build),  and  Lockheed  P-38  fighters  for 
$150. 

&  It  It 

A  NICE  NOTE  CAME  IN  THE  MAIL  the  other  day  from  George 
Hatie,  past  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  a 
gentleman  whose  collection  we  auctioned  a  few  years  ago.  George  is  a 
spry  and  healthy  85  and  still  has  many  clients  in  his  Detroit  law 


practice.  George  still  keeps  his  hand  in  ANA  matters  and  is  its  legal 
counsel,  a  darned  good  one,  too. 

It  It  It 

OUR  GOVERNMENT  IN  ACTION  (Update):  It  is  forbid¬ 
den — actually  a  crime — to  “sell  the  medal  of  Honor’’  or,  for  that 
matter,  any  other  military  awards,  decorations,  service  medals,  etc.” 
according  to  a  recent  article  by  Burnett  Anderson  in  Numismatic  News. 
Apparently  the  government  has  solved  all  other  problems  concerning 
health,  crime,  etc.  and  now  has  to  worry  about  who  is  collecting  medals. 
The  result  of  all  of  this  is  that  American  medals,  including  those  of  the 
late  Admiral  Richard  E.  Byrd,  are  moving  to  overseas  auctions. 

It  It  It 

RECORD  HIGH  stock  market,  record  low  dividend  yield.  “Check 
it  out.  The  dividend  on  the  Dow  is  currently  $1 17.33.  That  means  that 
[it  is]  at  an  historic  low  of  2.32%.  Furthermore,  the  Dow  is  selling  at 
43.2  times  dividends,  a  multiple  never  seen  before  (in  the  past  the 
‘danger  level’  was  put  at  around  30  times  dividends).”  ( Richard  Russell’s 

Dow  Theory  Letters,  December  6,  1995). 

It  It  It 

A  NICE  POSTCARD  arrived  the 
other  day  from  Wayne  and  Louise  G.  of 
Wolfeboro,  who  were  visiting  Colorado 
Springs  and  stopped  in  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Headquarters 
building.  The  postcard  shows  the  im¬ 
pressive  structure  and  brought  back 
memories  of  the  many  times  we  have 
crossed  the  threshold  there. 

It  It  It 

A  PEEK  AT  THE  FUTURE:  We  get 

some  mighty  unusual  things  here  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena,  and  sometimes  we  think 
we’d  do  well  auctioning  things  other  than 
coins.  While  we  plan  to  stay  with  coins,  it 
is  enjoyable  now  and  then  to  take  a  side 
path.  Our  four-part  sale  of  the  Armand 
Champa  Library  was  a  wonderful  experi¬ 
ence  never  to  be  repeated.  Working  with  Armand  is  always  enjoyable 
(we  sold  his  coin  collection  back  in  72),  and,  of  course,  we  like  books 
a  lot.  Now,  coming  up  in  the  future,  in  our  March  sale  in  Baltimore, 
is  a  dandy  collection  of  gold  ores  and  specimens  consigned  to  us  by  a 
numismatist  who  prefers  anonymity,  but  whose  collection  of  gold 
coins  we’ve  been  selling  over  a  period  of  several  years  and  is  awesome  in 
its  total  value.  This  particular  cabinet  of  gold  specimens  was  assembled 
in  the  1940s  and  1950s.  Lacking  sufficient  expertise  to  describe  these 
beautiful  pieces  as  they  deserve  to  be,  we  called  upon  our  friend  Bill 
Metropolis  (he  of  Harvard  University  museum  fame),  who  consented 
to  be  our  “guest  cataloguer.”  The  offering  is  a  memorable  one.  Watch 
for  it! 

It  It  It 

NEW  OXYMORON  DISCOVERED?  This  item  is  from  a  Wall 
Streetjoumal  article, italicsadded byyour editor:  “Mallinkrodt. .  .recently 
changed  from  acommodities-oriented  concern  to  a  diversified  specialty 
company.” 

It  It  It 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  W.S.,  who  just  wrote  about  getting 
the  last  coin  in  his  set  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars,  which  was  an 
1 893-CC.  Took  two  years  to  do  it,  buying  coins  on  a  planned  budget. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVED  COINS 


1893  AU-55 . 223 


1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,793 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,793 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,475 

1 1893-CC  AU-50.  Rare  issue . 840 

1893-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Rare . 840 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 665 


Classic  1893-S  Rarity 


1893-S  EF-40.  An  exceptionally  nice  high-grade 
circulated  specimen  of  the  classic  mintmark 


rarity  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series . 3,650 

1893-S  F-12.  Attractively  toned . 950 

1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 


1 894  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck . 930 

1894  AU-53.  Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  variety. 630 
1 894  AU-50.  One  of  thy  most  desirable  of  all  issues 
in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre 


remain . 595 

1894-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 765 

1894-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 280 

1894-0  AU-50 . 154 

1894-S  MS-62.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  Quality!  509 

1894-S  AU-55 . 245 

1894- S  AU-53 . 225 

1895- 0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue . 840 

1895-0  EF-40 . 210 

1895-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 210 

1895-0  VF-30 . 155 

1895-0  VF-20 . 145 


Gem  1895-S  Dollar! 


1 895-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  A  beautiful  gem  speci¬ 
men,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  in 
recent  years.  The  1895-S  nearly  always  has 
heavy  bagmarks.  This  coin  is  a  pleasing  excep¬ 
tion  and  will  be  a  showpiece  in  any  advanced 
Morgan  dollar  collection.  Telephone  to  reserve 


it  for  only:  . 5,600 

I  he  two  most  egregious  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  se¬ 
ries  from  the  standpoint  of  typically  being  hagmarked  are 
the  1893-CC  and  the  1895-S. 

1895-S  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Needle-sharp  strike.  The 
reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would  be  MS-63  or 
finer.  Highly  important  date.  We  wish  we  had 
bought  a  dozen,  but  we  only  have  one  for  1 ,695 


1895-S  EF-40 . 425 

1895-S  F-12 . 155 

1896  MS-65 . 173 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 20 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more  frost, 
lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen.  An  excep¬ 
tional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  .2,150 
1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 


ing . 765 

1896-0  AU-55.  Some  lustre  still  remains . 168 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1896- S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  issues  in  the  series,  a  classic . 1 ,495 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1897- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 

scarce  at  this  level . 1 ,565 

1 897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  Mint 

State . 499 

1897-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  A  nice 

coin  for  the  grade . 499 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 189 

1897-0  AU-55 . 140 

1897-0  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 98 

1897-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  popular  San  Francisco  issue . 499 

1897-S  MS-64 . 88 

1897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1897- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-63 . 37 

1898  AU-50 . 16 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 


Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that 
at  one  time  the  1898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  uni¬ 
verse  of  Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 


1898-0  MS-64 . 53 

1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255 

1898-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 154 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 650 


The  1899  has  always  been  a  highly  desired  date.  Some 
controversy  arose  in  numismatic  circles  concerning  this  is¬ 
sue,  an  interesting  circumstance  related  in  the  book,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia. 


1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 8] 

1899-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 

1 899-0  MS-64 . 53 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1899-0  AU-50 . 17 

1899-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1899- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1900  MS-65.  B  rilliant . 210 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1900- O/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1 ,325 


The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coinage  operations  in 
1893,  but  it  was  not  known  if  they  would  resume  (earlier,  in 
1885,  when  there  was  a  cessation,  the  mint  reopened  later  in 
1889).  Accordingly,  reverse  dies  (which  were  undated  and 
could  be  used  at  any  time)  were  retained.  By  1900,  it  was 
realized  that  coinage  would  not  recommence,  and  at  least  six 
CC  dies  were  sent  back  to  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  branch  mints,  were  prepared),  overstamped 
with  O  mintmarks,  and  shipped  to  New  Orleans  for  use. 
Hence,  the  curious  1900-O/CC  overmintmark. 

1900-O/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in 
this  high  grade.  We  recently  bought  a  small 
group  (three  pieces),  all  selected  gems,  and  can 


offer  you  one  for: . 1 ,325 

1900-O/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1900-O/CC.  MS-63 . 350 

1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims . 699 

1900-0  MS-65 . 133 

1900-0  MS-64 . 53 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 320 


Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 


1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Of  ex¬ 
ceptional  importance  as  a  date.  A  Mint  State 
coin  in  comparable  grade  would  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more!  An  ideal  opportunity 
to  acquire  this  exceedingly  elusive  (in  high 

grades)  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 4,750 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An  end- 
run,  so  to  speak,  for  the  buyer  seeking  a  high 
level  1901 . 1,895 

Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  Si 
1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  10  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
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VARIETY 


MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 


ends  right  here . 4,325 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  A  brilliant  and 

frosty  coin,  well  struck . 1,995 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 560 

1901  AU-53 . 315 

1901 AU-50  (PCGS) . 280 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1901-0  MS-64 . 53 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1901-0  EF-45 . 14 

1901-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Popular  rarity.  . 840 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 469 

1901-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popular  issue 

and  somewhat  on  the  scarce  side . 320 

1901- S  AU-58 . 189 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 609 

1902  MS-64 . 109 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS) . 475 

1902-0  MS-65 . 140 

1902-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 560 

1902-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 189 

1902-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 175 

1902- S  AU-58 . 140 

1903  MS-65 . 230 

1903  MS-64 . 63 

1903  MS-63  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 185 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1903  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1903- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1903-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 325 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1904-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 


Key  date . 2,950 

1904-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rarer  issues 

in  the  series . 1 ,250 

1904-S  AU-50 . 595 

1904-S  EF-40.  Rare  issue . 199 

1921  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1921  MS-65. Brilliant . 140 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant . 31 


1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant . 19 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 


Morgan  Si  Ivor  Hollars 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you 
build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

84 

205 

975 

1878  7/8  TF 

280 

1878  7  TF 

119 

985 

1878-CC 

105 

195 

1045 

1878-S 

37 

56 

280 

1879 

37 

105 

860 

1879-0 

160 

1879-S 

133 

1880 

38 

94 

975 

1880-CC 

189 

265 

650 

1880-0 

375 

1675 

1880-S 

34 

127 

1881-CC 

205 

259 

420 

1881-S 

49 

127 

1882 

515 

1882-CC 

100 

280 

1882-0 

910 

1882-S 

130 

1883 

140 

1883-CC 

70 

98 

215 

1883-0 

55 

133 

1884 

35 

56 

265 

1884-CC 

68 

91 

225 

1884-0 

33 

49 

127 

1885 

53 

133 

1885-CC 

245 

265 

525 

1885-0 

33 

49 

127 

1885-S 

175 

420 

1886 

49 

130 

1886-S 

615 

1887 

49 

127 

1 887-0 

100 

345 

1 887- S 

575 

1888 

205 

1888-0 

38 

499 

1888-S 

239 

615 

1889 

405 

1 889-0 

215 

630 

1889-S 

189 

355 

1890 

195 

1890-CC 

420 

3750 

1890-0 

70 

210 

1890-S 

62 

185 

819 

1891 

140 

750 

1891-CC 

315 

665 

1891-0 

840 

1892 

309 

1892-CC 

935 

1892-0 

225 

595 

1893 

1425 

1894-0 

3075 

1894-S 

885 

1896 

175 

1897-S 

56 

499 

1898 

37 

239 

1898-0 

39 

53 

130 

1898-S 

255 

1899 

105 

185 

650 

1899-0 

35 

53 

130 

1899-S 

245 

475 

1900 

53 

210 

1900-0 

35 

53 

133 

1900-O/CC 

350 

475 

1325 

1901-0 

53 

225 

1902 

609 

1902-0 

140 

1902-S 

560 

1903 

45 

230 

1903-0 

369 

1904 

515 

1904-0 

34 

49 

133 

1904-S 

2950 

1921  Morgan 

140 

1921-D 

34 

309 

1921-S 

126 

Impressed 


“I  was  very  impressed  with  two  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  my  father  ordered  from  you. 
In  fact,  I  was  so  impressed  1  decided  to 
order  an  1881  Morgan  dollar  from  you 
for  myself. 

“If  you  have  more  than  one  of  these  I 
would  prefer  the  nicer  one,  but  if  they  all 
are  spectacular,  I  would  prefer  an  NGC 
coin.  I  hope  to  be  very  impressed  with  this 


coin. 


“My  father  and  I  have  been  reading 
Dave  Bowers’  Encyclopedia  about  silver 
and  trade  dollars,  and  we  like  it  a  lot.  1  hope 
to  deal  with  you  again. 

“Sincerely,” 

— J-T.L. 
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lYinc  llnllarx 

Basic  information:  Peace  dollars,  minted  1921 
to  1935,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  especially  if  in  carefully  selected  grades 


of  MS-63  to  MS-65. 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1921  Peace.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 98 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful 
in  its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  rarity 
and  desirability.  . 49,500 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition  R. 
W.  Julian  reports  that  35.401  business  strike  1922  High  Relief 
dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not  re¬ 
leased.  One  worn  example  is  known  and  may  be  from  the 
business  strike  production. 


A  Remarkable  Guarantee 

First,  the  guarantee:  If  you  spend  $95  as 
we  suggest  below,  and  you  are  not  1 00% 
delighted,  just  let  us  know  within  two 
months,  and  all  the  publications  you’ve 
received  to  date  are  yours  FREE,  and  a 
FULL  REFUND  will  be  given  of  your 
subscription  price. 

Details: 

For  just  $95  (to  U.S.  addresses)  charged 
to  your  credit  card,  or  your  personal  check 
for  this  amount,  you  can  subscribe  to  all  of 
our  1996  periodicals  and  regular  edition 
(softbound)  auction  catalogues.  For  this 
small  amount  you  get  publications  that  cost 
us  over  $200  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you! 

Many  great  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  are  in  the 
works,  and  our  1 996  auction  season  will  be 
spangled  with  some  of  the  finest  sales  ever. 

Subscribe  today.  The  easiest  way  is  to 
call  1-800-222-5993  and  charge  it  to  your 
credit  card. 

And,  our  remarkable  guarantee  is  yours 
if  you  want  to  use  it  (but,  we  would  be 
surprised  if  you  did). 


1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ... 

1922  MS-63 . 

1922  MS-60.  Brilliant.  ... 
1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant. 


1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1922-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Not  often  encountered 

at  this  high  grade  level . 1,995 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 320 

1922- S  MS-62 . ""Z..29 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 18 

1923  MS-61.  Brilliant . 17 

1923- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,795 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 369 

1923- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 17 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central 

devices . 465 

1924- S  MS-61 . 160 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 665 

1925-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 

1925- S  AUTO . 29 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 765 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 

1926-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 34 

1926-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,050 

1926-S  MS-64 . 195 

1926-S  MS-62 . 42 


1926-S  MS-61.  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  37 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,750 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1927-D  MS-61 . 140 


1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 


been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre 
and  quality.  II  you  arc  seeking  a  specimen  of  this 
rare  date,  we  know  you  1!  be  delighted!  A  spar¬ 


kling  beauty.  Only  a  few  left  for,  each: . 140 

1927-D  AU-50  (PCGS) . 76 

1 927- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 819 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1927- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 63 

MS-65  1928  ftace  Dollar 

1928  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2.650 

1928  MS-63.  Brill  iant  and  lustrous,  with  the  sat¬ 
iny  surface  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest 

mintage  regular  issue  in  the  series . 315 

1928  AU-50 . 154 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,295 

1928-S  MS-63.  Scarcer  than  the  market  realizes, 
in  our  opinion . 350 

1928-S  AU-53 . 42 

1928-S  AU-50 . 39 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,365 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 87 

1934  MS-62  (NGC) . 87 

1934-D  MS-63 . 205 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 87 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  specimen 
of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  your 


collection . 3,695 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  series. . .  1 ,725 
1934-S  MS-60 . 1,225 

1934- S  AUTO.  Attractive . 420 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 42 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,065 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1935-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 126 

1935-S  Three  Rays  above  eagles  tail.  AUTO.  Bril¬ 
liant . 68 


t—  TO  ORDER 
CALI  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  ior  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

230 

480 

1922 

50 

165 

1922-D 

34 

60 

560 

1922-S 

46 

320 

1995 

1923 

26 

50 

1923-D 

1795 

1923-S 

369 

1924 

189 

1924-S 

465 

1925-S 

119 

665 

1926 

450 

1926-D 

230 

765 

1926-S 

195 

1050 

1927 

98 

335 

2750 

1927-D 

230 

699 

1927-S 

819 

1928 

315 

599 

2650 

1928-S 

350 

1295 

1934 

245 

1365 

1934-D 

675 

1935 

175 

795 

1935-S 

1065 

Trade  hollars 

Basic  information:  Trade  dollars,  minted  for  cir¬ 
culation  from  1873-1878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish 
after  that,  are  a  very  attractive  series  offering  many 
purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of  this  series  is 
ably  and  interestingly  chronicled  in  The  United 
States  Trade  Dollar  (John  M.  Willem)  now  out  ol 
print.  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia ,  contains  detailed  studies  on  each  date  and 
mintmark  issue  of  trade  dollars  coupled  together 
with  much  historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of 
the  business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873 
through  1 878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from 
1873  to  1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins, 
heavier  than  a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impressive 
display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1 873-1 876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIB¬ 
ERTY  point  toward  the  left. 


Type  11  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends  below 
LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under  eagles  claw. 
Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under  eagles 


claw. 

1874-CC  AU-53  (PCI) . 395 

1874-CC  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 325 


Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly 
toned  specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a 
rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we 
have  seen  in  MS-64  in  the  past  10  years.  The 
trade  dollar  specialist  will  enjoy  owning  this 
one . 4,650 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
mintmarked  trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples 
were  rapidly  circulated  in  America  and,  especially,  in  the 
Orient. 

1874-S  Large  Mintmark 
1874-S  MS-63.  A  superb  coin,  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  Quality,  quality,  quality!  The  trade 
dollar  specialist  will  really  enjoy  owning  this 

one . 1,995 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  1.995 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S  mintmark.  625 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 
1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the  hard 
to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned  and 
very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one! . 2,295 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 995 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 425 

1875-CC  Type  I/II.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 425 


1875-S/CC  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Lightly 

toned.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 1 ,950 

1875-S/CC  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  of 
the  only  overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar  se¬ 
ries .  1 ,295 

Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 

Notable  1876-CC  Rarity 


1876-CC  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  In 
our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  business  strike 
trade  dollar  in  Mint  State  preservation.  .6,950 


Does  Anyone  Have  One ? 


Joe  Kirchgessner  recently  wrote: 

“Thanks  for  the  answer  to  my  letter  last 
month  regarding  business  strike  1876 II/II  trade 
dollars.  You  mentioned  in  your  letter  that  you 
hadn’t  seen  a  Mint  State  example  of  this  variety. 
Have  you  ever  seen  a  circulated  specimen? 

“I  also  wanted  to  share  with  you  a  ‘coup’  of 
sorts.  At  a  coin  show  recently,  I  acquired 
(cherrypicked  is  the  accurate  term)an  1 876-S 
II/II  Doubled  Die  Obverse  specimen.  Itgraded 
at  EF-40  so  it’s  in  pretty  good  shape.  As  far  as 


I’m  concerned,  this  is  the  best  ‘find’  so  far.  I 
know  that  there  have  only  been  a  few  reported 
so  I’ll  consider  myself  diligent  or  lucky  (or 
both).  This  is  what  it’s  all  about. 

“Hope  all  is  well  with  you.” 

Editor’s  reply:  I  cannot  immediately  lo¬ 
cate  a  record  of  a  business  strike  of  the  1 876 
Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  although  Proofs 
exist,  the  latter  presumably  having  been  struck 
late  in  the  1 876  year.  Do  any  readers  have  any 
ideas? 
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Gem  1876-S 


L 


IMTEII  STATES  SI U  hllt  lOIAS 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,795 


Superb  1876-S  Trade  Dollars 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  witji  light  gray  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  coin! . 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62 . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/I  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 195 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1 876-S  Type  I  I/I  I .  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Nicer 

than  some  Mint  State  coins  we’ve  seen . 485 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 


Trade  Dollar 

Here  is  another  letter from  Joe  Kirchgessner, 
a  client  and  frequent  correspondent: 

‘Dear  Q.  David: 

“Haven’t  said  ‘hello’  to  you  in  a  while 
and  thought  I’d  drop  you  a  quick  note.  As 
a  brief  update,  still  making  progress  on  my 
trade  dollar  collection  (variety  type  inclu¬ 
sive).  I’ve  attached  a  listing  for  you  illus¬ 
trating  the  current  collection.  I  also  thought 
I’d  share  with  you  some  brief  observations: 

“I  finally  got  a  good  example  of  an  1873- 
CC  and  an  1874.  Both  dates  were  surpris¬ 
ingly  tough.  Any  1873-CC  over  EF  grade 
doesn’t  come  up  very  often  at  all.  The  same 
is  true  for  1874  specimens. 

“1  have  almost  completed  all  the  Carson 
City  issues  with  the  exception  of  the  1  878- 
CC.  All  are  certified  at  least  AU-50  except 


lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  EF-40 . 165 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,495 


1877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 


higher  grades . 1,495 

1877  MS-62 . 695 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,550 

1877-S  AU-58 . 295 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Im¬ 
portant  and  beautiful.  Proof-only  issue.  3,350 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and 
gray  over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the 
latter  a  somewhat  scarce  characteristic  for 


this  issue .  1,350 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning. 
Last  year  of  business  strike  mintage . 1,050 


Commentary 

the  1876-CC  I/I.  This  one  has  been  really 
hard  to  find  in  good  quality.  In  fact,  I  found 
it  easier  to  find  a  1876-CC  Doubled  Die 
reverse  in  certifiable  quality  (maybe  I'm  just 
lucky).  Currently,  I  have  three  1876-CC 
Doubled  Die  reverses  (no,  I’m  not  hoard¬ 
ing,  just  haven’t  found  the  right  opportu¬ 
nity  to  barter  or  trade  them). 

“In  general,  the  toughest  ones  are  the 
ones  that  you  have  stated  in  your  Encyclo¬ 
pedia: 

“1873-CC,  1873-S,  1875  I/I,  1875-CC 
I/II,  1875-S/CC,  1876-CC  I/I,  1876-CC 
I/II,  1877-CC,  and  1878-CC. 

“1874-CCs  are  also  difficult  to  find  in 
Mint  State. 

“I  am  enjoying  the  challenge  of  complet¬ 
ing  my  collection.’ 


1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fhe  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant 


and  lustrous . 1 ,050 

1878-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1879  Proof-62.  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  very 
popular  Proof-only  issue . 1 ,795 


Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden 
mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever 
find  in  any  grade  of  this  popular  Proof-only 

date . 3,350 

1880  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  Proof-only 
date.  Always  in  demand . 1 ,350 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just  1,097 
were  struck . 6,495 


Last  Collectible  Trade  Dollar  (1883) 


1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rare  Proof-only  date;  the 
last  readily  collectible  issue  in  the  series.  Light 
golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  gem  that  will 

satisfy  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 3,395 

Only  979  coins  were  mimed  with  I’rool  finish,  and  there 
were  no  business  strikes.  This  stands  as  one  of  the  lowest  pro 
duction  figures  for  any  19th-century  American  silver  issue. 
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Oak  Island: 


Forty  miles  southwest  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  lies  the  site 
of  one  of  the  world's  costliest  and  most  mysterious  treasure 

hunts.  Oak  Island. 

The  diminutive  peanut¬ 
shaped  island  measures  nearly  a 
mile  in  length,  less  than  half  a 
mile  at  its  widest  expanse  with 
both  eastern  and  western  ends 
elevated  to  nearly  35  feet  above 
the  Atlantic  sea  level.  At  its  nar¬ 
rowest,  the  island  contracts  to 
less  than  1 ,200  feet  and  is  com¬ 
posed  of  over  150  feet  of  solid 
clay  covering  carboniferous 
limestone  and  anhydrite  bed¬ 
rock. 

The  enigma  surrounding  Oak  Island  began  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1795  when  teen-aged  Daniel  McGinnis  rowed  over 
to  the  island  (one  of  350  located  in  Mahone  Bay),  from  the 
mainland.  While  exploring  the  southeastern  end,  he  came 
upon  a  small  clearing  which  revealed  some  decomposed  tree 
stumps.  At  the  clearing’s  center  he  spied  a  massive,  ancient 
oak  with  one  of  its  huge  limbs  15  feet  up,  hand-severed  sev¬ 
eral  feet  from  the  trunk.  Allegedly,  McGinnis  noticed  an  old 
ship’s  block  and  tackle  dangling  from  the  scarred  limb  and 
directly  below,  he  observed  that  the 
ground  was  slightly  depressed.  Im¬ 
mediately,  young  McGinnis’  mind 
and  imagination  began  to  race!  Like 
most  Nova  Scotians,  he  was  famil¬ 
iar  with  tales  of  pirates  with  their 
swift  ships  plying  the  seas  up  and 
down  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  some¬ 
times  couching  their  stolen  treasures 
away  on  desolate  islands. 

Returning  home,  he  confided  his 
discovery  with  two  other  close 
friends,  John  Smith  and  Anthony 
Vaughan. 

The  following  day,  the  excited 
trio  returned  to  Oak  Island.  Armed 
with  shovels  and  pickaxes,  they  set 
out  to  investigate  what  Daniel 
McGinnis  had  innocently  stumbled 


upon  previously,  the  depressed,  circular  area 
beneath  the  huge  oak  tree.  With  the  first 
shovelful  of  dirt  removed,  the  now  20 1  -year- 
old  treasure  hunt  on  Oak  Island  had  begun! 

Several  feet  down,  the  young  explorers’ 
spades  encountered  a  layer  of  flagstones 
which  were  foreign  to  the  island’s  topogra¬ 
phy.  Clearing  away  the  flagstones,  they  soon 
found  themselves  digging  in  what  appeared 
to  be  a  refilled  shaft  some  13  feet  across.  As 
they  dug  deeper,  the  sides  of  the  shaft  began 
revealing  pick  marks  from  another  era,  pre¬ 
sumably  the  work  of  the  original  excavators. 
After  many  laborious  hours  spent  shoveling 
out  dirt,  the  youths  struck  a  layer  of  rotting, 
tightly  fitting  oak  logs  which  enveloped  the 
diameter  of  the  shaft,  the  ends  of  which  lay 
embedded  into  the  walls  of  clay  at  a  depth  of  10  feet.  Remov¬ 
ing  the  log  platform,  they  found  more  loosely  fitted  earth  which 
had  settled  two  feet.  Subsequent  digging  led  them  to  a  second 
oak  platform  at  the  20  foot  level  and  another  materialized  at  the 
30  foot  depth,  again  with  loosely  compacted  soil  between  lay¬ 
ers.  Realizing  the  project  would  entail  much  more  time  and  la¬ 
bor  than  originally  presumed,  it  was  decided  to  refill  the  “Money 
Pit"  (as  it  would  later  be  dubbed)  until  a  future  time  when  more 
help  and  finances  could  be  enlisted.  Tantalizing  clues  as  to  what 
might  lay  below  were  reluctantly  placed  on  hold. 

Not  until  the  spring  of  1 803  did  the  three  adventurers  (now 
in  their  20s)  resume  excavation  of  the  Money  Pit.  Forming  a 
consortium  financed  by  30  businessmen  who  provided  addi¬ 
tional  funds  and  equipment,  by  midsummer  the  shaft  was  ex¬ 
cavated  to  a  depth  of  90  feet.  Log  platlorms  continued  to  be 
struck  at  10  foot  intervals,  some  of  which  were  layered  with 
charcoal,  the  ship’s  putty,  and  fibrous  material  later  analyzed  as 
being  coconut  fiber.  Intriguingly,  the  nearest  coconut  trees  were 
1,500  miles  south  of  Oak  Island!  Also  discovered  were  a  stone 
carved  bosun’s  whistle  and  a  copper  coin  dated  1713  (it  has  been 
rumored  that  on  the  northern  side  of  the  island  near  Joudrey’s 
Cove  in  1965,  a  Spanish  maravedi  coin  dated  1598  was  found, 
although  its  authenticity  has  been  questioned). 

Just  prior  to  the  90  foot  level,  a  large  flat  stone  was  uncov¬ 
ered  with  an  unknown  inscription  engraved  upon  it  which  none 


A  201 -Year-Old  Riddle 

by  Sam  Lukes 
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OAK  ISLAM):  A  201  YTAIMILII  ItlltilLK 


of  the  excavators  could  decipher.  A  Halifax  University  professor  as¬ 
serted  that  he  deciphered  the  strange  code  to  mean:  “Forty  feet  below, 
two  million  pounds  are  buried.” 

Also  noticed  at  this  depth  was  that  the  heavy  clay  was  getting  moist 
and  mushy.  Three  more  feet  of  digging  re¬ 
vealed  increased  water  seepage.  With  nightfall 
fast  approaching,  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  was 
probed  with  a  crowbar  down  to  98  feet  where 
a  solid,  unyielding  object  was  encountered.  On 
that  note,  the  workers  called  it  a  day. 

Returning  to  resume  operations  in  the 
morning,  the  diggers  were  astonished  to  find 
the  Money  Pit  filled  with  water  to  a  depth  of 
60  feet!  Using  buckets  to  try  and  bail  the  wa¬ 
ter  out  proved  to  be  futile,  so  the  project  was 
abandoned  until  the  next  spring. 

Returning  in  1 804,  the  Onslow  Company, 
as  they  were  called,  spent  the  entire  summer  ex¬ 
hausting  themselves  along  with  their  remain¬ 
ing  finances  in  attempting  to  dry  out  the 
Money  Pit  area,  all  to  no  avail.  It  would  be 
some  45  years  later  before  another  organized 
attempt  would  be  made  to  try  and  extricate 
whatever  elusive  treasures,  if  any,  Oak  Island  was  concealing. 

In  1849  a  new  syndication  known  as  the  Truro  Company  was 
formed  and  picked  up  where  the  previous  Onslow  Company  had  left 
off.  Daniel  McGinnis  was  now  deceased,  but  his  two  friends  Smith  and 
Vaughn,  then  in  their  seventies,  led  the  new  company  to  the  site  of 
the  deteriorated  Money  Pit  where  the  original  shaft  was  re-excavated 
down  to  86  feet.  Once  again,  water  saturated  the  shaft,  and  efforts  to 
bail  it  out  were  useless. 

At  this  juncture,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  platform  over  the  shaft 
just  above  the  water  level  so  a  hand-operated  pod  auger  could  be  en¬ 
listed  for  drilling  and  bringing  up  core  samples  of  whatever  might  lie 
below  the  98-foot  level.  Samples  retrieved  from  the  auger  included  bits 
of  spruce  and  oak  wood,  quantities  of  more  coconut  fiber,  copper 
wiring  and  the  first  tangible  and  exciting  hint  of  possible  treasure,  three 
small,  heavy  links  of  gold  chain!  The  auger  also  rattled  some  loose  metal 
at  two  different  levels  which,  unfortunately,  it  failed  to  bring  up  to  the 
surface. 

The  following  summer,  the  Truro  Company  began  sinking  a  new 
shaft  about  10  feet  northwest  of  the 
Money  Pit.  It  was  intended  to  reach 
what  was  assumed  to  be  the  treasure 
cache  area  by  lateral  tunneling  near 
the  109  foot  level.  No  water  was  en¬ 
countered  at  that  depth  until  the 
workers  tunneled  towards  the  Money 
Pit  at  which  point,  suddenly,  “water 
burst  in  and  the  workmen  fled  for 
their  lives.  So  states  the  actual  record 
account.  What  was  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  obvious  was  that  some  architec¬ 
tural  genius  from  antiquity  had  engi¬ 
neered  a  diabolical  booby  trap  to 
thwart  the  efforts  of  anyone  trying  to 
extricate  whatever  was  deeply  buried 
in  Oak  Island’s  Money  Pit! 


It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  water  in  the  shafts  was  seawater 
and  that  the  level  of  the  water  would  rise  and  fall  in  accordance  with 
the  tides. 

A  worker  soon  discovered  a  small  stream  of  salt  water  gurgling  from 
the  bank  at  Smith’s  Cove  some  500  feet  east  of 
the  Money  Pit  at  low  tide.  An  extensive  search 
was  systematically  made  of  the  beach  which  led 
the  treasure  hunters  to  an  amazing  discovery — 
the  entire  beach  at  Smith’s  Cove  appeared  to 
be  artificially  constructed.  Shovels  began  to  fly 
at  low  tide  as  the  workers  uncovered  five  box 
drains  which  led  from  the  ocean  encompassing 
the  width  of  the  false  beach  and  sloping  down¬ 
ward  toward  the  shore,  subsequently  converg¬ 
ing  into  a  single  channel,  on-line  with  the 
Money  Pit.  Attempts  to  construct  a  coffer  dam 
to  prevent  the  seawater  from  invading  the 
Money  Pit  area  ultimately  failed  as  severe  win¬ 
ter  storms  and  extremely  high  tides  damaged 
and  washed  away  the  dam.  With  financial  re¬ 
sources  rapidly  dwindling,  along  with  other 
major  setbacks,  the  Truro  Company  ended  its 
operations  for  good. 

Not  much  exploration  was  done  on  Oak  Island  for  several  decades 
following  the  Truro  Company’s  attempts,  although  the  constant  pub¬ 
licity  surrounding  Oak  Island’s  mystique  spawned  new  companies. 
Most  of  the  exploration  being  conducted  had  to  do  with  trying  to  find 
ways  to  seal  off  or  divert  the  seawater  being  channeled  onto  the  island 
by  the  flood  tunnels. 

Innovative  technology  was  introduced  by  erecting  steam-driven 
pumps  in  an  attempt  to  drain  the  flood  waters  from  the  Money  Pit 
area.  Unfortunately,  one  of  the  boilers  burst  during  operations  in  the 
early  autumn  of  1861  whereby  a  worker  was  scalded  to  death.  The 
island  had  claimed  its  initial  fatality,  but  it  would  not  be  its  last. 

In  1893  a  consortium  called  the  Oak  Island  Treasure  Company  was 
formed  to  head  a  new  assault  on  the  island.  Efforts  were  being  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  Money  Pit  area  and  steam-powered  pumps  again  were 
employed  to  try  and  drain  the  flooded  shafts.  The  Money  Pit  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  drained  to  a  level  of  70  feet,  but  by  implementing  an  addi¬ 
tional  pump  in  the  adjacent  shaft,  water  in  the  Money  Pit  was  further 
reduced  to  97  feet.  During  one  of  these  pumping  operations,  an  un¬ 
fortunate  accident  occurred,  and  a 
hapless  worker  fell  to  his  death.  Oak 
Island’s  second  victim  had  been 
claimed. 

In  June  of  1 897  the  first  big  break 
seemed  to  materialize  for  the  weary 
treasure  hunters.  Excavation  had  pro¬ 
gressed  to  1 1 1  feet  in  the  Money  Pit 
when  a  horizontal  tunnel  measuring 
2-1/2  feet  wide  by  about  4  feet  in 
height  was  discovered.  The  elusive 
tunnel  which  originated  from 
Smith’s  Cove  and  had  provided  a 
conduit  for  the  ocean  waters  to  flood 
the  Money  Pit  shaft  had  finally  been 
found!  The  pressure  and  volume  of 
the  water  were  so  great  once  the 
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The  rock  with  the  strange  inscription  on  it  has  long  since 
disappeared  (it  was  discovered  back  in  1803),  hut  we 
shoiv  a  facsimile  of  what  it  allegedly  looked  like  (taken 
fi'otn  a  magazine  article  in  the  Smithsonian,  June  1 988). 
A  Halifax  University  professor  asserted  he  deciphered  the 
strange  code  to  mean:  “ Forty  feet  below,  two  million 
pounds  are  buried.  ” 
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mouth  ot  the  flood  tunnel  was  unleashed  that  operations  were  brought 
to  an  abrupt  halt. 

A  plan  was  soon  formulated  whereby  underground  charges  of  dy¬ 
namite,  placed  strategically  near  the  eastern  shoreline  at  Smith’s  Cove, 
would  be  used  to  blast  the  pesky  flood  system  out  of  existence  once 
and  for  all.  It  seemed  to  be  a  feasible  solution,  and  soon  the  charges 
were  detonated.  Water  initially  spewed  over  100  feet  into  the  air,  and 
it  was  related  that  water  in  the  Money  Pit  area  “boiled  and  foamed  for 
a  considerable  time.’  Regrettably,  water  soon  continued  rushing  into 
the  Money  Pit  unabated.  It  became  obvious  that  there  must  have  been 
more  than  one  flood  tunnel  which  existed,  another  chilling  tribute  to 
the  ingenuity  of  the  original  designers  of  the  Money  Pit! 

Though  somewhat  discouraged  by  the  negative  turn  of  events,  the 
company  decided  to  utilize  the  remainder  of  their  summer  drilling  for 
other  possible  clues. 

Subsequent  drill  samples  yielded  some  intriguing  results.  It  was 
ascertained  that  a  possible  man-made  underground  vault  had  been 
discovered  in  the  Money  Pit  at  a  depth  between  154  feet  to  161  feet. 
A  future  exploration  team  would 
later  bear  their  findings  out. 

One  drill  sample  also  brought 
up  from  the  murky  depths  in¬ 
cluded  a  tiny  fragment  of  sheep¬ 
skin  parchment  with  letters  ap¬ 
pearing  to  possibly  be  “vi,”  “ui”  or 
“wi"  written  with  a  quill  pen  using 
India  ink  (experts  who  analyzed 
and  confirmed  the  fragment  were 
from  Nova  Scotia’s  prestigious 
Pictou  Academy). 

By  1900,  the  Oak  Island  Trea¬ 
sure  Company  was  financially  in¬ 
solvent.  Seven  long  and  tedious 
years  of  digging  and  drilling  explo¬ 
ration  finally  came  to  an  end.  The 
Money  Pit  had  beaten  another  formidable  opponent. 

An  additional  group  of  treasure  hunters  was  formed  in  the  spring 
of  1909.  One  of  the  shareholders  involved  in  the  actual  field  opera¬ 
tions  later  on  that  summer  and  late  autumn  was  a  27-year-old  Ameri¬ 
can  law  clerk,  who  years  later,  would  distinguish  himself  in  politics. 
The  new  group  relied  mostly  on  underwater  exploration  using  div¬ 
ing  equipment,  but  efforts  were  fruitless,  and  their  funds  soon  ran 
out.  The  young  law  clerk  would  fare  much  better  as  one  of  our  great¬ 
est  American  presidents — Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt! 

Theories  as  to  what  may  be  buried  on  Oak  Island  and  who  was 
responsible  were  introduced  by  early  20th-century  treasure  seekers. 

Speculation  abounded  relating  to  Paleo-Indian  tribes,  Norsemen, 
European  explorers,  French  settlers,  Basque  immigrants,  etc.  Was 
there  an  Incan,  Mayan  or  Aztec  link  to  the  baffling  mystery?  Could 
the  conquering  Spaniards  or  bloodthirsty  buccaneers  have  buried 
untold  wealth  and  plunder  in  a  communal  vault  deep  within  the 
bowels  of  Oak  Island?  Could  the  tiny  fragment  of  vellum  parchment 
earlier  discovered  perhaps  have  been  from  the  original  writings  or 
manuscripts  of  William  Shakespeare  or  Francis  Bacon?  What  of  the 
strange  inscription  carved  upon  the  stone  found  within  the  Money 
Pit  in  1803? 

In  the  way  of  modern  technology,  electricity  had  come  to  the  is¬ 
land.  In  the  late  1  930s,  one  wealthy  New  Jersey  native  spent  several 


years  researching  and  drilling  for  additional  clues.  He  also  purchased 
an  electrically  operated  1,000-gallon  per-minute  turbine  pump  which 
drained  the  Money  Pit  shaft  within  a  few  hours  of  its  first  use.  There 
were  additional  finds  but  nothing  conclusive. 

One  of  the  more  independent  and  tragic  assaults  on  Oak  Island 
began  in  October  of  1959.  A  53-year-old  former  motorcycle  daredevil, 
his  wife  and  their  two  sons  began  residing  on  the  eastern  end  of  the 
island.  A  contract  had  been  signed  and  permission  granted  by  the 
island’s  owner  and  holder  of  the  treasure  trove  license,  and  soon  the 
family’s  hunt  for  buried  treasure  began. 

Nearly  six  years  later,  on  August  17,  1965,  tragedy  suddenly 
struck  without  warning.  While  checking  on  a  recently  constructed 
shaft  at  Smith’s  Cove,  the  father  was  somehow  overcome,  possibly 
by  carbon  monoxide  fumes  being  emitted  from  a  gasoline  powered 
engine  pump  operating  at  the  surface.  As  he  toppled  into  the  murky 
waters  below,  his  24  year-old  son  sensing  something  was  terribly 
wrong,  quickly  descended  down  a  ladder  into  the  shaft  and  within 
seconds  was  succeeded  by  two  other  workers.  The  three  men  were 

likewise  overcome  by  the  same 
strange  phenomenon  and  fell  to 
their  final  doom  into  the  water  be¬ 
low. 

It  was  later  determined  that  all 
four  individuals  had  succumbed  by 
drowning.  The  death  count  on  Oak 
Island  had  risen  to  six!  One  of  the 
myths  about  the  conditions  which 
must  be  met  before  Oak  Island  relin¬ 
quishes  its  final  secrets  states  that  the 
search  will  conclude  only  after  the  is¬ 
land  has  claimed  its  seventh  victim! 

The  1965  tragedy  would  usher  in 
an  era  of  high  tech  exploration  of  Oak 
Island  and  the  future  incorporation  of 
a  sophisticated  syndication  first 
known  as  Triton  Alliance  Ltd.  (later  changed  to  the  Oak  Island  Ex¬ 
ploration  Company).  Aptly  headed  by  field  manager  Daniel  Christian 
Blankenship  along  with  the  syndicate’s  major  financial  backer  and 
president  David  C.  Tobias,  Triton  would  forge  ahead  making  many 
new  and  exciting  discoveries. 

But,  first,  much  of  1967  would  be  devoted  to  exploratory  drill¬ 
ing.  Dozens  of  five-inch  diameter  holes  were  bored  within  and  out 
of  the  original  Money  Pit  area  between  depths  of  160  to  212  feet. 
Some  drilling  pierced  through  possible  tunnels  and  chambers  above 
and  below  bedrock  with  core  samples  revealing  examples  of  wood, 
china,  charcoal,  cement,  oak  buds  and  low-grade  metal.  The  wood 
was  submitted  for  carbon- 1 4  analysis  and  was  reported  dated  at  A.D. 
1  575  with  approximately  85  years  variance  either  way.  The  findings 
convinced  Blankenship  and  Tobias  that  man-made  tunnels  possibly 
existed  some  200  feet  or  more  below  Oak  Island  and  that  wood 
brought  up  from  those  levels  indicated  it  may  have  been  used  to  shore 
up  ceilings.  Heavy,  putty-like  blue  clay  extricated  from  a  cavern  was 
deemed  to  have  been  useful  in  underground  projects  as  a  water  sealer 
in  earlier  times. 

There  were  surface  clues  found  as  well  as  more  coconut  fiber  dug 
up  from  the  beach  at  Smith’s  Cove  and  confirmed  as  such  by  research 
botanists.  Also  uncovered  were  the  remains  of  the  artificial  drainage 
networks  first  discovered  back  in  1 850.  Beneath  one  of  the  stone  drains, 


Two  lonely  graves  of  a  father  and  his  son  who  lost  their  lives 
in  1965  on  Oak  Island  serve  as  grim  reminders  that  trea¬ 
sure  hunting  is  always  serious  and  dangerous  business. 
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a  pair  of  wrought-iron  scissors  was  found  by  Blankenship  which  was  crystallize  and  turn  to  rust  color  once  it  reached  the  surface.  Oxida 
sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  verified  tion  was  indicative  that  the  metal  was  starved  for  oxygen  for  a  long 

period  of  time.  1  he  drill  also  penetrated  a  five-foot 
deep  cavern  discovered  at  the  230-foot  level.  These 


Artifacts  found  with  coconut  fiber  at  the  top,  scis¬ 
sors  below,  bits  of  tinnish  metal  at  left,  links  of 
steel  chain  at  center,  and  fragments  of  wire  at  far 
right. 


as  being  Spanish-American 
in  origin. 

In  April  of  1 969,  the 
aforementioned  syndicate 
of  Triton  Alliance  Ltd.  was 
created.  Its  shareholders 
consisted  of  important 
heads  of  Canadian  and  U.S. 
companies,  scientists,  law¬ 
yers,  a  major  building  con¬ 
tractor  (Blankenship),  a 
former  president  of  the 
Toronto  Stock  Exchange, 
engineers,  a  wealthy  Ameri¬ 
can  real-estate  investor,  sev¬ 
eral  numismatists  (includ¬ 
ing  this  writer),  a  financier, 
etc.  Adventurers  from  all 
walks  of  life. 

A  600-foot  earth  and  rock  causeway  constructed  and  completed 
exactly  two  months  after  the  1 963  tragedy  linked  the  mainland  to  the 
island’s  western  end.  For  the  very  first  time,  vehicle  access  to  Oak  Is¬ 
land  was  enabled  which  would  allow  the  Triton  group  to  haul  more 
and  heavier  equipment  to  the  excavation  site  for  extensive  exploration 
in  the  future. 

During  the  surqmer  of  1970,  among  other  discoveries  was  an  old 
pair  of  leather  shoes  found  at  the  western  end  of  the  island  below  nine 
feet  of  beach  silt  and  debris  beneath  remnants  of  what  appeared  to 
be  an  ancient  wooden  slipway.  Taking  into  account  the  age  of  one 
of  the  shoes,  its  heel  and  sole  attached  to  the  upper  part  by  tiny 
wooden  dowels  around  its  entire  circumference,  and  allowing  for 
shrinkage,  experts  resolved  the  shoe  could  have  accommodated  at 
least  a  size  14  foot!  Engineers  further  determined  that  the  flow  of  in¬ 
coming  water  under  the  Money  Pit  consisted  of  some  600  to  650 
gallons  per  minute. 

That  same  summer,  Triton  hired  a  leading  geotechnical  engineer¬ 
ing  company  from  Toronto  to  conduct  the  most  expensive  and  exten¬ 
sive  studies  ever  done  beneath  the  island’s  eastern  end.  The  engineers 
concluded  that,  given  16th  or  17th-century  archaic  tools  and  technol¬ 
ogy,  it  would  have  taken  a  force  of  40  men  laboring  about  100,000 
man-hours  for  a  year  in  order  to  have  completed  the  original  under¬ 
ground  construction  (based  on  current  information,  even  that  estimate 
may  have  been  too  conservative). 

The  summer  would  end  with  operations  centering  around  a  par¬ 
ticular  drill  hole  located  180  feet  northeast  of  the  Money  Pit  identi¬ 
fied  as  Borehole  1 0-X. 

Some  of  the  deepest  constructed  shafts  and  drilling  operations  ever 
conducted  on  Oak  Island  must  be  credited  to  Triton,  and  Borehole 
10-X  would  prove  to  be  one  of  the  very  deepest  and  most  contro¬ 
versial.  Initially  drilled  to  a  depth  of  235  feet  using  a  six-inch-diam¬ 
eter  rotary  drill,  steel  casing  was  then  inserted  followed  by  the  injec¬ 
tion  of  high-pressure  air  which  would  force  up  any  loose  material  en¬ 
countered. 

Several  handfuls  of  thin  metal  were  retrieved  this  way  from  165 
feet  along  with  chunks  of  steel,  wire  and  links  of  steel  chain.  1  he 
metal  would  be  pliable  and  initially  lead-colored  but  would  quickly 


linds  were  exciting  because  they  were  extracted 
from  virgin  areas  where  no  previous  excavations 
had  ever  been  performed. 

A  decision  was  made  that  Borehole  10-X 
should  be  widened.  1  he  spring  of  1971  brought 
a  professional  well  driller  from  nearby  Halifax  to 
complete  the  job.  Utilizing  a  massive  Bucyrus-Erie 
churn  drill  which  could  bore  the  shaft  s  diameter 
to  27  inches,  upon  completion,  a  quarter-inch 
thick  steel  casing  was  then  inserted  180  feet  into 
bedrock  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  hole  uncased 
to  235  feet.  Unfortunately  the  island’s  old  nem¬ 
esis,  seawater,  filled  the  new  shaft  44  feet  from  its 
surface,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  cham¬ 
bers  found  in  the  shaft  were  connected  to  the  re¬ 
maining,  yet  undiscovered  flood  tunnels. 

The  stage  was  now  set  for  a  visual  assault  on  Borehole  1 0-X.  In  Au¬ 
gust  1 971 ,  an  underwater  television  camera  was  lowered  into  its  gloomy 
depths.  What  lay  ahead  was  both  dramatic  and  astonishing! 

(To  be  continued  in  Rare  Coin  Review  #110.) 


The  Search  for  the  Mysterious 
1910-V.D.B.  Cent 

Reader  James  D.  Bedigian  has  corresponded  concerning  a  possible 
1910  Philadelphia  Mint  Lincoln  cent  made  from  a  reverse  die  showing 
traces  of  the  V.D.B.  initials  ofVictor  David  Brenner.  It  will  be  recalled 
that  Lincoln  cents  distributed  beginning  in  August 
1 909 — from  both  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
mints — bore  on  the  reverse  the  V.D.B.  initials. 
s  There  was  some  public  criticism  concerning  the 
prominence  of  these  initials,  and  use  of  the  die  was 
discontinued.  Later  the  1909  cents  from  both  mints 
were  of  the  “plain”  variety  lacking  the  V.D.B. 

Apparently  some  of  the  V.D.B.  reverses  were 
re-ground  and  pressed  into  service  in  1 9 1 0.  A 
photograph  of  the  coin  taken  by  Bill  Fivaz 
shows  what  may  be  vestiges  of  the  V.D.B.  initials. 
Bill  Fivaz’  letter  to  our  reader  states  the  following: 

“Your  enclosed  1910-P  Lincoln  cent  arrived  today,  and  I  have 
examined  it  using  my  stereoscope. 

“There  is  an  apparent  ‘V’  directly  under  the  large  dark  spot  on  the 
lower  reverse,  and  what  appears  to  be  a  B  further  to  the  right.  Both  are 
very  ‘flat’  and  not  raised  above  the  surface  of  the  coin,  which  would 
make  sense  if  the  area  had  been  polished  to  remove  the  letters.  There 
appears  to  be  some  die  polish  in  that  area. 

“In  my  opinion,  I  would  give  it  a  90%  chance  of  being  a  ‘latent’ 
‘V.D.B.’  on  the  reverse  of  this  coin,  and  it  is  probably  the  strongest 
evidence  I  can  recall  seeing  on  any  of  the  1910-dated  coins.’ 

This  opens  the  possibility  of  a  real  “treasure  hunt”  for  Rare  Coin 
Review  readers  or  anyone  else.  It  might  repay  the  effort  if  you  take  your 
1910  or  191 0-S  cents  and  examine  the  lower  reverse  near  the  rim 
carefully. 
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IIS.  GOLD 


Basic  information:  American  gold  coins  were 
minted  for  general  circulation  in  the  denominations 
$  1 ,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $  1 0,  and  $20.  The  larger  denomi¬ 
nations,  $5,  $10,  and  $20,  were  primarily  intended 
as  bullion  coins  for  use  in  bank-to-bank  settlements, 
international  transactions,  and  other  financing.  As 
many  of  these  were  shipped  overseas  during  the  1 9th 
and  early  20th  centuries,  fairly  substantial  quantities 
exist  today,  making  them  highly  collectible.  This  is 
particularly  true  for  many  issues  from  about  the 
1880s  to  the  1920s.  Most  earlier  issues,  even  of  high 
mintages,  are  quite  rare  if  in  Mint  State.  $  1  and  $3 
are  rare  in  all  grades,  were  discontinued  in  1 889,  and 
have  been  fairly  elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces, 
known  as  quarter  eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  higher  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  vari¬ 
eties  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
and  Colonial  Corns  (hardbound,  list:  $100;  available 
from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $6.50  shipping  and  han¬ 
dling). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
date,  sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satis¬ 
fying  exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each 
of  the  major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the 
reduced-weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August 
1 ,  1 834),  and  continuing  in  certain  denominations 
through  1933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series 
1795-1 834  as  well.  The  larger  denominations  such 
as  $20  are  very  affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell 
for  relatively  little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value, 
despite  their  being  75  to  100  or  more  years  old. 


$1  Gold  Pieces 


Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans 
issue.  Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart . 4,650 

At  the  time  the  !  852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there 
was  not  a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect 
gold  coins  by  mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  set  aside  examples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces 
slipped  unnoticed  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces 


are  rare  at  all  levels.  Their  survival  was  only  a  matter  of  chance. 


1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62 . 595 

1874  MS-63,  somewhat  prooflike.  Brilliant,  and 

beautiful . 950 


1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

Choice  1914-D  $2.50 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 
Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level . 1,950 


Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,950 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 


at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade . 2,750 

1856  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1857  MS-61  (NGC) . 485 

1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle  at 

this  grade  level.  A  prize  for  the  specialist.  ...  1 ,850 


1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache) .  2,450 

The  1862/1  overdate  was  discovered  by  our  friend,  the 
late  Aubrey  Bebee,  well-known  Omaha  coin  dealer.  Although 
additional  specimens  have  come  to  light  since  his  original 
find  in  1962,  it  still  remains  a  first-class  rarity.  Perhaps  a 
dozen  are  known  totally. 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 

1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 
rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

Low-Mintage  1885  $2.50 
1885  AU-50.  Highly  important  issue.  Only  800 
business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  production  figures  in  American  numis¬ 


matics . 2,250 

1892  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 


1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1 ,450 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  1,350 


$3  Gold  Pieces 


Splendid  1854  $3 


1854  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue . 6,895 

In  the  year  1854  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  is 
in  much  smaller  letters  than  on  issues  1855-1889. 

1857  AU-53  (PCGS) . 875 

Gem  Proof  1876  $3  Classic  Rarity 


1876  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  of  gem  quality.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  classics  among  United 
States  gold  coins.  Only  45  were  minted — all  in 


New  Years  Resolution: 

Repeat  after  us:  “I  will  really  enjoy  nu¬ 
mismatics  in  1996.” 

And,  it’s  easy  to  do:  For  just  $95  (to 
U.S.  addresses)  charged  to  your  credit  card, 
or  your  personal  check  for  this  amount, 
you  can  subscribe  to  all  of  our  1996  peri¬ 
odicals  and  regular  edition  (softbound) 
auction  catalogues.  For  this  small  amount 
you  get  publications  that  cost  us  over  $200 
to  produce  and  deliver  to  you! 

Subscribe  today.  The  easiest  way  is  to 
call  1-800-222-5993  and  charge  it  to  your 
credit  card. 
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Proof  format — with  no  accompanying  business 
strikes,  loday,  the  number  known  is  closer  to  25. 
Certainly  this  cameo  gem  will  be  a  highlight  of 

the  finest  collection . 38,650 

1 878  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  lustrous  and  appealing 
piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62  coins  else¬ 
where,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its  own . 1,950 

Half  Eagles 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Ideal 
for  a  type  set . 675 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre . 3,450 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 
level .  1,450 


Focus  On  Satisfaction 

The  following  letter  was  received  from 

S.R.B.: 

“Dear  Bowers  and  Merena  Staff: 

“I  just  wanted  to  say  thanks  for  the  trade 
dollar  you  recently  sent  to  me  based  on  my 
‘Want  List’  you  retained.  Your  focus  on 
customer  satisfaction  is  demonstrated  with 
actions  and  not  just  hollow  words  on  a 
printed  page.  For  instance: 

“•  You  pleasantly  assist  me  regarding 
questions  on  auction  lots. 

“•You  providemail-bidder  auction  lot 
viewing  (a  service  not  always  available  from 
other  firms). 

“•You  actively  pursue  individual  ‘Want 
List’  items. 

“Your  staff,  with  its  collective  friendly 
personality,  its  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service  focus,  is  a  model  for  the 
industry.  And  by  theway,  thequalityof the 
coins  is  very  good  as  well!  Keep  up  the 
excellent  work.” 


Rare  1849-D  Half  Eagle 
1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold. 
Certainly  one  of  the  finest  extant  in  this 
grade . 2,195 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 
1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 
Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 

Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 


1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  high  level . 6,950 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 
protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  prize  item  in 
this  gem  preservation! . 2,850 

1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare  at  this  grade 
level . 1 ,095 

1890  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous.  Possibly  cleaned  long 
ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed . 650 

1891- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen.  One  of  many  coins  just  added  to  our 
inventory.  . 1,850 

1 892- CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  One  of  many  beautiful 

gold  coins  recently  added  to  our  stock . 875 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this 

grade  level.  Just  purchased . 1,095 

1893- CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1,595 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptionally  nice  lus¬ 


trous  gem . 2,850 

1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 425 

1905  AU-50 . 195 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 1 ,295 

1908  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1909-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 365 


Exceptional  1909-0  Rarity 


1909-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  An 
exceptional  specimen  of  the  rarest  issue  in  the 
series  in  high  grades  (we’ve  seen  more  high-level 
1 929  half  eagles  than  1 909-0).  A  major  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  specialist  and  connoisseur.2,895 

Mint  State  191 1-D  $5  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  one  of  the 
rarest  half  eagles  at  this  grade  level,  an  issue 
which  is  typically  seen  in  the  VF  and  EF 

range . 6,495 

191 1-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  In 
this  issue  you  have  first  pick  of  many  fine 

things!  . 1,250 

191 1-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 419 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine . 2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,195 


1838  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  yellow-gold. 
Rare  in  all  grades . 2,895 

First  year  of  Christian  Gobrecht  ’s  new  Coronet  design. 

1842-0  EF-45 . 995 

1844  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1850  Small  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  variety. 

Ideal  for  the  specialist . 1 ,795 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 

remains . 1 ,495 

1868  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rare  issue . 1,050 


Fax  Your  Order — (603)  569-5319 
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HAVE  FUN 
COLLECTING! 

BUILD  A  TRULY  MEANINGFUL  COLLECTION 

in  the  most  convenient  and  enjoyable  way — through  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Collection  Portfolio  Program!  Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a  type 
set  of  United  States  coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver,  or  gold;  a  beautiful 
set  of  Morgan  dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars;  a 
classic  set  of  commemorative  coins,  or  any  other  specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the 
easiest  and  most  economical  way  to  do  it.  Programs  are  available  from 
$100  per  month  upward,  and  can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  ideal  way  for  you  to  explore  the 
fun  and  excitement  of  coin  collecting,  through  a  convenient  personalized 
monthly  program. 


LET  US  DESIGN  A  PROGRAM  TAILOR-MADE  FOR  YOU: 

©  You  decide  the  specific  grade  range(s)  you  want. 

©  You  decide  the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  each  month. 

©  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  finest  coins  that  come  through  our  doors. 
©  You  will  receive  a  special  members-only  discount. 

©  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected  by  your  personal  account  representative, 
Gail  Watson  or  Chris  Karstedt  (working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers  and 
Ray  Merena),  who  will  get  to  know  you  and  your  individual  collecting 
preferences. 

©  Your  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed!  You  may  return  any 
purchase  within  30  days  for  an  instant  refund,  no  questions  asked. 
And,  you  may  cancel  your  membership  at  any  time. 


Let  The  Fun  begin! 


Send  us  the  coupon,  or  call  Gail  or  Chris  toll-free  at  800-222-3993  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  building  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collec¬ 
tion.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 


r 


I  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

I  would  like  to  collect:  _  Monthly  Amount: _ 


□  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 


NAM  I 


I  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 

Card  Number: _ Exp - 

Date: _ 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


J 


■J  If  0 


UNITED  STATUS  Id)  Ml  COINS 


portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  detade 
of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  Ixrw  mintage  of 
just  59,01  1  pieces .  5,495 

Satiny  Gem  1907-D  $20 


1907-D  Liberty  head.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous, 

satiny  gem!  Superb! . 4,295 

1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beauty  that 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-65.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . i,35o 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 1,650 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 ,395 

1909-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 725 

1911  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,095 

1913-S  MS-62.  Frosty,  lustrous  and  quite  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1,795 

1924-D  $20  Rarity 


1924-D  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  issue.  It  is  believed 
that  most  specimens  were  melted  following  the 
Executive  Gold  Order  of  March  1933.  A  key 

item  for  any  collection . 2,750 

1924-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very 
close  to  full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade 

levels .  1 ,650 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 


1879  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Just  purchased. 


Seldom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 2,450 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 
1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895 

1890-CC  VF-35  (PCGS) . 410 

1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1896  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1900-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 465 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


Lustre  evident  in  protected  areas.  Scarce.  1 ,890 

Gorgeous  1884-CC  $20 


1884-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  A  gorgeous  specimen 
of  this  highly  desired  and  very  popular  Carson 


City  issue.  Just  purchased . 2,650 

1884-CC  AU-50.  Lustrous,  brilliant . 1 ,395 


Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal.  Although  this  vast 
deposit  of  ore,  discovered  in  the  1850s,  was  best-known  for 
its  silver,  about  an  equal  amount  (value-wise)  of  gold  was 


extracted. 

1885-S  AU-50 . 575 

1890-CC  VF-30 . 625 

1893-S  AU-55 . 595 

1897  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS) . 625 


1903-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 2,350 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im- 


A  Nice  Letter  from  Louisiana 


This  letter  is  from  W.M.,  a  Louisiana 
client: 

“Gentlemen: 

“I  am  in  receipt  of  your  Rogers  M.  Fred 
and  Peter  A.  Ward  Collections  auction  cata¬ 
logue. 

“I  want  to  thank  you  for  sending  me  a 
copy  and  to  congratulate  you  on  one  of  the 


very  finest  presentations  I  have  ever  seen  in 
my  30  years  of  collecting.  The  quality  of 
material  is  really  beyond  description,  and 
your  catalogue  could  be  a  text  book  for 
many  collectors.  Indeed,  the  descriptions 
also  are  good  enough  to  be  a  text  book.  Mv 
sincerest  thanks  and  congratulations  to 
you. 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  lustrous  gem 

specimen . 3,895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
With  gorgeous  brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this 

design .  1,895 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  and 

lustrous . 1 ,095 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625 

The  1908-D  No  Motto  $10  is  curious  inasmuch  as  the 
D  mintmark  on  this  issue  alone  is  far  to  the  left  of  and  above 
the  leftmost  leaves  in  the  branch.  The  1908-D  With  Motto 
and  all  other  mintmarked  Indian  $10  varieties  have  the 
mintmark  much  lower  and  below  the  end  of  the  branch. 

1908-D  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1910-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1910-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 625 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in  the 
early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1 ,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  series . 1 ,095 

1932  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

Double  ImpIpn 

1852  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 1,095 

1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Closed  3  (as  are  all). 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


logues  has  varied  depending  upon  the  specialty. 
Certain  of  our  world  and  ancient  coin  catalogues 
(the  Dundee,  Herstal,  Ciuia,  et  al.,  collections  are 
examples)  have  had  a  more  global  distribution 
than  have,  For  example,  specialized  catalogues  of 
United  States  tokens,  medals,  and  numismatic 
books. 

Perhaps  someday  I  will  make  up  a  list  of  past 
catalogues  (or  add  to  someone  else’s  list  if  some¬ 
one  else  does  this)  with  some  reminiscences  of 
how  they  were  created.  Virtually  all  have  been  a 
team  effort  with  lots  of  other  staffers  involved. 


This  is  probably  a  basic  question,  but  I  can’t 
seem  to  find  the  answer: 

In  1873  and  1874  arrows  were  added  to  the 
date  of  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  when  the  weight 
was  increased.  There  are  no  arrows  on  the  Liberty  Seated 
coins  made  after  1874,  but  they  are  still  of  a  different  weight 
than  the  Without-Arrows  coins  made  before  1873-1874. 
Are  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  of  the 
1873-1891  years  a  different  ‘type’  than  the  Without- 
Arrows  coins  of  earlier  times?  Should  I  add  them  to  my  type 
set?— H.S.T. 


Q 


It  A  It 

By  chance  I  obtained  a  copy  of 
your  Armand  Champa  Library 
Sale  catalogue,  Part  III.  I  am  a 
collector  of  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  nickels 
and  have  never  bought  any  old  numismatic 
books.  I  spent  several  hours  reading  the 
Champa  descriptions,  and  now  I  would  like  to  learn  where 
I  can  buy  old  books  and  auction  catalogues  (do  you  sell 
them?)  and  where  I  can  learn  more  about  what  the  coin 
hobby  was  like  in  the  19th  century  and  early  in  the  present 
century. — L.W. 


A 


Technically,  the  small  weight  difference  makes  an 
1 873  quarter  dollar,  for  example,  a  different  “type” 
than  a  quarter  dollar  ol  1 872,  both  ol  which  do  not 
have  arrows,  but  in  practice  I’ve  never  encountered  anyone  who 
has  collected  them  as  part  of  a  type  set. 

tit 


A 


CCVtS  AU.ERAS 


I  collect  your  publications  and  have  all  your 
auction  catalogues  and  Coin 
Collectors  and  all  but  five 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Have 
you  ever  thought  about  putting  out  a 
“Collecting  Guide’’  to  your  past  pub¬ 
lications,  with  quantities  printed,  rar¬ 
ity,  market  price,  and  other  informa¬ 
tion?  — F.J. 


A  This  might  be  interesting  to 
do  someday.  However,  I  don’t 
have  “mintage”  figures  for  the 
various  issues  as  the  records  have  not 
been  kept.  The  typical  Rare  Coin  Review 
has  gone  to  5,000  to  10,000  or  so  read¬ 
ers,  but  some  issues  have  crossed  the 
20,000  mark  on  sample  or  request  mail¬ 
ings.  Coin  Collector  issues  have  had  a 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


There  are  a  number  of  fine  firms  that  specialize  in 
mail  bid  sales  (mostly)  and  direct  offerings  of  back¬ 
dated  numismatic  publications.  I  am  sending  you 
a  photocopy  ol  The  Asylum,  published  by  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society,  which  gives  some  names  and  addresses. 
You  might  also  find  membership  in  the  NBS  to  be  worthwhile. 

Concerning  old-time  numismatics,  you  might  want  to  buy 
(from  us  or  the  ANA)  or  borrow  (from  the  ANA  Library)  the 
two-volume  book  I  wrote,  The  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  Centennial  History  189T1991.  My  book,  The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage  (as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection) 
might  be  worthwhile  reading  for  you  as  well. 

Back  issues  of  The  Numismatist,  CoinAge,  Coins,  and  The 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  ate.  a  treasure  trove  of  useful 
knowledge  and  are  inexpensive  to  acquire.  Coin  World  and 
Numismatic  News  newspapers  are  an  excellent  chronicle  ofour 
own  time,  but  old  issues  are  not  com¬ 
monly  bought  and  sold  by  dealers.  Put¬ 
ting  together  a  complete  set  of  each  would 
probably  be  a  virtual  impossibility,  al¬ 
though  not  expensive.  And  then  there’s 
the  storage  problem. 

For  starters,  I  suggest  that  you  buy  a 
bunch  of  Numismatists  from  the  1910- 
1 920  era  and  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine  issues  from  the  1940s.  These  will  be 
inexpensive  (less  than  $1,000  for  more 
magazines  than  you  can  read  in  several 
months)  and  will  give  you  a  “you  are 
there”  experience  as  you  read  the  news 
items  and  advertisements.  A  complete  set 
of  The  Numismatist  from  the  mid- 1890s 
to  date  is  usually  priced  at  about  $2,000  to 
$3,000  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  bargain  at 


somewhat  larger  circulation.  Distribution  of  auction  cata-  that  considering  that  there  are  over  1,000  copies(!).  (Earlier 
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issues  of  The  Numismatist ,  1888-1893  are  rare  and  expensive,  but 
reprints  can  be  bought.)  I  have  read-skimmed  my  own  set  of  The 
Numismatist  three  times,  the  last  time  being  five  or  six  years  ago.  Each 
time  1  find  new  items  of  excitement  and  interest  and  recall  tidbits  1  had 
read  earlier  but  had  forgotten.  Very  enjoyable! 

It  i  It 


QI  have  two  technical  questions:  I  have  an  1860-D  gold 
dollar — a  rarity  as  you  know — with  the  U  in  UNITED 
scarcely  visible,  but  the  other  letters  bold.  Are  they  all 
this  way,  or  can  I  find  a  sharp  one?  Second  question:  I  have  an 
1855-C  gold  dollar  that  is  a  miserable  strike.  Do  sharp  strikes 
exist? — A.M. 

A  The  two  pieces  you  have  are  normal  for  their  issues.  All 
authentic  pieces  have  these  characteristics.  Further,  in 
general  all  Type  II  and  III  gold  dollars  of  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  mints  are  poorly  struck.  As  this  is  normal,  the  point 
becomes  moot,  and  a  poorly  struck  but  high-grade  1 855-C  is  a  highly 
prized  and  very  desirable  coin  to  own. 

1  H  n 


QWhat  is  the  significance  of  the  1837  half  cent  token? 

Should  it  be  collected  as  part  of  a  regular  half  cent  set? 
Ditto  for  the  1837  Feuchtwanger  cent  as  part  of  a  large 
cent  set. — H.A.R. 

A  Both  of  these  issues,  listed  and  illustrated  in  the  Guide  Book 
of  U.S.  Coins  although  they  are  not  federal  issues,  have 
become  widely  popular  because  of  this  listing.  Both  are 
properly  a  part  of  the  collecting  specialty  known  as  Hard  Times  tokens, 
a  field  comprised  of  political  and  advertising  tokens  privately  issued  in 
the  United  States  between  the  years  1 832  and  1 844.  Actually,  the  term 
is  a  misnomer,  for  the  Hard  Times  era  is  generally  considered  by 
historians  to  have  begun  with  the  Panic  of  1837  with  the  attendant 
closing  of  banks  and  suspension  of  specie  (gold  and  silver  coin) 
payments  that  year. 

Into  the  void  caused  by  banks  no  longer  paying  out  high  face  value 
coins,  and  even  smaller  coins  such  as  cents  being  hoarded  by  the  public, 
many  different  substitutes  were  created.  These  included  paper  notes  or 
chits  and  the  aforementioned  tokens.  Various  banks  issued  large 
amounts  of  paper  notes,  often  backed  by  very  little  in  the  way  of  assets. 
Such  notes  were  passed  a  long  way  from  home  in  the  hope  that  someone 


might  take  them  for  face  value  or,  more  likely,  a  percentage  of  face. 
Various  newspapers  called  “bank  note  reporters  or  variations  on  this 
term  appeared  and  published  lists  of  banks  whose  notes  were  known  to 
be  worthless.  Some  banks  were  even  non-existent  in  the  first  place! 
Some  highly  interesting  reading  can  be  found  in  old  financial  accounts 
of  the  era. 

In  the  1 930s  Wayte  Raymond,  New  York  City  dealer  affiliated  with 
Scott  &  Co.,  marketed  a  series  of  “National  album  pages,  also  called 
Raymond  pages,  made  in  Shippensburg,  PA,  by  the  Beistle  Co. 
(whose  owner  was  a  well-known  specialist  in  early  U.S.  half  dollars). 
These  brown  cardboard  pages  had  circular  openings  for  coins  and  were 
provided  with  celluloid  slides  on  each  side  so  that  obverse  and  reverse 
of  each  specimen  could  be  viewed  without  touching  the  coin.  I  hese 
album  pages  came  in  two  sizes  and  fit  into  notebook  binders  sold  with 
them. 

In  designing  pages  for  collecting  half  cents,  Wayte  Raymond  knew 
that  the  federal  government  did  not  issue  any  half  cents  dated  1 837,  but 
that  tokens  marked  HALF  CENT  WORTH  OF  PURE  COPPER, 
and  of  the  size  of  a  half  cent,  were  plentiful  enough  that  any  numisma¬ 
tist  wanting  one  could  make  a  purchase  for  less  than  $  1  (today  in  1 996 
a  lightly  worn  specimen  of  nice  quality  is  apt  to  cost  $  1 00  to  $  1 50).  An 
1837-dated  hole  was  added  to  the  album,  and  the  1837  Hard  Times 
token  became  a  part  of  many  people’s  collections.  Few  people  wanted 
a  yawning  gap  in  their  albums. 

The  1837  Feuchtwanger  cent  is  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  of  New  York  City,  who  at  one  time  attempted 
to  interest  the  government  in  adopting  his  silver-appearing  alloy,  a 
variety  of  what  is  generally  called  “German  silver,”  as  a  metal  for 
coinage.  The  same  alloy  had  been  used  to  make  kitchen  utensils,  table 
ware,  horse  fittings,  and  other  items.  Congress  did  not  elect  to  use  this 
silver  substitute.  On  his  own,  Feuchtwanger  struck  or  caused  to  have 
struck  many  small  tokens  bearing  an  eagle  killing  a  snake  on  the 
obverse,  with  the  date  1837  below,  and  on  the  reverse  a  wreath  and 
the  inscription  FEUCHTWANGER’S  COMPOSITION  around 
the  rim  and  ONE  CENT  at  the  center.  Unlike  the  1837  half-cent 
token,  the  1837  Feuchtwanger  cent  was  never  a  part  of  a  National 
album  for  regular  one-cent  pieces.  However,  its  attractive  design  and 
the  availability  of  specimens  at  low  cost  ($  1 00  will  buy  an  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  wear)  has  made  it  in  demand  as  has  its  Guide 
Book  listing.  A  lengthy  offering  of  die  varieties  of  Feuchtwanger  cents 
appeared  in  our  November  sale  of  the  Fred  and  Ward  Collections; 
copies  of  the  appropriate  catalogue  pages  will  be  sent  to  you  for  your 
information. 

In  the  1880s  and  1890s  dealer  Lyman  H.  Low  did  much  research 
on  Hard  Times  tokens.  His  1900  work  on  the  subject,  simply  titled 
Hard  Times  Tokens,  was  for  years  the  standard  reference  for  the  series. 
In  recent  times  Russell  Rulau,  of  Iola,  WI,  has  done  additional  research 
and  has  expanded  the  Low  list. 

Lyman  H.  Low  designated  the  half  cent  as  his  variety  no.  49;  hence 
it  is  called  Low-49  today.  The  1837  Feuchtwanger  cent  is  Low- 120. 

A  glimpse  at  the  future:  Our  March  sale  in  Baltimore  will  have  a  very 
nice  collection  of  Hard  Times  tokens  consigned  by  an  eastern  special¬ 
ist.  Beth  Piper  of  our  staff  is  doing  the  pre-cataloguing  as  1  write  these 
words  for  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  in  a  week  or  two  I  will  do  the  final 
descriptions. 

Don't  Miss  the  Booh  Section  for  Some  Great  Buys! 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Basic  information:  Commemoratives  are  among 
the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins,  as  there 
are  so  many  types  commemorating  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  interesting  observances,  occasions,  and  anniver¬ 
saries — some  obscure  and  others  of  national  impor¬ 
tance. 

An  appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the 
most  comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  pro¬ 
duced,  and  includes  much  price  information  as 
well.  Excellent  studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen  are  also  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value. 

1893  Isabella  Quarter 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  early  issue . 2,295 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,295 

Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 
1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
gem.  Beautiful! . 2,295 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  A  prize  coin,  lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful . 1,050 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 595 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 395 

1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65.  A  splendid  gem. 
Rare  in  this  high  grade . 8,995 

The  1900  Iafayettc  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mint¬ 


age  of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December 
14,  1 899,  actually  a  year  before  the  1900  “date”  on  the  coin. 
December  14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washingtons  death. 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually 
in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 8,995 

MS-64  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen 
of  this  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  issue.  ...2,995 

Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 2,995 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 825 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  825 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ..3,250 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ..  1,095 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Albany.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCI).  Lightly  toned  pale 
rose.  Marked  “PQ”  on  the  holder.  A  very  nice 

specimen . 265 

We  originated  the  term  “PQ”  for  Premium  Quality  a  few 
years  ago,  but  it  was  picked  up  and  became  abused  elsewhere 
in  the  marketplace,  so  we  have  largely  discontinued  its  use. 


1936  Albany.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 825 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 665 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 110 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65 . 795 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 185 


What  Happened  at 
Oak  Island ? 

There  are  countless  reasons  to  subscribe  to 
our  catalogues ,  and  one  of  them  is  to  get  our 
next  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  find 
out  what  happened  at  Oak  Island. 

For  just  $95  (to  U.S.  addresses)  charged 
to  your  credit  card,  or  your  personal  check 
for  this  amount,  you  can  subscribe  to  all  of 
our  1996  periodicals  and  regular  edition 
(softbound)  auction  catalogues.  For  this 
small  amount  you  get  publications  that  cost 
us  over  $200  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you! 

The  easiest  way  to  not  miss  a  single 
issue — and  to  learn  about  the  doings  in 
the  Money  Pit  on  Oak  Island — is  to  call 
1-800-222-5993  and  charge  it  to  your 
credit  card. 
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1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  Brilliant . 185 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 160 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low  mintage 

rarity. . 850 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 

tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 


rarity. . 315 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100 
were  distributed,  and  few  are  as  nice  as  this  one 

today.  . 995 

1 939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series.  .385 
1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 995 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 385 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 310 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-63 . 129 

1 935  Boone  with  small  “  1 934.”  MS-65 . 150 

1 935  Boone  with  small  “  1 934.”  MS-64 . 110 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-63 . 105 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed! . 975 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 190 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 120 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  mir¬ 
rorlike  gem.  Very  rare  with  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces . 995 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1937  Boone  MS-63.  Brilliant . 100 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 550 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63-  Brilliant . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 550 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed! . 525 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  only 

2,000  distributed . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Incredibly  low 

distribution  of  only  2, 1 00  coins . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 365 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 


1925-S  Galifornia.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so 


fine .  850 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...70 
1951-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  39 
1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 


liant  with  attractive  toning . 395 

1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65 . 85 


1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...49 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...  18 
1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  175 
1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 65 
1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  B  rilliant.  95 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  175 


1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 59 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-63 . 40 

1953-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65 . 295 

1953-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64 . 69 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  70 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant . 70 


1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  175 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...42 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...39 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 
1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  45 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  75 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  32 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 750 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 850 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...375 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 

with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 375 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64 . 229 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 229 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1 892  Columbian.  MS-64  Prooflike.  Pale  gold  with 
traces  of  blue  iridescence . 295 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1892.  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1893  Columbian.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  toning. 45 
1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 695 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 2  5 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen .  435 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 


1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 310 


Superb  Grant  with  Star 
1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  variety 
in  the  series  at  this  grade . 3,095 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50C 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  ...3,095 
In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar 
was  the  key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially 
in  high  grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a 
quantity  of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  be¬ 
cause  of  this  the  publicity  for  the  issue  has  fallen  between 
the  cracks.  Still,  it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the 
addition  of  a  piece  such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worth¬ 


while  acquisition. 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  AU-58 . 99 


Superb  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  brilliant 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  key 
“type”  in  the  series . 5,150 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,150 


Rare  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men .  2,795 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,950 

1935  Hudson.  MS-65. Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,750 
1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...795 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 550 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52S 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 
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1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 195 

1925  L  exington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Common  in  lower 

grades,  very  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State . 685 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  otthe 
most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 

reverse . 635 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .79 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1 ,050 

Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 
to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons 


on  American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  635 

1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 319 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 


1921  Missouri  2^4 

1921  Missouri.  2+4.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  at  this  high  grade 
level.  One  of  the  prime  rarities  in  the  com¬ 


memorative  series .  7,150 

Beautiful  1923-S  Monroe 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,450 


The  1 923- S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade 
it  emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50<t 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  gem!  2,450 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 475 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 42 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 695 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 450 

1 926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  deep 

golden  peripheral  toning . 575 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 235 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 240 

1926-S  Oregon  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 


Only  6,028  were  minted!  The  Oregon  Trail  series  is  re¬ 


plete  with  numerous  low-mintage  varieties. 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Scarce  so  fine . 525 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 260 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..475 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 345 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare!  . 730 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  rarity. . 625 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  2,100  were 

distributed.  Rare! . 560 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 730 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 560 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 730 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 560 

MS-65  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  at 
this  grade  level . 2,550 


Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50<f 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,550 


Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50<t 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,550 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,450 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 

Superb! . 1,450 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 495 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  495 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 


1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 40 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 72 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  95 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .' . 129 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 95 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63 . 215 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 389 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 650 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  prime 

rarity  in  the  series . 1,095 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  825 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 


Likes  Commemoratives 

The  following  is  from  D.R,  a  Georgia 
client: 

"Dear  Gail: 

“Thank  you  for  being  so  kind  and  help¬ 
ful  on  the  phone  with  me  as  I  was  gathering 
information  on  commemorative  coins. 

“I  feel  your  company  offers  a  very  nice 
package  with  the  Commemorative  Coin 
Club.  After  receiving  my  first  selection  and 
the  books  and  holders  that  came  with  it,  I 
am  very  pleased.  I  look  forward  to  receiving 
the  additional  books  you  mentioned, 
autographed  by  Dave  Bowers. 

“Again,  thanks  for  your  help  and  the 
great  coins  I  am  receiving.” 
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1936  Texas  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1  1  5 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light 

toning . 245 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 275 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64 . 325 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  Brilliant . 1,495 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 42 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  Brilliant . 34 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1946-S  B  T  W.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant .  24 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 15 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 85 

1947  B.T.W  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947- D  B.  T.  W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1947-D  B.T.W  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 295 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 575 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 250 


Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 


1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 250 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  B  rilliant . 59 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . .' . 39 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 
special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  Americas  most  interest¬ 
ing  series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in 
grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  for  40  years, 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25 <f 

1050 

2295 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

2995 

8995 

1921  Alabama  plain 

1095 

3250 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

1936  Albany 

265 

395 

1937  Antietam 

525 

665 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

99 

285 

1935-D 

95 

325 

1935-S 

325 

1936 

110 

130 

425 

1936-D 

89 

110 

350 

1936-S 

89 

110 

350 

1937 

110 

495 

1937-D 

110 

129 

475 

1937-S 

110 

129 

595 

1938 

160 

1938-D 

160 

185 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1938-S 

160 

850 

1939 

315 

385 

1939-D 

385 

995 

1939-S 

385 

995 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

159 

310 

Boone  type 

1935 

95 

110 

145 

1935-D 

110 

1935-S 

110 

120 

190 

1935/34 

110 

150 

1935/34-D 

895 

1935/34-S 

975 

1936 

99 

109 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

195 

1937 

100 

110 

145 

1937-D 

325 

365 

550 

1937-S 

365 

1938 

525 

1938-D 

525 

1938-S 

415 

525 

1936  Bridgeport 

350 

1925-S  California 

295 

850 

Carver- Washington 

1951 

70 

1951-S 

85 

1952 

18 

1952-D 

175 

1952-S 

95 

1953 

40 

175 

1953-D 

295 

1953-S 

70 

1954 

39 

42 

175 

1954-D 

45 

49 

1954-S 

32 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

350 

750 

1936-D 

295 

309 

550 

1936-S 

315 

350 

850 

1936  Cleveland 

79 

219 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

229 

250 

1936-D 

250 

1936-S 

229 

250 

1892  Columbian 

165 

795 

1 893  Columbian 

175 

1 935  Connecticut 

275 

695 

1936  Delaware 

265 

435 

1936  Elgin 

215 

250 

1936  Gettysburg 

310 

345 

1922  Grant  plain 

365 

950 

1922  Grant  Star 

3095 

1928  Hawaiian 

2795 

5150 

1935  Hudson 

795 

1750 

1924  Huguenot 

175 

625 

1946  Iowa 

99 

1925  Lexington 

115 

685 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

210 

635 

1936  Long  Island 

105 

1936  Lynchburg 

209 

295 
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VARIETY 

MS  63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1920  Maine 

319 

635 

1934  Maryland 

185 

435 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

7150 

1923-S  Monroe 

2450 

1938  New  Rochelle 

345 

395 

1936  Norfolk 

450 

475 

Oregon  Trail  rvpe 

1926 

235 

1926-S 

240 

1928 

265 

325 

1933-D 

350 

525 

1934-D 

195 

225 

325 

1936 

175 

260 

1936-S 

215 

235 

1937-D 

160 

195 

235 

1938 

265 

275 

315 

1938-D 

275 

345 

1938-S 

265 

275 

325 

1939 

560 

625 

730 

1939-D 

560 

625 

730 

1939-S 

560 

625 

730 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

1450 

2550 

1920  Pilgrim 

140 

560 

1921  Pilgrim 

160 

299 

795 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

350 

1936-D 

99 

350 

1936-S 

129 

350 

1937  Roanoke 

225 

249 

1936  Robinson 

119 

389 

1935-S  San  Diego 

85 

109 

1936-D  San  Diego 

89 

119 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

1095 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

209 

Texas  type 

1934 

105 

115 

159 

1935 

135 

159 

1935-D 

115 

135 

1935-S 

105 

115 

159 

1936 

115 

1936-D 

129 

159 

1936-S 

159 

1937 

165 

1937-D 

135 

165 

1937-S 

165 

1938 

289 

325 

375 

1938-D 

289 

325 

375 

1938-S 

289 

325 

1 925  Vancouver 

485 

1495 

1 927  Vermont 

295 

1936  Wisconsin 

210 

225 

239 

1 936  York 

185 

210 

BTWType 

1946-S 

24 

49 

1947 

45 

85 

1947-D 

59 

1947-S 

89 

1948 

75 

1948-D 

55 

75 

1948-S 

75 

STATES  C  OMMEMORATIVE 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1949 

86 

105 

1949-D 

86 

105 

1949-S 

86 

105 

1950 

55 

79 

1950-D 

55 

79 

1950-S 

59 

1951 

32 

39 

1951-D 

69 

1951-S 

59 

Modern 

(ommemoratives 


1982-S  Washington  50C.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 
original  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  5.95 

1984-W  Olympic.  Proof-65.  $10  gold . 275 

1993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue . 19.95 

The  1995  edition  of  the  Guide  Book,  page  258,  contains 
this  notice:  “9,656  of  the  Uncirculated  version  were  privately 
marked  on  the  edge  with  a  serial  number  and  the  initials  of 
the  Madison  Foundation  and  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.” 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1922  Grant  No  Star  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  Ls  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,750 


Choice  Lewis  &  Clark  Gold  $1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995 

Remarkable  Proof  like  Jefferson  $1 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 

very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up 
in  its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof 

for  all  intents  and  purposes . 2,650 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  proollike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 925 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1 ,450 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 795 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 42' 

Don ’t  Miss  the  Book  Section  Starting  On  Page  69 


Proof  Sots 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  1C, 

5<t,  10<t,  25<t,  50« . 675 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set  NGC  certified.  1  <t 
Proof-65  RD,  5<f  Proof-66,  10<t  Proof-66,  25 <t 

Proof-67,  50C  Proof-66 . 635 

1953  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65. 1 C,  5C,  10C, 

25C,  50C . 175 

1956  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65.  1C,  5C,  10C, 
25C,  50 C . 32 

California 

Small  Denomination 
Gold 

Round 

1871  Breen-Gillio-857.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
prooflike . 495 

Round  (iulil  5(b 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  “peacock”).  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 
“peacock”  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays.  A  prime  classic 

Commemorative 
Design  Ideas 

The followingis from  N  umismatic  News: 

New  commemorative  design  ideas: 

Numismatic  News  staffers  talk  with  a  lot 
of  influential  people  in  our  hobby.  One  of 
the  youngest  is  Danny  Hoffman.  This 
South  Carolina  teenager  is  a  member  of  the 
Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory 
Committee  and  very  active  in  several  nu¬ 
mismatic  clubs.  He  said  the  committee  had 
recently  tallied  the  results  from  its  public 
appeal  for  commemorative  ideas  and  found 
more  than  250  responses. 

What  were  some  of  the  suggestions 
people  gave? 

Well,  many  people  suggested  a 
“commem”  that  would  honor  Thomas 
Edison  in  some  way  (such  as  the  150th 
anniversary  of  his  birth  in  1997).  Others 
wanted  a  coin  to  mark  the  assassination  of 
John  F.  Kennedy.  Another  program  sug¬ 
gested  along  this  rather  morbid  line  was  one 
marking  the  bombing  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki.  Perhaps  a  more  acceptable  ver¬ 
sion  would  be  a  coin  marking  Japan’s  sur¬ 
render  in  World  War  II,  but  the  Mint 
shouldn't  expect  to  sell  very  many  in  Tokyo. 
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and  always  in  demand . 1,195 

1875  BG-1037.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
prooflike . 550 

Him*  California  81 

$1  Gold  with  “Slug  Reverse” 

Undated  (circa  early  1850s).  BG-501.  MS-60 

(PCGS).  The  rare  octagonal  $  1  gold  with  reverse 
design  styled  after  the  illustrious  perched  eagle 
motif  by  Augustus  Humbert  and  others,  used  on 
$50  slugs  circa  1851-1855  (the  latter  being  the 
Kellogg  issue).  A  classic  in  the  series . 3,395 

Pattern  Coins 

1855  Flying  Eagle  pattern  cent.  P-193,  J-168. 

MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 1,395 

Set  of  three  1859  pattern  half  dollars  illustrat¬ 
ing  three  different  reverse  types.  Struck  in 
silver.  Each  has  J.B.  Longacres  Liberty  Head 
obverse  in  combination  with  a  pattern  reverse. 
The  three  pieces,  each  brilliant  and  attractive, 
are  as  follows:  1859  Judd-237,  Pollock  293. 
Proof-63  (NGC);  1859  J-239,  P-295.  Proof-65 
(NGC);  1859  J-241,  P-297,  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Set  of  three  pieces  for . 10,875 

1859  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 
1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popu¬ 
lar  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse  design 
with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in  1860. 
Partly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  blue  and 
lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal . 1,995 

The  last  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins,  1957  listed  this  particular  variety  among  regular  In¬ 
dian  cent  issues,  possibly  drawing  from  the  rationale  that 
pieces  were  made  with  business  strike  (Mint  State)  surfaces 
rather  than  Proof  finish. 

Hard  Times  Tokens 

Our  offering  includes  many  interesting  pieces 
from  this  1832-1844  series.  Low  numbers  (from 
Lyman  H.  Low’s  book,  Hard  Times  Tokens)  are  given 
as  are  “HT”  numbers,  the  latter  from  Russell 
Rulau’s  new  Standard  Catalogue  ofU.S.  Tokens 
1700-1900  (also  appearing  in  his  earlier  study,  Hard 
Times  Tokens  1832-1844. 

1833  L-5.  Rarity-5.  Brass.  Jackson.  EF-45.  Struck 
about  5%  off  center  and  interesting  as  such. 
Light  golden  surfaces . 985 

1833  L-5A,  HT-8.  Rarity-6.  VG-8/F12.  No  period 

after  N  in  NEW  ORLEANS . 460 

1834  L-6.  Rarity-4.  Whig  Victory.  Three-masted, 

fully-rigged  sailing  ship.  EF-40.  An  above  av¬ 
erage  strike . 975 

From  the  Julian  Leidman  Collection. 

1834  L-8.  MS-63.  “MY  EXPERIMENT,  MY 
CURRENCY,  MY  GLORY.”  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Most  design  details  show  excel¬ 
lent  definition . 250 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  MS-60.  Running  boar/Jackson. 

Anti-Jackson  token.  Copper . 195 

1834  L-15,  HT-28.  Seward.  Rarity-2.  MS-60. 
Obverse  with  portrait.  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass. 


Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces.  One  of  the  fin¬ 
est  in  existence . ]  ,495 

This  all-purpose  portrait  was  also  used  on  the  Gulian 
C.  Verplanck  token,  Low-16!  Seward,  from  Auburn,  NY,  was 
one  of  New  York’s  most  prominent  political  figures  in  the 
mid-19th  century.  Today,  he  is  remembered  for  his  purchase 
for  the  U.S.  government  of  Alaska  from  Russia  for 
$7,200,000,  an  action  dubbed  “Seward’s  folly.” 

Rulau  prints  his  biography  on  p.  23. 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  MS-64  RB.  Turtle/mule.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  excellent  definition  of 
detail  (mule  hair,  diamondback  terrapin  carapace, 

etc.).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces . 575 

1837  L-31.  EF-40 . 49 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  MS-63  RB.  Liberty  head; 

NOTONE  CENT. . 495 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-45.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 165 

1837  L-34,  HT-49.  VF-30.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 35 

Undated  (c.  1837)  L-5 1 ,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-64 
RB.  Jackson  in  safe;  balky  mule  with  LL.D  in¬ 
scribed  on  its  flank . 350 

This  anti-Jackson  token  satirizes  the  doctorate  awarded 
to  Jackson  by  Harvard,  even  though  Jackson  was  not  a  par¬ 
ticularly  literate  man. 

1837  L-5 1 ,  HT-70.  MS-63  BN . 135 

1837  L-5 1 ,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-63  RB . 295 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-60 . 139 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  MS-60.  American  Institute; 

Robinsons  Jones  &  Co.  of  Attleboro,  MA.295 
1835  L-89,  HT-349.  Rarity-5.  VG-8-F-12. 
Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Obverse 
with  a  crude  Miss  Liberty  head;  rev.  with  wreath 
and  inscription.  Always  seen  lightly  struck. 

Naive  diecutting . 575 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  MS-60  Generous  amounts  of 
mint  red  on  attractive  tan  surfaces.  Some  tiny 

patina  spots  are  noted  on  the  reverse . 1 10 

1837  L-129,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston, 
Mass.  VF-20 . 249 

Struck  in  Feuchtwangers  silver-appearing  alloy,  this  to¬ 
ken  was  used  for  fare  on  horse-drawn  omnibuses. 

1837  L-140,  HT-334.  MS-63  RB.  Ezra  B.  Sweet, 
NYC  mfr.  of  kitchen  goods,  metal  products,  etc. 
Liberty  Head  motif,  one  of  the  closer  copies  of 


the  federal  cent  in  the  HTT  series . 475 

1835  L-l 45,  HT-356.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping. 
West  Troy,  NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 149 


Planchet  diameter:  28.5mm.  Among  the  most  crudely 
struck  pieces  in  the  HTT  series.  Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy 
schoolteacher  in  the  1 830s,  devised  an  instructional  course 
in  bookkeeping. 

The  Bucklin  copper  token  issues  are  scattered  all  over 
the  Low  listings,  as  they  were  described  by  Low  at  different 
times.  In  the  Rulau  Standard  Catalogue  groupings  are  fairly 
consistent  and  more  easily  evaluated;  quite  probably,  we  will 
change  our  inventory  listings  in  a  future  issue  to  show  Rulau 
(HT)  numbers  first  and  Low  (L)  numbers  second. 

1841  L-l 50.  Rarity-5.  Gibbs  Belleville.  EF-40. 

Silver  plated  at  a  later  date.  A  rarity  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 1 ,295 

1 837  L-l  7 1 ,  HT-70A.  Jackson  in  iron  safe.  Reverse: 
Mule  inscribed  LL.D.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Gilt. 

Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 695 

1835  L-l  76.  Rarity-5.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea, 

VT.  Good  to  VG . 950 

One  of  the  most  crudely  struck  pieces  in  the  Hard  1  imes 
token  series,  and  desirable  as  such. 


1835  L-284,  H  1-368.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Iroy, 
NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 225 

One  of  the  crudcst-struck  tokens  in  the  senes  (and.  henic. 
quite  fascinating). 

Civil  War  Tokens 

Undated  (c.l  863).  OH320B-la.  Rarity-5.  VF-30. 

Fredericktown,  OH.  Mosure  Brothers . 29 

1863  OH330D-lb.  Rarity-7.  AU-50.  Fremont, 

OH.  Brass.  Emrich  &  Co . 59 

Undated  (c.l 863).  OH420A-la.  Rarity-6.  VF-30. 

Kenton,  OH.  J.  M.  Brunson . 29 

1863  OH520A-2a.  Rarity-7.  VF-20.  Marion,  OH. 

A.  E.  Griffin . 85 

Undated  (c.l 863).  OH690A-la.  Rarity-6.  AU-50. 
Oberlin,  OH.  R.  H.  B  irge.  Struck  through 
string . 65 

So-Called  Dollars 

Rare  First  Style  Lesher  “Dollar” 

1900  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first 

type  without  business  name.  Hand-engraved 
serial  no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there 
as  VF)  auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923.  A 
sharp  and  attractive  piece . 2,350 

The  Lesher  “dol  iars”  have  been  widely  studied  over  the 
years.  The  authoritative  work  remains  the  article  by  Adna 
Wilde,  “Lesher  Referendum  Medals:  Where  Are  They  To¬ 
day?”  in  The  Numismatist,  February  1 978,  now  available  as  a 
reprint,  with  updating,  from  the  ANA.  In  brief,  Joseph  Lesher, 
who  lived  in  Victor,  Colorado  close  by  the  Town  Hall,  was 
an  advocate  of  silver,  having  mined  the  metal  in  the 
Georgetown  area  of  Colorado  during  the  preceding  decade. 
He  sought  to  publicize  silver  in  his  own  way,  and  possibly  to 
create  a  profit,  by  having  struck  a  number  of  octagonal  med¬ 
als,  or  “dollars”  (as  numismatists  have  likened  them),  which 
would  be  redeemable  for  $1.25  “in  currency  coin  or  mer¬ 
chandise”  (to  quote  part  of  the  piece’s  inscription).  The  gov¬ 
ernment  took  umbrage  to  this  private  coining  enterprise  and 
put  a  halt  to  the  venture,  but  not  before  several  different  va¬ 
rieties  were  issued  to  total  extent  of  nearly  2,000  pieces  (Adna 
Wilde  postulates  exactly  1,869  pieces),  of  which  about  400 
are  known  to  exist  today.  The  variety  offered  here  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  first  issued  and  to  have  been  struck  to  the 
extent  of  only  100  pieces. 

Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar” 

1901  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  Boyd  Park.  MS- 

64  proof  like.  A  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 2,950 

Bovd  Park  was  a  jeweler  located  at  16th  and  Curtis 
streets,  Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known 
as  “The  Broadway  of  the  West,”  from  the  myriad  electric 
bulbs  ornamenting  the  theaters  on  Curtis  Street.  Adna  Wilde 
estimated  that  only  about  200  Lesher  “dollars”  were  made 
for  Park. 

1933  Hibler-Kappen  870.  Colorado.  Century  of 
Progress  silver  so-called  dollar.  EF-40 . 99 

With  detailed  panorama  of  mining  scene  as  part  of  the 
motif.  Mintage  mav  have  been  as  many  as  1 0,000,  but  records 
are  not  definite.  In  terms  of  survivors,  probably  1 ,000  to  2,000 
exist  today.  Issued  to  “restore  prosperity”  (per  inscription)  to 
Colorado,  this  silver  “dollar"  did  its  part,  just  as  Lesher  “dol¬ 
lars"  did  in  1900  and  1901. 

—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 
1-800-222-5993 
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Hawaiian  (Pins 

Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 
1883  Hawaii  10c.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  Irosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
a  denomination  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower 

grades . 3,900 

1883  Hawaii  10<t.  AU-50.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher  qual¬ 
ity  that  usually  seen . 495 

1883  Hawaii.  10C.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1883  Hawaii  25C.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  .350 
1883  Hawaii  50C.  AU-50 . 695 


A  selection  of  printed  material  being  deaccessioned 
from  the  library  of  Q.  David  Bowers: 

New  Hampshire  state  Registers  from  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  each  listing  data  for  various  towns,  trade 
directory,  names  of  important  merchants,  etc. 
Titles  vary  slightly,  a  typical  one  being  The  New 
Hampshire  Register  and  Business  Directory  for 
1893.  Measures  about  3. 5x5. 5  inches.  Many 
interesting  old-time  ads,  etc.;  typically  1 50  to 
250  pages  or  so.  Great  for  fun  reading  or  re¬ 
search.  Group  of  10  different  dates,  $75;  20 

different  for . 130 

Saturday  Evening  Post  magazine,  issues  from  the 
1 950s  and  early  1 960s,  history  in  our  own  time 
(no  Norman  Rockwell  covers).  Group  of  100 

different  (plus  $10  postage)  . 100 

Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 
through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with  many 
fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are  by  well- 
known  American  illustrator  Robert  Robinson. 
Important  reference  collection  not  readily  re¬ 
placeable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  10  different 
(plus  $5  postage)  $250;  100  different  ...2,500 
Saturday  Evening  Post  magazine,  early  issues  from 
thee.  1905-191 5  era.  Group  of  10  different  (plus 

$5  postage) . 100 

Circa  1860  Steinfeld  bottle  (Ring  S-185).  Related 
to  encased  postage  stamps.  New  York.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  (we  have  had  just  one  other  over  the 
years)  original  bottle  which  once  contained  the 
drink  specifically  advertised  on  encased  postage 
stamps  by  the  firm.  An  outstanding  exhibit  item 
for  the  encased  postage  stamp  specialist.  ..995 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  in  raised 
letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle 
is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medal¬ 
lion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEIN FELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.”  Me¬ 
dium  amber  color.  1 1-1/2"  high. 

(Indian  Peace  medal  related)  Chief  Red  Jacket. 

Beautiful  hand-colored  lithographic  print, 
13.25  inches  wide  X  18.5  inches  high  un¬ 
framed,  mid-19th  century  by  McKenney  & 
Hall,  from  their  series  of  Indian  chiefs  of  North 
America.  Red  Jacket  print.  Sparkling,  brilliant 
colors . 1 ,1 50 

If  desired,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have  this  print  appro¬ 
priately  matted  and  framed  under  glass,  suitable  for  exhibit 
in  your  office  or  home;  estimated  additional  cost,  $75  (we  ll 


charge  you  our  net  cost).  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
numismatically  related  pieces  of  19th  century  Americana  ever 
created.  We  have  an  example  on  display  in  our  office,  and  it 
attracts  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

To  the  buyer  we  will  furnish  historical  information  con¬ 
cerning  Chief  Red  Jacket  and  the  medal  illustrated. 

1972  Assay  Commission  Medal.  JK-AC-116. 
Bronze.  57  mm.  1295.2  grains.  Matte  Proof- 
65  in  yellow  bronze,  as  issued.  In  gold- 
trimmed  blue  leatherette  case  with  blue  velvet 
and  silk  lining.  In  box  with  some  notes  on 

cover . 679 

Obverse  with  front-facing  portrait  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  John  B.  Connally,  by  Frank  Gasparro.  Reverse  with 
view  of  the  Treasury  Department  building. 

1978  Canadian  100-dollar  gold  piece.  Proof-65. 
Housed  in  original  presentation  holder . 265 

Comet  Halley  Meteorite  Medallion  made  of  melted- 
down  meteoritic  nickel-iron  from  the  Meteor 
Crater  in  Arizona  from  the  giant  meteorite  that 
fell  there  tens  of  thousands  of  years  ago.  Con¬ 
dition  as  issued.  About  10,000  of  these  were 
made,  of  which  all  but  about  150  have  been 
sold.  49  mm.  (much  larger  than  a  silver  dollar); 
39  grams . 99 

These  were  made  in  1985-1986  in  observance  of  the  peri¬ 
odic  return  (every  76  years)  in  1976  of  Halleys  Comet.  The 
obverse  features  a  map  of  the  solar  system  with  an  ellipse  show¬ 
ing  the  path  of  the  comet  in  question  as  it  traveled  as  far  out  as 
between  the  orbits  ot  Neptune  and  Pluto.  The  inscription 
“COMET  HALLEY  METEORITE  MEDAL  1985-1986” 
surrounds.  The  reverse  shows  a  view  high  above  Earth  (the 
Eastern  and  Midwestern  section  of  the  U.S.  and  part  of  Mexico 
are  seen)  of  the  Space  Shutde  with  a  fiery  comet  above  it,  a 
spangled  galaxy  in  the  background,  and  the  planet  Saturn. 

Over  the  years  many  different  metals  have  been  utilized 
to  make  coins  and  medals.  This  original  nickel-iron  meteor¬ 
ite  metal  used  in  the  Halleys  Comet  medal  must  certainly 
be  one  of  the  most  unusual! 

Berrian  Gold  &  Silver  Counterfeit  Detector,  pat¬ 
ented  1877.  EF.  Nickel-plated.  A  nice  exhibit 
item  to  go  with  any  collection  of  United  States 

gold  or  silver  coins . 265 

This  unit  consists  of  a  nickel-plated  steel  balance  mea¬ 
suring  9.5”  long  by  2”  wide  by  1/2”  high.  On  the  right  side 
there  are  slots  to  admit  various  U.S.  silver  coins  of  the  era  as 
well  as  gold  coins  of  the  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  de¬ 
nominations,  to  test  them  for  weight  (by  balance)  and  for 
specific  gravity  (approximately;  if  a  coin  is  too  thick  to  fit  in 
its  slot,  but  the  weight  is  correct,  this  means  that  the  metal  is 
less  dense  than  gold  or  silver,  as  the  case  may  be).  Intended 
for  use  in  a  bank  or  counting  house  in  an  era  when  $3  gold 
coins  and  other  denominations  were  in  use. 

388-458  BC  Ancient  Greece.  Silver  Stater.  Aegina. 
Nicely  toned .  495 

1936  Philippine  two  coin  set.  50  centavos  and  one 
peso.  MS-64 . 195 

Currency 

F-235.  $1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Speelman- White.  Crisp  New.  A  beauty! ...  165 

F-238.  $1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923 . 59 

Uncut  $10,  $10,  $10,  $20  Sheet 

F-624/650.  1902  National.  Uncut  sheet  $10, 

$  1 0,  $  1 0,  $20.  Uncut  sheet  of  four  large-size 
National  Bank  notes,  multiple  denominations. 
Third  Charter  Period.  Plain  Backs.  Lyons-Rob- 
erts.  Blue  seals.  The  First  National  Bank  of 
Jamestown,  New  York.  Charter:  548.  Each 


note  is  serial:  10582.  Choice  New.  Ideal  for 
framing  or  display. .  3,250 

Jamestown,  N.Y.  was  the  home  of  one  of  Americas  lead¬ 
ing  numismatic  connoisseurs  in  the  early  20th  century,  T. 
James  Clarke,  who  operated  a  cardboard  box  factory  (pill 
boxes,  coin  boxes,  etc.).  Not  far  distant,  the  Chautauqua 
movement  was  started  in  America  in  the  19th  century. 


Paper  \mi‘i  i(  iiiiii 

1882  Diary.  . 795 

Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related, 
but  fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manu¬ 
script  diary,  1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington 
Bray  of  Portland,  Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850- 
1922)  attended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1874 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  was  a  member  of  numerous  medical  associa¬ 
tions,  practiced  medicine  for  over  40  years,  and  was  com¬ 
modore  of  the  Portland  Yacht  Club  for  almost  20  years.  He 
lived  and  sailed  ‘down  east’  all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp.) 
mostly  describes  Bray’s  yachting  adventures  off  the  coast  of 
Maine  as  a  young  medical  doctor  in  the  company  of  his 
good  friends.  Bray  writes  in  a  clear,  precise,  and  often  hu¬ 
morous  style  combined  with  the  form  of  a  sailing  log.  The 
entries  are  also  interspersed  with  several  pencil  drawings  of 
scenery  and  nautical  interest.  The  reader  can  easily  picture 
himself  or  herself  in  the  company  of  this  fun-loving  Victo¬ 
rian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and  camping  off  the  coast  of 
Maine.  Doctors’  diaries  are  very  rare  and  to  find  one  where 
the  diarist  is  actually  describing  a  fun  activity,  rarer  yet. 
This  tome  also  includes  a  38-page  chapter  of  lectures  taken 
at  Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872,  and  about  8  pages  of 
case  notes  from  1873  and  1880.  Unusual.  Octavo,  worn 
red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards,  2"  piece  lacking  from  top 
of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and  legible.  Large  ornate  Port¬ 
land  stationer’s  ticket  on  front  pastedown.  approximately 
185  pp.  plus  blanks. 

c.  1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  new.  Two  different  scenes  available  (one  of 
which  is  described  below).  We  bought  several 
dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a  pair  for  $32,  or 
buy  10  pairs  for . 235 

Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910.  Americana  at  its 
finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card. 
“Ready  for  action.”  Original  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card, 
unused,  shows  a  span  of  white  horses  drawing  an  Amoskeag- 
type  steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a  retinue  of  fire  fighters 
bringing  up  the  rear,  all  posed  in  front  of  the  station  house. 
This  type  of  card  is  the  creme  de  la  creme  subject  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  fire  fighting. 


When  President  Bressett 
Speaks 


When  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  and 
editor  of  the  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins, 
speaks,  we  listen.  And,  when  he  writes,  we 
read  what  he  has  to  say,  as  in  this  nice  note 
that  arrived  in  our  mailbox  on  December 
11th: 

“The  Rare  Coin  Review  keeps  getting 
better  all  the  time.  I  enjoy  this  as  much  or 
perhaps  more  than  any  other  numismatic 
publication  I  read.  Nice  variety  of  articles 
and  timely  things  that  are  of  interest  to  all 
levels  of  collectors. 

Thanks,  Ken. 
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have  ever  been  certified.  Usually,  the  candi 
dates  for  certification  are  pieces  worth  several 
hundred  dollars  or  more,  as  the  certification 
process  itself  is  apt  to  cost  $20  to  $30  for  the 
major  services.  Thus,  no  matter  how  rare  it 
might  be,  there  would  be  no  economic  ad¬ 
vantage  in  having  a  $15  or  even  a  $25  coin 
certified.  However,  there  are  many  such 
pieces  on  the  market,  these  being  leftover 
from  the  glory  days  of  1989-1990  when  the 
market  in  many  areas  was  much  higher  than 
it  is  now,  or,  in  other  instances,  being  lower 
grade  pieces  from  rolls  and  bags  sent  to  the 
grading  services  in  quantity  for  each  coin  to 
be  certified. 


Real-Life  Examples 

At  a  convention  a  couple  years  ago  I  participated  with  Scott  Before  proceeding  further,  let  me  cite  a  few  actual  examples. 
Travers  in  a  symposium  moderated  by  R.W.  Julian  for  the  These  are  from  one  issue  each  of  the  PCGS  Populatio n  Report 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  The  subject  was  on  writing  and  and  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America  Census 
publishing  books.  While  Scott  T ravers,  the  author  of  several  Report  for  1994. 

popular  investment  guides,  told  of  the  steps  to  take  to  secure  The  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  in  MS-65  condition  with  a 
legal  protection,  copyrights,  and  agreements  with  publishers,  brilliant  surface  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  coins  of  its  era.  I 


and  detailed  the  publishing  and  dis¬ 
tribution  process,  I  gave  my  views  on 
several  aspects  of  preparing  a  manu¬ 
script.  As  the  discussion  sparked 
quite  a  bit  of  interest,  I  have  chosen 
it  as  my  topic  for  the  present  com¬ 
mentary. 

Market  Research 

The  easiest-to-do  research,  quite 
possibly  the  most  popular  as  well, 
and  undoubtedly  research  that  sells, 
is  what  I  call  market  research. 

In  its  simplest  form,  as  currently 
practiced,  this  type  of  research  con¬ 
sists  of  gathering  together  the  population  reports  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  and 
the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of 
America,  reporting  how  many  pieces  of  a  given 
issue  have  been  certified  and  in  what  grades,  and 
then  coming  to  conclusions. 

For  example,  if  an  1858-S  something-or- 
other  denomination  in  MS-63  has  had  four 
specimens  certified,  and  an  1859-S  of  some- 
thing-or-other  in  MS-63  has  had  20  specimens 
certified,  then  this  type  of  research  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  former  is  five  times  rarer  in  that 
grade  than  the  latter.  Thus,  it  may  logically  follow,  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  reasoning,  that  if  1 859-S  is  worth  $  1 ,000  in  MS- 
63,  then  1858-S,  being  five  times  rarer  in  the  same  grade,  is 
a  candidate  for  being  worth  five  times  as  much,  or  $5,000. 
Therefore,  if  in  the  marketplace  1858-S  is  selling  for  only 
$2,000,  there  is  a  potential  profit  of  $3,000  to  be  made. 

My  own  view  is  that  such  data,  while  interesting,  are  only 
part  of  the  story,  and  should  be  taken  with  a  large  grain  of  salt. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  this,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
explain  them. 

First,  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  rare  coins  in  existence 


have  handled  many  thousands  of 
them  over  the  years,  including 
quite  a  few  original  rolls.  PCGS 
notes  that  it  has  certified  1,303 
such  pieces.  Obviously,  this  is  just 
a  tiny  percentage  of  what  exists. 
Now  to  the  misleading  part: 

In  the  same  grade,  MS-65  Red, 
the  1909-S  V.D.B.  cent  (with  the 
very  important  S-mintmark)  has 
been  certified  to  the  extent  of 
298  pieces. 

By  this  comparing  of  num¬ 
bers,  one  might  conclude,  for 
example,  that  there  is  one  MS- 
65  Red  1909-S  V.D.B.  cent 
around  for  every  four  or  five 
1909  V.D.B.  cents  in  the  same 
grade.  In  actuality,  although  a  lair 
amount  of  1909-S  V.D.B.  cents 
exist  in  Mint  State,  they  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  times  rarer  than  the  version 
without  the  S. 

The  Numismatic  Guaranty  Cor¬ 
poration  figures  for  an  MS-65  Red 
1909-S  V.D.B.  are  68  certified,  ver¬ 
sus  357  of  the  variety  without  S. 
While  the  proportion  isn't  quite  as 
close  as  with  PCGS,  still  it  is  far  off  the  mark  in  terms  of  actual 
coins  existing.  The  primary  reason  for  the  discrepancy  is  that 
the  1909  V.D.B.  coin  in  MS-65  red  is  worth  less  than  $50,  and 
the  variety  with  the  S  is  worth  about  $2,000  or  more  (actual 
figures  depend  upon  the  quality  of  a  particular  specimen,  certi¬ 
fication  notwithstanding). 

Thus,  the  cost  to  certify  an  expensive  1 909-S  V.D.B.  is  nomi¬ 
nal  in  relation  to  the  $2,000  value  of  the  coin,  but,  considering 
the  certification  costs,  it  is  rather  foolish  to  certify  the  $50  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  variety  without  the  S. 
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Numerous  other  examples  can  he  found,  and  I’ll  mention  one  more 
at  this  point: 

l  he  1 932-S  Washington  quarter  is  a  low-mintage  issue  which 
is  highly  prized  as  a  rarity  within  the  series.  PCGS  has  certi 
fted  258  of  them  as  MS-63.  In  this  grade  they  list  for  $425 
in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Guide  Book. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  PCGS  data  show  that  just  one 
1944-D  Washington  quarter  has  been  certified  in  that 
grade.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  1944-D  quarter  in 
MS-63  grade  lists  for  just  $22 — hardly  worth  certifying. 

All  of  this  sounds  simple  in  print,  but,  believe  me,  a  lot 
of  collectors  and  investors  out  there  are  quite  confused,  and  if 
someone  tells  them  that  a  1944-D  MS-63  quarter  is  a  great  rarity 
if  in  a  PCGS  holder,  they  accept  this  as  an  indication  of  great  value. 

A  phony-type  sales  presentation  could  go  like  this: 

"There  have  been  258  rare  1 932-S  quarters  certified  by  PCGS  as 
MS-63,  and  if  you  can  find  one,  they  are  worth  $425  each.  I  have  the 
only  1944-D  quarter  in  MS-63  to  ever  be  certified  by  PCGS — which 
as  a  certified  coin  is  over  200  times  rarer  than  a  1 932-S — and  you  can 
buy  it  for  only  $100.” 

Sounds  like  a  bargain,  but  if  the  coin  is  only  worth  $22,  it  is  hardly 
such. 

Another  Consideration 

Further  complicating  the  population  report  situation  is  that  ex¬ 
tremely  valuable  coins  may  be  submitted  many  times  in  an  effort  to 
get  the  correct  grade.  These  resubmissions  sometimes  appear  as  dif¬ 
ferent  coins  on  the  reports,  whereas  only  one  coin  is  involved. 

Bruce  Amspacher,  former  owner  of  PCGS,  told  me  of  an  instance 
in  which  a  gentleman  sent  in  the  same  gem  1 854  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  multiple  times,  thus  causing  this  particular  variety  to  appear 
much  more  plentiful  than  it  really  is,  so  far  as  population  report  fig¬ 
ures  are  concerned.  In  fact,  Bruce  once  commented  that  population 
reports  sometimes  do  more  barm  than  good. 

People  love  numbers,  I  found  out,  as  they  give  them  security.  That’s 
why  there  is  comfort  in  grading  numbers  such  as  MS-61,  MS-62,  MS- 
63,  and  so  on. 

Do  population  reports  have  any  serious  value  at  all? 

The  answer  is  an  emphatic  “yes.  ”  If  two  coins  have  about  the  same 
mintage,  about  the  same  market  value  (the  market  value  consideration 
is  very  important),  are  in  the  same  series  fairly  close  together  in  date 
as  well,  then  a  comparison  can  indeed  be  valid. 

Such  information  in  good  only  in  a  relative  sense.  If  a  population 
report  states  that  1 5  pieces  have  been  certified,  this  means  simply  that 
15  coins,  which  might  include  the  same  coin  being  submitted  mul¬ 
tiple  times,  passed  through  the  hands  of  this  particular  service.  There 
might  be  200  more  coins  out  there  that  have  not  been  certified.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this,  it  is  dangerous  to  pay  a  great  deal  of  money  for  some¬ 
thing  with  a  very  high  certified  grade  and  low  population,  for  as  time 
goes  on,  such  pieces  never  become  rarer,  and  as  more  pieces  are  resub¬ 
mitted  or  additional  pieces  certified,  they  become  more  plentiful. 

While  you  might  have  the  only  known  such-and-such  in  Proof-68 
grade  today,  perhaps  five  years  from  now  there  will  be  1 0  certified  in  that 
grade. 

Certification  Can  Be  Valuable 

I-et  me  cite  an  instance  in  which  certification  can  be  a  valuable  tool. 
This  can  be  found  among  the  three  varieties  of  1 936  Cincinnati  com¬ 


memorative  half  dollars.  Each  had  a  mintage  and  distribution  of  5,000 
pieces,  each  was  distributed  in  the  same  way  to  the  same  buyers  (the 
coins  were  sold  as  sets),  and  each  is  in  the  same  series  and  dated  the 
same  date. 

l  he  PCGS  report  shows  that  the  1936  Philadelphia  coin 
has  been  certified  to  the  extent  of  174  pieces  in  MS-65  grade, 
while  the  1936-D  has  279  similar  pieces  certified,  but  only 
78  have  been  certified  for  the  1936-S. 

Thus,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  in  this  instance  that 
the  1936-S  Cincinnati  commemorative  half  in  MS- 
65  grade  is  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia  and 
Denver  counterparts. 

It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  in  MS-63 
grade,  the  order  changes:  T  here  have  been  198 
Philadelphia  coins,  168  Denver  coins,  and  a  gen¬ 
erous,  category-leading  231  San  Francisco  coins!  In 
other  words,  in  MS-63,  the  1936-S  may  be  more 
plentiful. 

Auction  Appearances 

Somewhat  akin  to  researching  various  population  reports  is  study¬ 
ing  auction  appearances.  Over  a  period  of  time,  for  great  rarities  auc¬ 
tion  appearances  can  be  a  very  valuable  tool. 

Such  students  as  Eric  P.  Newman,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Walter 
Breen,  and  others,  have  delineated  the  whereabouts  of  1804  silver 
dollars — of  which  just  15  are  known  to  exist — by  tracking  auction 
records  over  the  years  and  making  note  of  other  data.  However,  if  a 
researcher  attempted  to  use  auction  information  for  a  1943-D  Wash¬ 
ington  quarter,  he  or  she  would  come  up  with  only  a  handful  of  saw¬ 
dust,  so  to  speak — for  such  pieces  have  little  value  and  are  not  very 
well  recorded. 

Although  it  does  not  have  as  much  credence  today  as  it  did  years 
ago,  the  factor  of  experience  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  valuable.  As  a  dealer 
for  more  than  40  years,  I  know  almost  intuitively  that,  for  example, 
an  original  roll  of  1907  Indian  cents  (the  most  common  Indian  cent 
variety)  is  much  rarer  than,  for  example,  a  Proof  1895  silver  dollar  or 
a  choice  Mint  State  1 889-CC  silver  dollar.  Of  course,  this  doesn’t  make 
much  difference,  but  it  is  interesting  to  think  about. 

I  recall  talking  to  the  late  B.  Max  Mehl  circa  1956,  and  suggesting 
to  him  that  he  should  take  some  time  from  his  schedule  and  simply  re¬ 
late  some  personal  experiences  of  the  coins  he  handled,  hoards,  groups, 
and  so  on- — in  addition  to  the  pieces  that  were  documented  in  his  auc¬ 
tion  sales.  In  1957  he  died  without  having  done  this.  What  a  shame. 

The  1793  Cent  and  the  1958-D  Nickel 

The  true  rarity  and  availability  of  old,  rare  coins  is  best  known  to¬ 
day  in  fields  that  have  been  intensely  studied.  For  example,  large  cents 
of  the  1793- 1814  era  have  been  subject  to  scrutiny  for  many  decades, 
and  the  prospective  purchaser  of  a  1793  Sheldon- 1  Chain  cent  can  get 
a  good  idea  of  the  approximate  population  in  such  grades  as  F- 1 2,  VF- 
20,  VF-30,  EF-40,  AU-50,  and  so  on,  simply  by  consulting  available 
texts,  talking  to  experts,  and  reading  issues  of  Penny-Wise. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  one  has  the  foggiest  notion  of  how  many 
MS-65  1 958-D  Jefferson  nickels  (mintage:  168,249,120)  there  are,  as 
no  one  has  seen  even  a  tiny  fraction  of  them  (nor  do  few  people  care). 

It’s  worth  noting  that  published  population  reports  of  certified 
grading  services  have  not  as  yet  entered  significantly  into  research  on 
early  cents. 
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Market  Price  Data 

In  addition  to  determining  the  population,  market  research  also 
involves  pricing.  The  sources  for  data  are  many,  and  include  past  is¬ 
sues  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins ,  The  Coin  Dealer  Newslet¬ 
ter ,  the  “Trends”  section  of  Coin  World,  the  “Coin  Market”  feature  in 
Numismatic  News,  published  auction  records,  and  more,  including 
dealer  advertisements. 

I  imagine  that  it  would  not  be  a  difficult  task  to  come  up  with  500 
different  price  listings  for  an  MS-63  1 884-CC  Morgan  dollar  published 
within  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

The  problem  with  price  research  is  that  it  is  ephemeral.  While  it  is 
interesting  today,  tomorrow  it  has  simply  a  curiosity  value,  quite  like 
looking  at  New  York  Stock  Exchange  quotations  in  an  issue  of  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  from  a  couple  weeks  past. 

However,  if  you  are  going  to  buy  a  coin  today,  knowing  the  mar¬ 
ket  in  the  past  can  be  advantageous.  Using  historical  prices  as  a  guide 
to  future  performance  is  not  necessarily  easy  to  do,  although  it  makes 
interesting  reading,  and  can  be  a  key  to  market  popularity  and  several 
other  aspects. 

A  Contrarian 

In  a  recent  talk  I  asked  this  question,  but  no  one  in  the  audience 
quite  had  an  answer: 

If  a  coin  was  selling  for  $  1 ,000  a  few  years  ago,  and  has  dropped  in 
value  to  $  1 00  today,  is  it  a  better  buy  than  a  coin  that  was  worth  $  1 00 
a  few  years  ago  but  which  has  zoomed  up  to  $1,000  today? 

For  my  money,  J,  would  rather  have  10  of  the  $100  coins.  I  have 
always  been  a  contrarian  thinker,  and,  in  general,  if  something  has  been 
too  highly  publicized,  or  goes  up  in  price  too  quickly,  I  have  avoided 
it.  No  matter  how  carefully  it  is  done,  coin  market  price  research  is 
transitory.  Something  prepared  today  will  be  of  very  little  use  1 0  years 
from  now. 

Topological  Research 

Another  major  area  of  research  is  what,  for  want  of  a  better  term,  I 
call  topological.  That  is,  it  deals  with  the  surface  characteristics  of  the 
coins  themselves.  Such  topological  research  requires  much  more  ex¬ 
pertise  and  effort  than  does  market  research,  and  is  apt  to  be  more  last¬ 
ing.  And,  unlike  market  research,  topological  research  builds  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  successive  generations  of  scholars  to  improve  upon. 

Basically,  such  research  consists  of  examining  the  characteristics 
including  the  design  motif,  date  numerals,  letters,  denticles,  reeding, 
fields,  and  everything  else  visible  on  a  coin  specimen  at  hand. 

Each  element  is  studied  to  determine  its  individual  characteristics 
(do  the  letters  have  serifs,  for  example?)  as  well  as  its  spatial  relation¬ 
ship  to  other  elements.  On  that  1 799  silver  dollar,  how  close  is  the  word 
LIBERTY  to  the  highest  wave  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair,  and  what  is  the 
lateral  position  of  the  letter  in  LIBERTY  closest  to  the  wave.  How  far 
is  the  first  star  from  Miss  Liberty’s  hair? 

,  v  >•  ■**■*  'tfS  '■  J& 
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I  he  entire  science  of  attribution  of  early  silver  dollars,  large  cents, 
hall  cents,  half  dollars,  and  other  federal  issues  is  largely  based  upon 
studying  the  relationship  of  date  numerals  and  letters  to  each  other, 
to  the  denticles,  and  to  other  design  features. 

If  two  coins  differ,  they  could  not  have  been  struck  from  the  same 
die  during  the  same  period.  Most  likely,  they  were  struck  from  another 
die,  or,  at  the  very  least,  a  die  that  had  been  altered  or  resurfaced. 

Topological  research  usually  begins  tentatively  in  a  given  series, 
expands,  and  is  added  to  by  later  students.  For  example,  in  the  colo¬ 
nial  coin  series,  in  1875  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  harly  Coins  oj  America 
book  was  published,  which  brought  together  much  of  what  was  known 
about  die  varieties,  and  it  illustrated  a  number  of  them. 

As  decades  passed,  such  students  as  Henry  C.  Miller,  Hillyer  C. 
Ryder,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Eric  P.  Newman,  Dr.  George  Fuld,  John 
Richardson,  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  Sydney  P.  Noe,  Robert  Vlack,  Michael 
Hodder,  James  C.  Spilman,  Edward  Barnsley,  Damon  Douglas,  Allan 
Kessler,  William  T.  Anton,  and  numerous  others  built  on  these  blocks. 

Immortality  in  Numismatics 

The  significant  thing  about  topological  research  is  that  at  a  later  date 
an  individual  person  can  contribute  a  very  important  discovery. 

For  example,  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention 
in  1994,  Christopher  Young  discovered  a  new  variety  of  a  1794  large 
cent.  T  his  feat  will  forever  enshrine  him  in  the  Pantheon  of  large  cent 
literature.  A  century  from  now,  his  name  will  be  remembered. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  Mr.  Young  had  done  a  PCGS  or  NGC  mar¬ 
ket  study  of  certified  large  cents,  or  had  conducted  some  auction  price 
research  for  the  current  year,  his  works,  while  quite  possibly  interest¬ 
ing  and  even  valuable  to  large-cent  purchasers,  would  probably  be  soon 
forgotten. 

Topological  research  leads  to  many  other  avenues  including  infor¬ 
mation  about  engraving  techniques,  methods  of  striking,  types  of 
planchets  and  metal  used,  and  more.  This  branch  of  numismatic  en¬ 
deavor  has  been  one  of  the  most  popular  and  most  enduring  disciplines. 

Historical  and  Economic  Research 

Now  we  come  to  one  of  my  favorite  areas,  the  history  of  coinage 
and  its  economics.  At  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  in  1993  I  gave  a  brief 
welcoming  address  to  the  new  class  of  students  in  Colorado  Springs, 
and  noted  that  the  Denver  Mint,  75  miles  north,  had  been  established 
there  because  precious  metals  (gold  and  silver)  were  nearby. 

I  reflected  that  of  the  eight  different  mints  operated  in  United  States 
history,  six  of  them  had  been  situated  close  to  metal  supplies. 

To  be  specific:  Charlotte  (North  Carolina)  and  Dahlonega  (Geor¬ 
gia)  were  each  near  native  gold  deposits;  San  Francisco  was  a  center 
of  the  California  Gold  Rush  when  it  opened  its  doors  in  1854;  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  which  went  into  business  in  18  0,  was  not  far 
from  the  fabulous  Comstock  Lode  of  gold  and  silver.  Even  the  West 
Point  Mint,  which  has  been  putting  its  mark  on  coins  since  1984, 
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was  established  in  upstate  New  York  as  it  was  part  of  the  United 
States  Bullion  Depository,  where  precious  metals  are  stored. 

Just  two  ot  the  six  mints,  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  were  not 
near  significant  deposits  ol  gold  or  silver.  To  me,  this  is  a  remarkable 
and  interesting  situation,  and  one  that  I  do  not  recall  having  been 
specifically  mentioned  in  a  numismatic  publication  before. 

Historical  Research  Stands  Alone 

Any  study  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  would,  in  my  mind,  necessar¬ 
ily  involve  an  investigation  into  the  discovery  ol  the  Comstock  Lode, 
the  flourishing  ol  Virginia  City  (not  far  from  Carson  City,  and  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  Comstock  Lode),  the  types  of  coins  used  in  circulation  at 
the  time,  and  so  on.  This  type  of  research  is  entirely  different  from 
market  or  population  research  involving  the  coins,  as  it  does  not  par¬ 
ticularly  treat  how  many  specimens  exist  of  an  1 880-CC  Morgan  dollar 
in  MS-63  grade.  Nor  is  it  related  to  topological  research,  as  it  is  not 
necessarily  important  whether  parts  of  the  given  coin  show  repunching 
of  the  date  numerals,  or  whatever.  Rather,  historical  and  economic 
research  stands  alone. 

When  my  two-volume  book  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  was  published  in  1993, 1  received  quite  a  few 
letters  from  readers.  While  this  volume  endeavored  to  be  all  things  to 
all  readers,  more  or  less,  and  contained  a  generous  measure  ol  market 
data  as  well  as  topological  information,  most  readers  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  historical,  economic,  and  “romantic”  part  of  the  text  (if  letters  to 
me  were  any  indication). 

I  suggest  that  the  blending  ol  historical  and  economic  research  with 
presently-existing  topological  and  market  research  would  for  many 
series  create  texts  that  are  at  once  interesting  to  read  and  also  give  “the 
whole  picture"  as  to  why  coins  were  made,  how  they  were  circulated, 
and  more. 


Numismatic  Research 

There  is  another  major  area  of  research  which  is  worthy  of  men¬ 
tion  here.  It  is  not  completely  distinct  from  the  earlier  types,  but  is  a 
summation  of  them.  Numismatic  research  involves  how  numismatists 
have  viewed  coins  over  the  years,  how  the  specimens  have  been  stud¬ 
ied,  what  books  have  been  published  concerning  them,  rises  and  de¬ 
clines  in  their  popularity,  and  so  on. 

This  is  a  very  “fun”  aspect,  and  is  one  that,  together  with  historical 
and  economic  research,  does  much  to  lend  interest  to  any  book. 

Summary 

“Ideal”  books  containing  a  measure  of  each  of  the  preceding  have 
existed  for  many  years.  Although  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  1873  work,  Early 
Coins  of  America,  did  not  deal  with  market  prices,  it  did  treat  the  rar¬ 
ity  level  of  various  pieces,  the  historical  and  economic  considerations 
of  the  different  series,  and  told  of  some  collecting  activities. 

If  you  ever  read  Crosby,  I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me  that  while 
his  descriptions  of  1783-1788  Vermont  coppers  are  important,  the 
most  memorable  passages  in  that  section  of  this  masterful  book  are 
those  that  deal  with  aspects  of  history — such  as  the  curious  goings-on 
at  the  secretive  Machin’s  Mills  mint  near  Newburgh,  New  York. 

Similarly,  an  “ideal”  book  was  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon’s  Early 
American  Cents.  Now,  I  am  quite  aware  that  this  volume,  published 
in  1 949,  can  be  roundly  and  correctly  criticized  for  certain  things  such 
as  the  “market  formula  ’  70-point  grading  system.  However,  in  a  broad 
sense,  this  stands  as  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  inspiring  (from  the 


viewpoint  ol  the  number  ol  readers  it  has  induced  to  collect  1 793- 1814 
large  cents)  in  American  numismatics. 

Not  only  did  Dr.  Sheldon’s  text  give  a  great  deal  of  topological 
information,  it  told  ol  the  economic  hardships  at  the  early  Mint  and 
gave  other  historical  details.  Further,  it  presented  a  wealth  of  numis¬ 
matic  information  as  to  how  cents  have  been  collected  over  the  years 
and  their  appeal  today. 

To  round  out  the  picture,  there  was  also  pricing  information,  the 
aforementioned  Sheldon  “market  formula”  system  of  prices  and  grades 
(the  basis  ol  the  numerical  grading  system  used  by  the  ANA  today). 
While  this  has  been  largely  discredited  so  far  as  its  applicability  to 
market  values  has  been  concerned,  one  has  to  start  somewhere,  and  the 
pricing  and  grading  concepts  are  ol  interest  for  the  place  they  have  in 
numismatic  history. 

Every  once  in  a  while  I  hear  someone  lament  that  most  significant 
numismatic  research  has  already  been  done,  and  that  there  is  not  much 
room  left  lor  the  newcomer. 

Nonsense! 

Probably  more  important  numismatic  discoveries  have  been  made 
in  the  past  50  years  than  in  the  century  before  then.  While  I  have  no 
idea  what  will  be  coming  down  the  pike  in  the  next  decade,  I 
wouldn’t  be  a  bit  surprised  if  numerous  new  discoveries,  some  ol 
them  ol  major  importance,  will  come  to  light.  It  was  about  17  years 
ago  that  Ed  Milas  published  the  existence  of  the  hitherto  unknown 
1 870-S  hall  dime,  a  date  and  mintmark  variety  whose  existence  had 
not  even  been  suspected!  And,  as  noted,  it  was  just  in  the  summer 
of  1994  that  a  very  important  new  variety  of  1794  large  cent  was 
discovered  by  Christopher  Young.  And  in  this  present  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  Michael  H odder  reveals  details  ol  a  newly  discov¬ 
ered  New  Jersey  copper. 

I  wonder  what  will  be  next? 


A  Every  home  should  have  a  “Collection  Room”  for  the 
enjoyment  of  numismatics  and  other  pursuits,  but  perhaps 
not  quite  as  elaborate  as  that  kept  by  Francesco  Calzolari  in 
Verona,  Italy,  circa  1600.  (Illustration  courtesy  of  Wendell 
E.  Wilson,  The  Mineralogical  Record 
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Numismatic 
Books  lor  Sale 


At  Great  Discount  Prices 


bust  half 
fever 


What  can  be  fun,  inex¬ 
pensive,  and  profitable? 
Books!  And,  the  super  buys 
we  offer  (all  titles  at  special 
discount  prices)  make  or¬ 
dering  books  your  best  nu¬ 
mismatic  purchase. 

In  the  pages  to  follow 
you  will  find  some  of  the 
best-selling  titles  available 
for  collectors,  in  all  price 
ranges,  and  covering  topics 
from  A  f Adventures  with 
Rare  Coins)  to  at  least  W 
( Waterford  Water  Cure). 
Check  the  listings  carefully  and  order  those  you  don’t 
have.  Of  course,  each  and  every  book  comes  with  a  30- 
day  money-back  guarantee.  We  know  you’ll  be  de¬ 
lighted. 

Hot  titles  for  the  past  few  weeks  have  been  Bust  Half 
Fever  by  Edgar  E.  Souder,  a  332  pages  hardbound 
work  acclaimed  for  its  collector  oriented  presentation. 


Stock  No.  BSO-752,  cover  price  $60. 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield  &  Liberty 
Head  Nickels  by  Gloria  Peter  and  Cynthia 
Mohon  is  still  “hot  off  the  presses  and  being 
ordered  by  the  dozens.  Just  ask  for  Stock  No. 
BPE-200  listing  for  just  $34.95. 

Two  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunities  are  still  available  in  the 
hardbound  catalogues  of  The  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  and  The 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection.  No  numismatic  library  should  be 
without  a  copy  of  these  lavishly  illustrated,  landmark  reference  books. 

The  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  of  United  States  Half  Dollars 
is  one  of  the  finest  private  collections  of  half  dollars  to  be  offered  in  our 
generation.  For  details  on  ordering  see  page  16. 

The  Louis  E  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  catalogue  from  colonials  to 
twenty-cent  pieces,  plus  patterns  and  territorial  gold  will  stand  as  a 
lasting  tribute  to  the  depth  of  this  unsurpassed  collection.  See  page  36- 
38  for  details  on  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  catalogue. 

As  always,  don’t  forget  our  generous  discounts  apply  to  every  book 
order  for  items  on  pages  70  through  72.  Take  10%  off  any  order 
totaling  up  to  and  including  $100,  and  20%  off  any  order  over  $100. 

I  am  just  a  toll-free  call  away  and  would  be  delighted  to  speak  with 
you  soon. 

Sincerely, 

'ocec 


Mary  Tocci 


“Cornerstones” Arrive  in  the  Mail 


The  following  letter  is  from  R.H.,  an  Ohio  reader: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“The  other  day  a  package  arrived  at  my  door.  It  contained  three 
books,  acquired  from  a  recent  mail  bid  sale  of  numismatic  literature 
offered  by  George  Frederick  Kolbe,  Lot  #804.  A  while  back  I  had 
sent  in  several  bids  on  a  few  lots  not  wishing  to  spend  a  great  deal 
of  money. 

“Imagine  my  surprise  and  delight  when  I  found  I  had  won 
Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  Collecting  Rare  Coins  for  Profit ,  and  The 
History  of  United  States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection, 
all  hardbound,  used,  of  course,  but  still  in  near-mint  condition,  with 
a  total  invoice  of  $55! 

“I  can’t  believe  my  good  fortune,  nor  the  quality  of  these  books. 
I  had  no  idea  what  fine  volumes  I  bid  on  when  I  did  so.  My  main 
motivation  was  to  acquire  what  I  thought  was  a  hardbound  ‘auction 
catalogue’  of  the  Garrett  collection.  I  had  never  seen  these  books 


before,  but  of  course  was  familiar  with  the  titles.  They  will  provide  me 
with  many  enjoyable  reading  hours  and  are  now  the  cornerstones  of 
my  small  but  growing  library.... 

“I  have  two  questions  for  you  based  on  the  books  so  far:  Did  the 
Mexico  City  Mint  open  in  1536  or  1836,  and  who  is  Joe  Parsons? 
(My  copy  of  the  Garrett  book  was  signed  by  you  in  October  1 9_79, 
addressed  to  Joe.  Do  you  remember  him?)  I  also  enjoyed  the  story 
about  the  Queen  Anne  farthing.  The  only  coin  I  have  purchased  from 
your  company  so  far  is  the  Queen  Anne  crown  from  your  sale  of  the 
Commodore  Perry  Collection.  Over  the  years  I  want  to  acquire  other 
Queen  Anne  types,  so  I  liked  that  story. 

Editor’s  reply: 

For  the  Mexico  City  Mint,  mintmark  Mo,  1536  is  the  date. 

Joe  Parsons  was  a  very  knowledgeable  researcher  on  our  staff  in  the 
1970s. 

Glad  you  are  enjoying  the  books! 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
Best-seller,  1 84  pages, 
separate  pages  devoted  to  each 
issue.  Illustrated.  Special 
Offer:  HB  version  at  the  SB 
price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis. 
168  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  ^  c.z. 

with  Q  " 

RARE  COINS  0 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford, 

Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art, 
romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  306  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
coin  hobby  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  372  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-353)  List  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from 
1795  onward.  122  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through  1991. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 
►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 
^  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 

The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series 
from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


As  Illustrated  bv  the 
Garrett  Collection 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPUTE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Numismatist's  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Companion 


'  W»MATOT5Ct»!STOMpf 

Companion 


Mjmis) 

Co 


Vl'MlSMJ 


NuMISMAlisT'SLAE 

COM  PAN1 


'^I'Siaihs 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from 
past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  1 92-224 
pages  in  each  volume. 


The  Numismatist's: 


^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  CountrysideCompanion — SB(BBM-207)  List 
$12.95 


^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $12.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
►  Traveling  Companion — SB(BBM-210)  List 
$12.95 


^  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List 
$12.95 


Save  Money  on  Every  Book  Order! 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders 
over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


u„u.a  „„ 

Coin,  <oi  W 


Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one 
of  the  country's  most 
knowledgeable  numisma¬ 
tists. 

r  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  Copper  Coins: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor  — - 
SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  34  and  5<tt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 

SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Corns 

An  lttuitrated  History 


By  Q.  Dartd  Bowen 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Ail  you  want  to  know  about 
American  gold  coins.  415 
pages,  illustrated 
►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book! 
754  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


T o  Order —  Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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The  Cnni|irrhenMvv  Fneydopoila 
of 

United  Stum 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  from 

the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the 

last  in  1891.  263  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA  Carbon  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins. 
378  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
cojps  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader 
to  “cherrypick”  rarities.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  pieces.  112  pages.  Over 
350  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  DOLLARS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 
A  complete  look  at  this 
popular  series.  1 54  pages, 
with  280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  comprehensive,  specialized  text  for  the 
connoisseur  of  the  series. 

►  SB  (BGR-222)  List  $36.95 

Save  money  on  these  great  books 

Take  10%  off  all  hook  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all 
book  orders  over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Guide !« U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 

I 

\35§/ 

Mi<  hael  J.  Hodder 

Q  David  Bowers 

A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 

Investing,  Collecting  & 

Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an 
interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spir.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this 
popular  series.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


BARBER 

HALVES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 
Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-108)  List  $29.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed 
on  a  date-by-date  basis.  1 12 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 
►  SB(BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margo lis 
The  author  discusses  everything 
to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of 
copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Shield  and  Liberty  Head 
Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia 
Mahon 

A  comprehensive  work  on 
these  popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters..  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-lOO)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 
This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


The  United  States  Clad 
Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 
The  volume  discusses  the  end 
of  silver  coinage,  the 
composition  of  the  new  clad 
coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 


►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


/fes  mu.  . 

Photogradc 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA.  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List 
$10.95 


The  Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens 
1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands 
of  different  tokens.  824 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724)  1  tst  $4S  00 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 09 


Page  71 


0 


0 


Z/Z/YY/Y’ 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic 
work  by  William  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  $50.00 

Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  £.  Souders 
A  recently  published  work 
covering  all  die  varieties, 
the  background  of  the 
series,  grading  collecting, 
etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this  work  on  American 
commemoratives.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on 
every  coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 


Charlotte  Mint 
Gold  Goins. 
HDB-moi 


New  Orleans  Mint 
(lold  Coim 
1.5)9- 1 9()9 


f.  Go!3  Corns  of 

the  Old  Wot. 
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►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB(BWI-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-817)  List  $31.95 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


Video 
Sale 

5(1% 

list  price 

Money:  History  in 
Your  Hands  (Video) 

Narrated  by  James  Earle  Jones 

►  Video  (BVI-804)  List  $19.95 

Just  $9.93 

Detecting  Counterfeit  and  Altered  U.S. 
Coins:  A  Video  with  J.P.  Martin  (Video) 

►  Video  (BVI-802)  List  $39.95 

Just  $19.95 

Grading  of  Mint  State  U.S.  Coins  (Video) 

Narrated  by  J.P.  Martin 

►  Video  (BV1-803)  List  $39.95 

Just  $19.95 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095- 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  ifyour  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3*  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  de¬ 
tails.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 

Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
to-dealcr  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and 
do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  ofvarious 
published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that 
our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased 
countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the 
process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977-1979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray  Merena  is 
president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (1995- 
1 997  term).  Other  staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in 
the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 


expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing 
Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew 
W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valen, 
Professional  Numismatist;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Chris  Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Frank  Van  Valen. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin  Edgerly. 
Roberta  French,  Bill  Nicholson;  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager , 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  TriciaToepper,  Maggie  Kettler, 
Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly. 

•  Publications  Dept. — Mary  Tocci. 

•Accounting  Department — Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.. 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill. 
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RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #109  ORDER  FORM 

Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 


BOOKS 


COINS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01) 
Net  price: 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total:  Books  and  postage 


Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount  _$_ 
Total:  Coins  and  postage  $ 


Books  and  Shipping  Total: 

Coins  and  Shipping  Total: 

Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Collector  only 
Domestic  (All  periodicals  and  catalogues) 
Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 
Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

Subtotal  of  items 

Total  Enclosed 


ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Name: _ _ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


$29.00 

$95.00 

$150.00 

$200.00 


Address: 
City:  _ 


State 


Zip 


Telephone:  _ 
Customer  #: 


$ 


Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  on  orders  over  $500 
Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 


I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

□  Check  Q  MasterCard  □  Visa 

Card  # _ _ _ _  Exp.  Date: 


CD  AmEx 


Signature: 


TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

MANCHESTER,  N.H 
PERMIT  NO.  1926 
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